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The  Music  Man 

Mel  Rogers,  a  successful  arranger  and 
musician,  is  at  the  top  of  his  game 


Consolidate  your  student  loans  today 
■  and  you  could  enjoy  an  interest  rate 
lower  than  your  GPA. 


College  was  fun,  but  you've  got 
several  student  loans  to  show  for  it. 
Why  not  consolidate  them  into  one 
manageable  monthly  payment? 
With  interest  rates  at  an  all-time  low, 
you  can  lock  in  a  low  fixed 
rate  and  lower  your 
monthly  note  as  much  as 
50%.  Or,  leave  your 
repayment  terms  intact, 
pay  your  loan  off  early 
and  pocket  the  interest  savings.  With 
no  closing  fees,  credit  checks  or 
income  verification  required,  all  you 
need  to  qualify  for  consolidation  is 
two  or  more  student  loans  in  the 
grace  period  or  in  repayment  status. 


ESF 


EDUCATION  SERVICES 
FOUNDATION 

The  Planning-and-Paying-for-College 


What's  more,  as  the  Student  Loan 
Consolidation  Lender  of  Choice  for 
Southern  Miss  Alumni,  Education 
Services  Foundation  offers  attractive, 
money-saving  borrower  benefits  to 
those  who  qualify.  These 
industry-leading  benefits 
include:  a  .25%  interest  rate 
reduction  when  your  monthly 
payment  is  automatically 
deducted  from  your  bank 
account  and  an  additional  1.25% 
reduction  for  36  consecutive  on- 
time  payments.  Give  us  a  call  at 
1.866.542.8033,  or  learn  more  about 
the  advantages  of  consolidation  at 
www.esfweb.com/usm.htm 


The  Student  Loan  Consolidation 
Lender  of  Choice  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni 

The  lender  for  this  program  is  Mississippi  Higher  Education  Assistance  Corporation. 

Education  Services  Foundation  is  Mississippi's  non-profit  resource  for  free 
college  planning,  scholarships,  low-cost  student  loans  and  student  loan  consolidation. 

www.esfweb.com/usm.htm  •  Toll-free  866.542.8033 


)  2003,  Education  Services  Foundation.  All  rights  reserved 
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COLLEGE  OF  EDUCATION  &  PSYCHOLOGY: 
EMBRACING  THE  FUTURE 

Scholarships  have  been  established  to  help  students  of  the  College  of 
Education  &  Psychology. 

THE  ENTREPRENEUR 

After  graduating  from  Southern  Miss,  Max  Draughn  worked  in  the  forest 
products  and  pharmaceutical  industries,  but  he  wanted  more.  Draughn 
could  see  the  direction  the  market  was  taking,  and  he  knew  he  had  the 
intelligence,  drive  and  experience  to  start  his  own  company. 

CHATTANOOGA  MAN'S  LOVE  FOR  FOOTBALL 
TEAM  INSPIRES  DONATION 

One  of  the  most  loyal  supporters  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
football  program  never  even  stepped  foot  on  the  university's  campus. 

THE  MUSIC  MAN 

The  talents  of  Mel  Rogers,  a  successful  arranger  and  musician,  have  earned 
him  the  respect  of  the  entertainment  industry's  brightest  stars. 

MAMA  MIA! 

Like  many  people,  Sharon  "Mama"  Spell  had  a  fear  of  public  speaking. 
Unlike  many  people,  she  overcame  that  phobia  in  a  very  public  way — by 
performing  in  her  own  cabaret  show. 

ACTS  OF  LOVE 

Donna  Fleming  and  her  daughter,  Kimberly,  found  themselves  at  a  cross 
roads  when  Donna  decided  to  leave  everything  and  become  a  nun.  Life  for 
this  once-inseparable  duo  changed  dramatically. 

REST  IN  PEACE 

On  March  3 1 ,  2004,  almost  45  years  of  golf  came  to  a  close  when  the 
university's  B.O.  Van  Hook  Golf  Course  shut  down. 

THAMES,  PROFESSORS  REACH  SETTLEMENT 

An  unusual  level  of  controversy  present  at  The  University  oi  Southern 
Mississippi  for  the  past  two  months  appears  to  have  reached  a  conclusion. 


FRONT  COVER:   Mel  Rogers,  a  successful  musician  and  i 
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make  a  Permanent  Connection 

Forge  a  lifelong  link  to  your  alma  mater  by  becoming  a  Life  Member 
of  the  Alumni  Association.  In  addition  to  assuring  your  connection 
widi  the  University,  a  Life  Membership  qualifies  your  USM-bound 
children  for  an  out-of-state  tuition  waiver  (subject  to  University  guide  - 
lines),  entities  you  to  a  Life  Membership  plaque,  and  helps  fund  pro- 
grams that  benefit  the  University  and  die  Soudiern  Miss  community. 


"One  of  the  most  meaningful  expe- 
riences OF   MY  LIFE  WAS  THE  VALUE 
OF    THE    EDUCATION    THAT    I    RECEIVED 

at  Southern  Miss.  As  an  alumnus,  I 
take  pride  in  knowing  that  one  of 
my  children  is  presently  enrolled 
in  the  university.  i  am  also  proud 
of  all  of  my  family  members  that 
have  had  wonderful  experiences 
with  Southern  Miss." 


jeffrey  o'keefe  '82 
President,  Bradford-O'Keefe  Funeral  Homes  Inc. 


For  more  information,  contact  the 
Alumni  Association  office,  601-266-5013. 


HOME 


I  first  stepped  onto  the  Southern  Miss  campus  during  the  summer  of  1968  when  I  began  graduate  school. 
Beyond  all  expectations,  I  was  cordially  received  in  my  department,  and  for  the  next  several  years  began  to  bond 
with  students  and  great  faculty  members  across  the  campus. 

There  are  fond  memories  of  special  administrators,  professors  and  students  who  positively  impacted  my  life  as 
a  professional  educator  and  as  an  individual.  This  "Southern"  charm  and  professional  climate  enticed  me  to  return 
to  campus  several  times  to  broaden  my  educational  horizons  and  to  obtain  a  doctorate  degree. 

Speaking  of  memories,  one  building  more  than  others  caught  my  attention — the  Ogletree  Alumni  House  (at  that 
time,  the  home  of  our  president).  In  1968  it  was  a  very  majestic  building,  and  it  still  is.  I  sincerely  hope  that  we 
continue  to  protect  and  cherish  it.  On  sultry  summer  days,  the  surrounding  shade  trees  and  rockers  on  the  front 
porch  made  it  a  very  inviting  and  cool  respite.  Every  time  I  passed  it,  I  would  say  to  myself,  "One  day,  when  I'm 
not  so  busy,  I'm  going  to  sit  on  that  porch  and  just  rock.  1  will  not  have  to  worry  about  rushing  off  to  classes  or 
work." 

Well,  little  did  I  know  that  in  years  to  come,  I  would  sit  and  stand  on  that  porch  on  many  occasions  and  fel- 
lowship with  students,  alumni  and  supporters  as  a  board  member,  as  vice  president  and  as  president  of  the  Alumni 
Association.  The  porch  and  Ogletree  Alumni  House  have  become  very  dear  to  me.  They  remind  me  of  words 
embodied  in  our  university's  creed:  "high  ideas,  knowledge,  diligent  work  and  lasting  friendships." 

This  academic  year  has  moved  along  rather  fast,  and  I  believe  that  the  Alumni  Association  has  made  some 
important  accomplishments.  The  ceremony  for  the  unveiling  of  the  university's  official  ring  enhanced  not  only  our 
history  and  traditions,  but  our  future  as  well.  Additionally,  I  have  seen  firsthand  positive  collaborations  and  dia- 
logue among  the  administrative  leaders  of  the  Alumni  Association,  the  USM  Foundation,  the  Athletic  Foundation 
and  the  Pride. 

Every  week  I  am  constantly  reminded  of  the  profound  impact  that  our  university  has  upon  all  our  lives.  The 
alumni  with  whom  I  have  interacted  are  for  the  most  part  upbeat  and  supportive  of  our  university,  evidenced  by 
the  giving  of  their  personal  time  and  resources. 

This  term  would  not  be  successful  were  it  not  for  the  excellent  leadership  of  Bob  Pierce,  executive  director,  Mark 
Boyles  and  the  entire  staff  at  the  Alumni  House.  I  must  also  commend  the  Executive  Committee  of  our  Board  of 
Directors  for  their  dedication  as  well.  The  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  have  been  just  as  supportive.  Many 
of  them  live  out  of  state,  yet  they  make  every  effort  to  attend  every  meeting  and  to  support  many  of  the  campus 
activities  with  their  presence.  I  am  reminded  of  one  board  member  who  accompanied  his  sons  scout  troop  out  of 
state  one  weekend  and  still  managed  to  make  the  last  board  meeting  on  time.  That  is  true  dedication  and  love  for 
the  university!  I  am  sure  there  are  other  similar  acts  of  "true  grit"  on  the  part  of  our  illustrious  board  members. 

I  would  be  remiss  if  I  did  not  give  special  thanks  and  credit  to  several  of  my  immediate  predecessors  who  led 
the  Alumni  Association  well  in  their  positions  as  president.  Thanks,  Sharon  Herrm  and  Ed  Langton,  for  your 
visions  of  what  this  organization  is  and  what  it  is  to  become.  Thanks,  Dr.  Thames,  for  your  support,  too.  I  pledge 
my  continued  support  of  this  great  institution. 


Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 


Si/AA#**> 


^5%  Qu***-**' 


Dr.  Eugene  Owens 

Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  President 
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Barthelme  Named  One  of  Five  Finalists  for 
Pen/Faulkner  Award 


■  "Elroy  Nights,"  authored  by  Frederick 
Barthelme,  was  recently  named  a  winner  of 
one  of  five  finalist  spots  for  the  prestigious 
PEN/Faulkner  award,  the  largest  peer- 
judged  literary  contest  in  the  United  States. 
The  other  finalists  include  some  of  liter- 
ature's brightest:  John  Updike,  Tobias 
Wolff,  ZZ  Packer  and  Caryl  Phillips. 
Barthelme  has  served  as  the  director  of  the  Center  for  Writers  since 
1977,  and  today  the  program  is  one  of  the  top  creative  writing  pro- 
grams in  the  country.He  has  written  13  books  of  fiction,  and  1 1  have 
appeared  on  the  New  York  Times'  "Notable  Books"  list.  Included  in 
his  works  are:  "Moon  Deluxe,"  "Tracer,"  "Two  Against  One,"  "Natural 
Selection,"  "The  Brothers  and  Painted  Desert."  Many  of  his  writings 
have  also  been  published  in  The  New  Yorker,  GQ,  Playboy,  Esquire  and 
numerous  other  magazines  and  journals. 

"I'm  stunned  and  very,  very  pleased  to  be  in  such  good  company," 
Barthelme  said  about  being  a  finalist  for  the  award.  "Having  nation- 
ally known  writers  in  is  one  more  way  to  take  our  creative  writing 
program  to  the  next  level,  in  terms  of  national  profile  and  exposure." 
The  novel  is  a  tale  of  love,  boredom,  redemption  and  forgiveness  set 
among  the  windswept  dunes  of  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast.  As  with 
many  of  Barthelme's  other  works,  "Elroy  Nights"  uses  the  grit  and  glit- 
ter of  the  "New  South" — this  time  the  neon-pocked  landscapes  of  the 
Gulf  Coast — as  a  canvas  for  his  multi-dimensional  characters. 


Longtime  Education  Professor  Dies 

■  Dr.  Jesse  Palmer,  a  longtime  professor  in 
the  Department  of  Curriculum,  Instruction 
and  Special  Education,  died  on  February  12 
at  his  home  in  the  Oak  Grove  community 
after  a  lengthy  illness.  He  was  53. 

Palmer  served  on  the  Southern  Miss  facul- 
ty for  1 7  years.  He  taught  social  studies  edu- 
cation at  the  university,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  university's  faculty  senate,  including  serving  as  president. 

"He  was  a  leader  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  in  terms  of  teach- 
ing and  issues  related  to  the  faculty,"  said  professor  Dr.  Myron 
Henry,  who  served  with  Palmer  on  the  faculty  senate.  "This  is  a 
great  loss  to  the  university  and  its  students,  and  to  those  who 
served  with  him  on  the  faculty.  We  are  saddened  by  his  passing, 
and  his  family  is  in  our  thoughts." 

Donations  may  be  made  to  the  Jessica  Lee  Palmer  College  Fund 
at  Union  Planters  Bank  in  Hattiesburg. 


Child  Gains  'Voice'  at  Children's  Center 

■  Jacob  Alford,  4,  has  found  his  voice,  thanks  to  the  uni- 
versity's Children's  Center  for  Communication  and 
Development. 

Recently  Alford  was  evaluated  to  determine  whether  he 
would  be  a  candidate  for  special  communication  equipment, 
and  he  demonstrated  great  success  using  the  device  during 
testing.  With  this  device,  Alford  now  has  a  "voice."  He  can 
tell  his  teachers  or  family  "I  want  my  drink"  or  "I  love  you." 

A  student  at  the  center  since  he  was  5  months  old,  Alford 
was  diagnosed  at  birth  with  a  condition  that  consists  of  defi- 
cient psychomotor  development.  He  was  therefore  referred 
to  the  center  so  that  his  developmental  growth  could  be 
monitored.  The  early  intervention  services  that  Jacob  has 
received  include  special  education,  occupational  and  physi- 
cal therapy,  and  speech-language  therapy.  During  the  past 
four  years,  Jacob  has  spent  a  significant  amount  of  time 
developing  effective  communication  skills. 

Since  verbal  communication  continues  to  be  the  biggest 
barrier  to  overcome,  other  means  of  communication  have 
been  taught,  such  as  gestures,  signs  and  picture  symbols. 

Though  Alford  could  sign  these  concepts  before,  the  real- 
ity of  his  ability  to  audibly  "say"  these  words  made  him  beam 
with  excitement.  He  is  now  almost  five  years  old,  and  help 
from  the  center  will  continue.  He  will  be  transferring  to  his 
local  school  in  Lawrence  County  in  the  fall.  With  help  from 
his  speech  pathologist  from  The  Children's  Center,  Alford, 
his  parents,  and  his  teachers  at  his  new  school  will  learn  how 
to  use  his  new  communication  device  so  that  he  can  effec- 
tively communicate  with  others  in  his  environment. 

Alford's  family  is  supporting  The  Children's  Center  in  a 
one-time  major  fund-raising  campaign.  The  center  is  selling 
raffle  tickets  for  a  donated  Browning  B-80  12-gauge  Ducks 
Unlimited  shotgun  that  still  in  its  case.  Monies  received  from 
this  raffle  and  generous  donations  will  be  combined  to  help 
the  center  raise  $350,000  to  modify  building  space  to  make 
it  appropriate  for  the  children,  graduate  students,  families 
and  trainees.  These  modifications  will  allow  The  Children's 
Center  to  continue  to  make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  the 
children  it  serves  and  the  thousands  of  children  who  will 
ultimately  be  served  by  the  graduates  and  practitioners  who 
receive  training  for  this  very  special  population. 

If  you  would  like  to  help,  raffle  tickets  may  be  purchased 
from  either  family  or  at  Office  Machine  Center  and  Lawrence 
County  Sporting  Goods.  To  give  a  tax-deductible  donation, 
contact  the  Center  for  Communication  and  Development  at 
(601)  266-5222. 
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Speech  and  Hearing  Professors  Seek  to  Modify  Some  Deaf  Education  Practices 


■  Dr.  John  Muma  and  Dr. 
Henry  Teller,  professors  in  the 
Department  of  Speech  and 
Hearing  Sciences,  have  pro- 
duced a  book  they  hope  will 
help  change  teaching  tech- 
niques in  deaf  education. 
"Proactive  Deaf  Education: 
Cognitive  Socialization"  proposes  to  "change  the  clinical  field  on  a  num- 
ber of  issues  that  deal  with  language,"  Muma  said.  "The  Cognitive 
Socialization  Approach  is  relatively  new  in  the  last  decade.  This  book 
helps  make  some  major  changes  in  deaf  education  and  has  been  well- 
received.  The  book  challenges  some  of  the  traditional  views  held  about 
language  and  cognitive  development." 

The  publication  relates  issues  about  teaching  the  "pregrammatical" 
child  and  the  "grammatical"  child.  "There  is  not  a  distinction  in  the 
field;  professionals  have  been  relying  on  test  scores  and  we  point  out 
recognition  of  a  child's  range  of  skill  and  repertoire  are  important," 
Muma  said,  who  has  been  teaching  in  the  field  for  the  last  30  years,  six 


at  Southern  Miss.  A  fellow  of  the  American  Speech-Language-Heanng 
Association,  he  has  been  recognized  by  the  ASHA  President's  Council 
with  the  Award  of  Excellence  for  developing  the  Cognitive 
Socialization  Approach. 

Teller  has  taken  this  research  into  his  classroom.  "What  we've  taken 
are  some  of  Dr.  Muraa's  ideas  and  applied  them  to  deaf  education,"  he 
said.  "The  old  instructional  model  is  now  replaced  by  active  learning 
where  students  can  discover  and  create  their  own  knowledge.  In  this 
constructivist  model,  students  develop  their  own  concepts  and  ideas 
and  apply  them." 

Tellers  deaf  education  students  spend  one  day  a  week  in  the  field, 
which  includes  a  100-mile  radius  of  Hattiesburg.  "We're  now  using  the 
book  in  my  teaching  methodology  class.  The  students  apply  these  con- 
cepts rather  than  the  old-school  type  of  instruction  that  relied  mainly 
on  memorization.  We  have  23  students  in  the  field  in  Jackson,  Mobile, 
the  Coast  and  in  Southeast  Louisiana,"  he  said.  "This  [teaching  style]  is 
new  to  a  lot  of  teachers  [they  work  with] ;  some  are  old-school  [who 
rely  on  the]  instructivistic  learning.  But  once  they  do  try  [this  style 
teaching],  they  embrace  it." 


Professor's  Experiment  Performed  Aboard 
International  Space  Station 

■  Dr.  John  Pojman,  a  professor  from 
the  Department  of  Chemistry  and 
Biochemistry,  was  in  attendance  when 
astronaut  Dr.  Michael  Foale  performed 
the  professors  expenment  aboard  the 
International  Space  Station  in  March. 

The  experiment,  called  Miscible  Fluids  in  Microgravity  (MFMG), 
took  place  in  the  telesciences  center  at  NASAs  Marshall  Space  Flight 
Center  in  Huntsville,  Ala.  Pojman  was  able  to  comment  on  the  pro- 
cedures as  the  astronaut  performed  the  experiment. 

The  experiment  was  the  first  of  its  kind  in  which  the  behavior  of 
miscible  fluids — fluids  that  dissolve  in  each  other — was  studied  in 
weightlessness  to  see  if  the  fluids  could  sometimes  act  like  immis- 
cible fluids,  such  as  oil  and  water. 

Using  only  materials  that  already  existed  on  the  International 
Space  Station,  Pojman  and  the  team  in  Huntsville  developed  an 
expenment  using  Russian  honey  and  water  with  spare  syringes  and 
drinking  straws. 

"The  experiment  went  very  well  today,"  Pojman  said.  "Watching 
my  own  experiment  in  real  time  from  space  was  a  dream  come  true 
and  a  tribute  to  the  hard  work  of  the  MFMG  team." 

Further  experiments  will  be  performed  this  week,  and  an  addi- 
tional week  of  experiments  will  be  performed  later  in  the  spring. 


Scholarship  Honors  House  Speaker's  Parents 

Mississippi  State  Auditor  Phil 
Bryant  has  created  The  Elmer  E. 
and  Susie  B.  McCoy  Education 
Scholarship  Fund.  The  scholarship 
will  be  awarded  to  a  Mississippi 
resident  who  is  pursuing  a  degree 
in  kindergarten  through  12th  grade  education. 

Parents  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  Billy  McCoy,  the  couple  met 
while  attending  classes  at  Mississippi  State  Teachers  College  in  1930. 

Elmer  McCoy  began  teaching  in  Prentiss  County  in  the  1920s 
before  earning  his  degree.  He  decided  to  attend  college  in  1930. 
where  he  met  Ms.  Susie  Bell  Beasley  who  was  also  to  become  a 
teacher.  McCoy's  impact  on  education  is  now  legendary  in 
Mississippi,  not  only  as  a  teacher,  but  also  as  a  member  of  the 
Mississippi  House  of  Representatives,  where  he  served  from  1936  to 
1952.  During  the  time  McCoy  served  in  the  House,  the  Legislature 
met  every  other  year,  which  allowed  him  to  teach  during  the  years 
he  wasn't  in  session. 

"That  is  true  dedication  to  people  he  served  across  Mississippi," 
Bryant  said.  "As  both  an  educator  and  legislator,  he  devoted  his  life 
to  teaching  and  expanding  educational  opportunities  for  rural  chil- 
dren across  Mississippi." 

State  Auditor  Bryant  and  Harry  Walker,  Trustmark  Bank  president, 
both  alumnus  of  Southern  Miss,  will  spearhead  the  fundraising  efforts. 
Donations  arc  tax-deductible  and  may  be  mailed  to  the  USM 
Foundation  at  1  IS  College  Drive  #10026,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-000 1 


SPRING  2C 


NEWS 


Army  ROTC,  School  of  Journalism  Join  Forces 
on  Leadership  Project 


h 


■  The  Department  of  Military  Science  is  team- 
ing up  with  the  School  of  Mass  Communication 
and  Journalism  to  teach  skills  better  suited  for  the 
briefing  room  than  the  battlefield. 

Cadets  are  reaching  out  to  journalism  stu- 
dents in  an  attempt  to  improve  their  media 
relations  skills.  Members  of  ROTC  will  learn 
writing,   briefing  and  problem  solving  skills, 
while  journalism  students  will  be  able  to  report  on  ROTC  activi- 
ties and  act  as  "embedded"  reporters. 

The  end  result,  Lt.  Col.  Kevin  Dougherty  hopes,  could  help  tear 
down  the  wall  between  the  two  historically  antagonistic  profes- 
sions. Since  the  Vietnam  War,  the  media  and  the  military  have 
shared  a  strained  relationship,  marked  by  institutional  distrust  and 
mutual  suspicion.  During  the  peak  of  this  contentious  dynamic, 
the  military  and  media  came  to  view  each  other  as  something  just 
short  of  enemies,  Dougherty  said. 

In  an  attempt  to  "tell  their  side  of  the  story,"  he  said,  the  armed 
forces  began  to  defrost  that  relationship  by  providing  media  with 
more  information  and  access  during  their  tactical  maneuvers. 
Operation  Desert  Storm  marked  a  new  era  in  which  24-hour  live 
press  coverage  became  both  a  reality  and  an  expectation. 

Maj.  Gregory  Hargett,  an  assistant  professor  of  military  science, 
said  he  knew  of  no  other  program  in  the  country  where  cadets 
could  interact  with  student  journalists  in  the  field. 

"This  is  a  chance  for  journalism  students  to  come  in  and  observe 
the  day  in  the  life  of  a  cadet.  We  want  them  to  see  everything,  warts 
and  all,  and  report  what  they  see.  As  soldiers,  we  feel  we  don't  have 
anything  to  hide,"  Hargett  said. 


U.S.  Navy  Honors  Hydrographic  Science  Grads 

■  Four  graduates  of  the  Hydrographic 
Science  Program  were  among  those 
recently  honored  by  the  United  States 
Navy  for  outstanding  performance  in 
support  of  Operation  Iraqi  Freedom  dur- 
ing a  recent  hydrographic  survey  in  Iraq. 

Lt.  Cmdr.  Anthony  Gilless,  Lt.  Richard  "Kitch"  Kennedy  Jr.,  and 
Giovanni  Morris,  graduates  of  the  Southern  Miss  class  of  2003,  and 
Glen  Carson,  graduate  of  the  Southern  Miss  class  of  2002,  recently 
joined  other  volunteers  from  the  U.  S.  Naval  Oceanographic  Office 
onboard  the  USNS  Henson  to  complete  a  detailed  hydrographic  survey 
of  waterways  and  the  ports  in  Iraq. 

The  team  received  a  "Bravo  Zulu,"  or  job  well  done,  from  Vice 
Admiral  David  Nichols,  commander,  U.S.  Naval  Forces,  Central 
Command/Commander,  Fifth  Fleet.  Nichols  said  the  Henson  hydro- 
graphic  survey  crew  set  a  new  standard  of  excellence  for  coastal  survey 
operations  while  responding  to  immediate  fleet  requirements. 

"The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  hydrography  program  was 
designed  to  take  hydrographic  education  to  a  higher  level,"  said  David 
Dodd,  coordinator  of  the  Hydrographic  Science  Program.  "We're  very 
proud  of  our  graduates  and  the  skills  they  can  now  bring  to  bear  in 
operational  hydrography  around  the  world." 

Four  years  ago,  Southern  Miss  began  an  advanced  degree  program  in 
hydrographic  science,  the  study  of  mapping  the  sea  floor.  Based  at 
Stennis  Space  Center  in  Hancock  County,  Miss.,  the  first  Southern  Miss 
hydrographic  science  class  graduated  in  August  2000.  The  latest  grad- 
uating class  in  2003  brought  the  total  of  Southern  Miss  students  to 
graduate  with  master  of  science  degrees  in  hydrographic  science  to  45. 


Southern  Miss  to  Offer  Bachelor  of  Social  Work  on  Coast 


■  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  will  offer 
classes  leading  to  a  bachelor  of  social  work  (BSW)  degree  for  the 
first  time  at  its  Gulf  Park  campus  in  the  fall  of  2004. 

According  to  Dr.  Tim  Rehner,  assistant  director  of  the  School  of 
Social  Work  and  coordinator  of  the  BSW  program,  the  demand  for 
the  program  on  the  coast  has  been  building  steadily  for  years. 

The  course  of  study  will  be  the  same  at  the  two  campuses. 
Eligible  students  must  already  have  close  to  two  years  of  college 
credits  and  will  take  three  "pre-social  work"  courses  before  apply- 
ing for  formal  admission  to  the  program.  Once  admitted,  they  will 
complete  another  12  required  and  elective  social  work  courses  in 
such  subjects  as  human  behavior,  social  work  practice,  social  wel- 
fare policy  and  social  work  research.  Students  in  the  program  must 
also  complete  a  semester-long  internship  in  an  agency  setting, 


where  they  are  taught  to  apply  classroom  learning  to  real  people 
and  situations. 

"Our  BSW  program  is  designed  to  prepare  professionals  with  the 
solid  knowledge  and  experience  foundation  they  need  to  work  suc- 
cessfully with  individuals,  families,  groups  and  communities  on  a 
broad  range  of  problems,"  said  Dr.  Michael  Forster,  director  of  the 
School  of  Social  Work.  "There's  a  growing  need  for  social  workers 
on  the  coast,  and  we  want  to  be  there  to  help  meet  that  need." 

Southern  Miss  has  been  offering  the  master  of  social  work  (MSW) 
program  at  its  Gulf  Park  campus  since  1996.  New  classes  of  MSW 
students  are  admitted  every  other  year.  Two  social  work  faculty 
members  are  already  based  at  the  Gulf  Park  campus.  A  third  facul- 
ty member  will  be  added  this  fall  to  help  launch  the  new  BSW  pro- 
gram. As  the  program  expands,  additional  faculty  will  be  added. 
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Health  Promotion  Degree  Offered  on 
Coast 

The  university  is  expanding  its  Community 
Health  Sciences  (CHS)  program  to  the  Gulf  Park 
campus  starting  this  fall.  The  program  will  offer  an 
undergraduate  degree  in  health  promotion. 

With  the  increasing  number  of  health-related 
facilities  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast,  there  is  a 
demand  for  more  health  care  workers.  "There  is 
definitely  a  market  for  the  health  promotion 
emphasis  area  of  our  program  on  the  Coast,"  said 
Dr.  Jim  McGuire,  assistant  director  and  under- 
graduate coordinator  of  CHS  in  Hattiesburg. 
"Potential  students,  especially  those  coming  out  of 
junior  colleges,  can  now  pursue  a  B.S.  degree  in 
health  promotion  without  driving  or  moving  to 
Hattiesburg." 

The  health  promotion  degree  requires  study  in 
the  planning  and  administration  of  health  pro- 
grams, community  health  services,  disease  causa- 
tion and  prevention,  contemporary  health  issues, 
national  and  international  health  concerns,  pro- 
gram evaluation  and  health  educational  strategies. 
Students  are  then  prepared  to  receive  jobs  in  a 
wide  variety  of  health  settings,  including  hospi- 
tals, health  clinics,  health  departments,  private 
health  agencies,  and  industry  and  government 
agencies. 

"The   program   is 
an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity for  students 
who  already  have 
numerous   college 
credits,     yet    are 
uncertain     of     a 
degree    to    pur- 
sue,"     McGuire 
said.  "The 

growth  for  Southern  Miss  is  heading  to 
the  Coast  and  we  want  to  be  one  of  the  programs 
to  succeed  with  expansion." 

"Expanding  our  undergraduate  health  promo- 
tion program  to  the  Gulf  Park  campus  is  impor- 
tant for  all  of  South  Mississippi,"  Dr.  Amal 
Khoury,  associate  professor  in  CHS  in  Hattiesburg 
said.  "There  is  a  steadily  increasing  interest  in 
health  promotion  as  a  profession  and  the 
Mississippi  coast  has  plenty  of  opportunity  for 
work  once  students  attain  the  degree." 


Scarbrough  Win  Prestigious  Literary  Award 

■  A  noted  Civil  War  author  and  professor  of 
American  history  was  awarded  the  2004  Richard 
Wright  Literary  Award  in  February. 

Dr.  William  K.  Scarborough  was  honored  at 
the  Natchez  Literary  and  Cinema  Celebration  for 
his  nonfiction  work,  "Masters  of  the  Big  House." 
The  award  is  given  in  honor  of  internationally 
known  author  Richard  Wright.  Each  year,  two 
living  writers  with  strong  ties  to  Mississippi  are 
honored  in  both  a  fiction  and  nonfiction/histori- 
cal  category. 

"It's  quite  an  honor  just  to  be  considered  for 
this  award,  given  the  accomplishments  of  the 
past  recipients,"  Scarborough  said. 

Past  winners  include  literary  luminaries  like 
Eudora  Welty  Shelby  Foote,  David  Sansing,  John 
Gnsham  and  Clifton  Taulbert. 
"Bill  Scarborough's  winning  the  Richard  Wright  Literary  Excellence  Award  con- 
firms what  anyone  who  has  read  his  work  already  knows:  he  is  an  outstanding  schol- 
ar and  a  gifted  writer,"  said  Dr.  Chuck  Bolton,  chair  of  the  Department  of  History. 

Scarborough  published  his  first  book,  "The  Overseer,"  in  1966.  The  theme 
throughout  his  writing  deals  with  the  slave  holders  in  the  South.  In  "Masters  of 
the  Big  House,"  he  focuses  on  the  wealthiest  few  among  the  antebellum  planters, 
those  who  owned  250  slaves  or  more.  Reviewed  in  the  October  edition  of  the 
Atlantic  Monthly,  Scarborough's  book  was  called  "a  remarkable  feat  of  archival 
excavation." 

Scarborough  has  written  or  edited  more  than  five  books,  chapters  in  four  other 
books,  a  dozen  articles  and  more  than  60  book  reviews.  Scarborough  also  wrote 
"The  Diary  of  Edmund  Ruffin,"  which,  along  with  his  latest  book,  won  the  Jules  and 
Frances  Landry  Award  (1989,  2003).  The  award  is  given  by  LSU  Press  to  the  best 
manuscnpt  submitted  during  the  calendar  year  in  the  field  of  Southern  studies. 

Scarborough  is  only  the  fourth  author  in  the  35-year  history  of  the  award  to 
have  won  it  twice. 


- 
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Dixie  Darlings  past  and  present  participated  in  a  parade  in  London  this  summer.  The  group  is 
pictured  here  in  front  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  On  October  23.  2004.  the  Dixie  Darlings 
will  celebrate  its  50th  anniversary.  The  Dixie  Darling  founding  class  of  1954  will  be  inducted 
into  the  Pride  Hall  of  Fame  at  halftime  of  the  Homecoming  football  game  More  than  150  alum- 
nae are  expected  to  perform  with  the  current  Dixie  Darlings  at  the  game,  and  all  alumnae  are 
invited  to  participate  in  the  anniversary  celebration 
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All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association  at  alumni  5  usm.edu,  or  call  (601)  266-5013.  Please  visit  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com/events.htm  for  the  most  up-to-date 
calendar.  All  events  are  located  on  the  Southern  Miss  campus  unless  otherwise  noted. 
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Birmingham,  Ala. 

Alumni  Pre-game  Cookout 
UAB  Baseball  Complex  /  4  p.m. 

Abita  Springs,  La.  12 

New  Orleans/Baton  Rouge  Golf 
Tournament/Alumni  Social 
Money  Hill  Golf  Club 

Junior  Recognition  Night 
South  Central  Alumni  Chapter 
Bennett  Auditorium/ 6  p.m.  13 

Jackson 


Jackson 
Eagle  Club 
Golf 

Tournament 
Lake  Caroline 


X 


l      15 


t*-A 


McComb 

Evening  Social  /Golf  Tourney 
Fernwood  Country  Club 

Grenada 

Project  Prepare,  Inclusion 
Institutes  for  Child  Care 
Directors 


17 


Delta  Region  Alumni  Spring 

Meeting 

Rhythm's  Cajun  Restaurant  / 

7  p.m. 

West  Point 

Northeast  Miss,  and  Golden 
Triangle  Alumni  Chapter  Spring 
Meeting  /  Golf  Tournament 
Old  Waverly  Golf  Course/ 
Evening 

Louisville,  Ky. 

Women's  Softball 
C-USA  Tournament 
Location  and  Time  TBA 

Jackson 

Project  Prepare,  Inclusion 

Institutes  for  Child  Care 

Directors 

Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church 

Meridian 

East  Central  Alumni  Dinner  and 
Golf  Tournament 
Northwood  Country  Club  / 
Evening 


2b 

Houston,  Texas 

12 

New  York  City, 

Houston  Area  Alumni  Chapter 

N.Y. 

Spring  Meeting 

25th  Annual 

Location  and  Time  TBA 

Mississippi 

26 

Natchez 

Southwest  Miss.  Alumni 

Picnic 

Central  Park 

Chapter  Luncheon 

Inwood  Forest  Country  Club 
6:30  p.m. 

15 

Jackson 

26 

Vicksburg                 r_YX\_ 

All-Star  Party 

Alumni/Eagle 

p™a 

Club  Dinner 

SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 

Mississippi  Trade  Mart 

Monsieur's/ 6  p.m. 

•ALUMNI- 

29 

Jackson/  George  counties 

26 

Houston,  Texas 

Spring  Meeting 

Men's  Baseball  C-USA 

Scranton's/ Dinner 

Tournament 

Time  TBA 

JUNE 

6 

Hattiesburg 

ADP  First  Friday  Breakfast 

10 

Dallas,  Texas 

Lake  Terrace  Convention  Center 

Dallas/Ft.  Worth  Alumni  Spring 

7  a.m. 

Meeting 

Abueco's/7  p.m. 

14 

Hattiesburg 

11 

Washington,  D.C. 

Evening  Dinner 

Payne  Center       \Q^V 

6  p.m. 

SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 

How  well  do  you  know  your  alma  mater? 
Test  your  USM  knowledge  to  find  out. 


1)  For  whom  is  Shoemaker  Square  named? 

2)  Who  is  responsible  for  making  Southern  Miss' 
colors  black  and  gold? 

3)  What  was  the  name  of  Southern  Miss'  first  live 
Golden  Eagle  mascot? 

4)  What  was  the  original  name  of  the  school 
yearbook  in  1914,  and  what  did  the  name  mean? 


Answers  on  page  53 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 


MARCHING  BAND 

Adopt-A-Uniform  Campaign  2004 


Your  financial  support  by 
adopting  a  uniform  for  $300 
will  ensure  proper  maintenance 
of  your  uniform,  support  the  pur- 
chase of  complementary  uniforms 
for  the  color  guard   and   Dixie 
Darlings,    and    other    necessary 
aspects  of  maintaining  a  top-notch 
marching  band. 

Your  name  will  be  embroidered 
into  your  adopted  uniform. 


For  more 
information 
about  adopt- 
ing one  of  our 
new  Pride 
uniforms,  call 
the  College  of 
Arts  and 
Letters  at 
(601)  266- 
5922. 

AA/EOE/ADAI 
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UPDATE 


MAKING  TRACKS 

AN  INSIDE  LOOK  AT  WHAT'S  HAPPENING  IN  ADMISSIONS 


By  Mathew  A.  Cox, 
Director  of  Recruitment  Operations 


Dr.  Kristi  Motter 


The  New  Face  of  Enrollment  Management 

In  past  issues  of  The  Talon, 
you  may  recall  my  refer- 
ences to  enrollment  build- 
ing at  Southern  Miss  and  the 
focus  that  the  Thames  adminis- 
tration has  put  on  growth.  In  a 
prior  article,  I  outlined  our 
enrollment  building  plan  as  a 
four-pronged  approach  consist- 
ing of  increasing  traditional  stu- 
dents in  Hattiesburg;  increasing 
university-wide  student  reten- 
tion; increasing  enrollment 
exponentially  on  the  Gulf  Coast 
campus;  and  increasing  the 
availability  of  offerings  to  non- 
traditional  students  via  alternative  format  degree  programs. 

Over  the  past  year,  various  departments  and  directors  have  been 
engaged  in  all  aspects  of  this  enrollment  building  endeavor;  howev- 
er, one  key  component  has  changed  since  I  last  briefed  you.  In 
October  2003,  longtime  director,  dean  and  associate  vice  president 
Dr.  Bucky  Wesley  was  named  vice  president  of  student  affairs  at 
another  institution. 

The  major  vacated  administrative  position  has  historically  held 
significant  influence  over  the  "core"  enrollment  units  of  Office  of 
Admissions,  Financial  Aid,  Freshman  Year  Experience  and  the 
University  Registrar.  Since  October,  Dr.  Joe  Paul,  vice  president  of 
student  affairs,  has  assisted  in  the  coordination,  planning  and 
process  of  these  vital  core  enrollment  areas. 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  enrollment  management 
torch  has  been  passed  to  a  high-energy  individual  with  a  proven 
track  record  of  incorporating  innovative  techniques  that  have 
resulted  in  efficient,  highly  productive,  customer-friendly  outcomes. 
In  February,  Dr.  Kristi  Motter  was  named  interim  associate  vice 
president  for  student  affairs  and  director  of  financial  aid.  Dr.  Motter 
enters  this  position  after  two  years  of  serving  as  the  university's 
director  of  financial  aid,  during  which  time  she  restructured  the 
department  at  a  cost  savings  of  more  than  $90,000  while  increasing 
application  processing  by  more  than  65  percent  and  increasing  over- 
all student  satisfaction  ratings. 

Motter  graduated  with  a  bachelor's  degree  in  computer  informa- 
tion systems  and  a  master's  degree  in  adult  education  from 
Northwestern  State  University  in  Natchitoches,  La.  She  received  her 
Ph.D.  in  higher  education  from  Southern  Miss  and,  since  2002,  has 
served  as  a  key  member  of  the  Southern  Miss  Core  Enrollment 
Management  Committee. 


Having  had  the  pleasure  of  working  with  and  serving  on  several 
enrollment  committees  with  Dr.  Motter,  I  can  attest  to  her  outstand- 
ing work  ethic,  energy,  insightful  vision  and  organizational  skills.  As 
an  11-year  veteran  of  the  university's  admissions  office,  I  am  excited 
about  some  of  the  fresh  new  approaches  she  has  encouraged  us  to 
pursue.  The  departments  under  her  watch  are  the  Office  of 
Admissions,  Office  of  Financial  Aid,  Office  of  Freshman  Year 
Experience  and  Office  of  the  University  Registrar.  In  addition  to 
oversight  of  these  departments,  Dr.  Motter  will  chair  the  university's 
Enrollment  Management  Task  Force  and  serve  as  the  administrative 
liaison  between  critical  enrollment  areas  and  members  of  the  uni- 
versity administration. 

She  plans  to  be  highly  involved  in  incorporating  the  goals  of  the 
university  administration,  academic  college  deans,  faculty  and  staff 
into  a  comprehensive  approach  to  enrollment  building.  "I'm  excited 
about  the  opportunity  to  be  even  more  actively  involved  in  the 
recruitment,  admissions  and  retention  process  as  we  move  this  uni- 
versity forward  toward  our  goal  of  20,000  students,"  Motter  said. 

For  those  of  you  who  have  become  avid  readers  and  fans  of  my 
admissions  commentary  in  each  Talon,  you  may  recall  that  I've 
remarked  numerous  times  that  recruitment  and  enrollment  building 
is  a  university  community-wide  process.  The  goal  of  building  our 
enrollment  to  20,000  cannot  be  accomplished  by  one  office  or  even 
a  core  cluster  of  "enrollment  professionals,"  but  rather,  it  must  be 
university-wide  and  comprehensive  in  its  approach.  Dr.  Motter 
shares  my  sentiments  about  the  important  role  our  alumni  play  in 
recruitment,  and  she  is  optimistic  about  the  relationship  among  all 
areas  of  enrollment  services  and  our  many  external  constituencies. 

Dr.  Motter  can  be  reached  at  (601)  266-4774  or  by  e-mail  at 
kristi.motter@usm.edu.  As  always,  I  look  forward  to  your  questions, 
comments  and  suggestions  by  phone  at  (601)  266-5000  or  by  e-mail 
at  mathew.cox@usm.edu. 
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FROM 


The  Legacy  of 


J.  N.  McMillin 


By  Yvonne  Arnold  '90 

University  Archives 

In  a  way,  each  generation  of  people  is 
standing  on  the  shoulders  of  all  the  genera- 
tions that  preceded  it,  building  on  the  foun- 
dation they  laid.  In  the  case  of  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  one  set 
of  those  shoulders  belonged  to  Rev.  Joseph 
Nathaniel  "J.  N."  McMillin,  faculty  member 
and  head  of  the  English  department  from 
1912  to  1927. 

A  native  of  Tippah  County,  McMillin  was 
born  December  16,  1866,  in  Falkner,  Miss. 
He  was  married  to  the  former  Angie  S. 
Lawrence,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Joseph  Lawrence,  Telula,  Mabel 
and  Lowrey  who  died  while  a  student  at 
Hattiesburg  High  School.  Following  his 
retirement  from  teaching  in  1927,  he  served 
as    pastor    of    First    Baptist    Church    in 


J.  N.  McMillin  as  he  appeared  in  the 
1915  yearbook,  Neka  Camon. 


Louisville,  Miss.,  until  his  death  in  1941. 

When  he  arrived  at  then  Mississippi 
Normal  College,  McMillm's  credentials  as  a 
minister  and  an  educator  were  well  estab- 
lished. He  was  a  graduate  of  Iuka  Normal 
Institute,  held  a  bachelor's  degree  in  English 
from  the  University  of  Virginia,  and  from  the 
beginning  of  his  career,  he  combined  teach- 
ing with  preaching.  Between  1889  and 
1911,  he  taught  at  Iuka  Normal  Institute, 
served  as  principal  of  Blue  Mountain 
Academy  and  was  a  faculty  member  at  Blue 
Mountain  College.  Intermingled  with  his 
teaching  career  were  terms  as  pastor  of 
Calvary  Baptist  Church  in  Aberdeen;  Second 
Baptist  Church  in  Jackson;  and  First  Baptist 
Church  and  Main  Street  Baptist  Church  in 
Hattiesburg. 

Whether  pursuing  the  certificate  or  diplo- 
ma course  of  study,  students  at  MNC  were 
required  to  take  more  hours  of  English  than 
any  other  discipline,  which  made  organiza- 
tion of  the  English  department  a  matter  of 
primary  importance.  During  the  first  ses- 
sions, courses  were  offered  in  reading,  gram- 
mar, composition  and  literature,  as  well  as  a 
course  in  the  teaching  of  English.  In  addi- 
tion, review  classes  in  English  were  required 
for  students  who  were  deficient  in  funda- 
mental language  skills.  McMillins  classroom 
was  on  the  second  floor  of  College  Hall  on 
the  west  end,  and  there  he  taught  reading, 
argumentation  and  debate,  reading  in  pres- 
ent-day literature,  the  English  novel  and  the 
teaching  of  English. 

In  addition  to  his  teaching  responsibili- 
ties, McMillin  served  on  the  first  Library 
Committee,  which  was  appointed  by 
President  Joe  Cook  in  October  1912.  Other 
members  of  the  committee  were  Sadie 
Chiles,  Willard  F  Bond,  Orville  G.  Brim  and 
Maggie  Dee  Campbell.  To  facilitate  the  work 
of  the  committee,  McMillin  obtained  a  pub- 


Photograph  of  J.  N.  McMillin  from  dedicatory 
pages  of  1925  Neka  Camon. 


lication  on  the  classification  of  books,  and 
he  and  the  other  members  organized  the 
library  during  MNCs  first  year  of  operation. 
The  original  library  was  located  on  the  sec- 
ond floor  of  College  Hall  on  the  east  end.  In 
recognition  of  his  association  with  the  first 
library,  McMillin  was  selected  to  give  the 
dedicatory  speech  for  the  Joe  Cook 
Memorial  Library  (now  Kennard- 
Washington  Hall)  on  July  11,  1940. 

An  interesting  and  little-known  fact  about 
McMillin  is  that  he  originally  applied  for  the 
position  of  president  of  MNC.  In  a  letter  to 
Board  of  Trustees  member  T  E  Scott  dated 
October  10,  1911,  he  wrote,  "Should  I  be 
the  choice  of  the  board  for  this  high  posi- 
tion, I  pledge  my  whole  time  and  best  pow- 
ers of  mind  and  heart  to  the  building  up  of 
an  efficient  school  for  the  training  of  our 
teachers  in  their  responsible  profession." 

A  petition  signed  by  several  hundred  citi- 
zens of  Hattiesburg  and  Forrest  County 
endorsed   McMillin   for  president,   stating, 
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Scene  from  the  original  library  in  College  Hall  (1922) 

"We  are  convinced  that  J.  N.  McMillin  pos- 
sesses to  a  pronounced  degree  those  quali- 
ties that  are  so  essential  to  management  of 
such  an  institution."  McMillin  was  also 
endorsed  by  board  member  W.  T.  Lowrey  of 
Blue  Mountain  College.  Lowrey  had  known 
McMillin  since  his  boyhood  and  felt  he 
would  be  a  "splendid  man  for  the  place." 

However,  by  the  time  McMillin's  applica- 
tion reached  the  board,  it  was  apparently  too 
late  to  be  considered.  Minutes  of  the 
October  17,  1911,  meeting  of  the  board 
reflect  that  Joe  Cook  was  elected  president, 
and  McMillin's  name  is  not  mentioned. 

Records  indicate  that  McMillin  was  held 
in  high  regard  by  both  faculty  and  students. 
In  1925,  the  school  yearbook,  Neka  Camon, 
was  dedicated  to  him,  and  in  1947  a  build- 
ing was  named  in  his  honor.  The  two-story 
apartment  building  for  married  students  was 
erected  in  1946,  and  in  1947  a  committee  of 
six  faculty  members  suggested  that  it  be 
named  for  McMillin.  At  the  dedication  cere- 
mony on  July  28,  1947,  the  keynote  address 
was  given  by  Cooper  Darby.  In  praising  his 
former  teacher,  Darby  said,  "Mr.  McMillin's 
influence  on  my  life  and  on  the  lives  of  his 
students  has  been  exceeded  by  none  and 
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equaled  by  only  a  few.  Mr.  McMillin  taught 
his  students  the  fine  art  of  living,  for  he  had 
acquired  for  himself  the  fine  art  of  teaching." 

When  McMillin  Hall  was  no  longer  viable  as 
a  residence  hall,  it  housed  a  variety  of  offices, 
including  Public  Relations,  American  Studies, 
Student  Services  for  Athletes 
and  the  Women's  Center. 
In  2003  the  building  was 
demolished  to  make  way 
for  expansion  of  the  R.  C. 
Cook  Student  Union.  But  in 
all  probability,  its  namesake 
would  have  been  100  percent 
in   favor   of  the   building's 
demise  because  his  legacy  is 
not  confined  to  four  walls.  It  is 
being  passed  from  generation 
to  generation. 

For     example,     after     his 
retirement  in  1927,  McMillin 
settled    in    Louisville,    Miss., 
where  he  tutored  a  young  boy 
named  Thomas   Daniel  Young 
and  introduced  him  to  the  world 
of  literature.  Young  received  a 
bachelor's  degree  from  Southern 
Miss  in  1941,  and  after  earning  a 


Ph.D.  from  Vanderbilt  University,  he 
returned  to  his  alma  mater  and  served  as 
chair  of  the  English  department  from  1950- 
1957.  Young  later  returned  to  Vanderbilt 
and  became  its  English  department's  chair. 
In  1962,  a  young  man  named  Thomas 
Richardson  received  a  bachelor's  degree 
from  Southern  Miss  and  later  earned  a  Ph.D. 
from  Vanderbilt  under  the  tutelage  of 
Young.  Richardson  returned  to  Southern 
Miss  and  became  chair  of  the  English 
department  in  1984. 
And  so  the  legacy  continues. 

*ln  the  next  issue  of  The  Talon,  Mississippi 
Normal  College  geography  instructor  Miss 
Willa  Bolton  will  be  the  subject  of  discussion. 


left:  The  dedication  page  from  the  1925  Neka  Camon 
right:  Dedication  program  for  McMillin  Hall  (July  28.  1947) 
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Dealing  with  Life's  Little  Surprises 

Michelle  Fleming  is  like  so  many  other  college  students  who  find 
ways  to  reach  their  goals. 

That's  why  she  has  started  a  scholarship  for  people  just  like  her. 
Fleming,  an  administrative  assistant  at  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast,  has  created  an  annual  scholarship  she  calls 
GOALS,  which  stands  for  Go  Over  and  Above  Life's  Surprises. 

"My  purpose  for  starting  this  scholarship  is  to  help  students  who  are 
working  to  reach  their  goals,"  said  Fleming.  "Being  a  single  parent,  cou- 
pled with  my  experience  working  in  [the  Office  of]  Financial  Aid, 
proved  that  all  types  of  students  struggle  to  get  through  school.  I  have 
been  blessed  with  many  gifts  and  feel  that  God  would  want  me  to  help 
others." 

Fleming,  a  single  mom  at  age  18,  planned  to  join  the  Air  Force,  but 
instead  accepted  the  sole  responsibility  of  raising  her  daughter,  Jolene. 
Fleming  said  she  and  her  daughter  grew  up  together  and  made  the  best 
of  the  situation.  They  lived  paycheck  to  paycheck,  but  still  made  it. 
Fleming's  previous  employment  before  joining  Southern  Miss  Gulf 
Coast  included  fast  food  and  factory  work  and  clerical  duties. 

Fleming  started  working  at  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast  in  September 
1995  as  a  part-time  financial  aid  clerk.  The  following  August  she  was 
promoted  to  full  time  and  remained  in  Financial  Aid  until  August  1999. 
At  that  time,  she  started  working  for  the  nursing  program  as  an  admin- 
istrative assistant.  In  January  2000,  she  moved  into  the  academic  advis- 
er position  there.  She  remained  in  that  position  until  September  2002, 
when  she  decided  to  go  to  school  full  time.  During  that  time,  she  trans- 
ferred to  the  Admissions  and  Records  Office  and  worked  part  time. 
When  the  administrative  assistant  position  opened  in  nursing,  she 
decided  to  go  back  to  a  much  quieter  environment  to  work  and  finish 
her  degree. 

She  started  taking  classes  at  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Community 
College  (MGCCC)  in  January  1996.  She  had  been  out  of  school  for  15 
years  and  decided  to  begin  slowly,  one  class  at  a  time.  The  first  year  she 
spent  re  learning  how  to  be  a  student  and  sharpening  her  math  skills. 
After  the  first  year,  she  started  taking  six  credit  hours  each  semester. 
More  than  that  wasn't  an  option  for  her  because  she  had  a  teenage 
daughter  who  was  involved  in  sports  and  primarily  swimming. 


Her  determination  paid  off.  In  May  2001,  she  graduated  with  an 
associate  of  art  degree  from  MGCCC.  She  is  scheduled  to  graduate  this 
May  with  a  bachelor  of  science  in  business  administration  (BSBA)  with 
an  emphasis  in  management  information  systems  (MIS)  from  Southern 
Miss  Gulf  Coast. 

"It  has  taken  me  eight  years,  but  my  persistence  has  paid  off,"  said 
Fleming. 

The  first  GOALS  scholarship,  in  the  amount  of  $600,  will  be  award- 
ed next  fall  for  the  2004-05  year.  Thereafter,  the  scholarship  will  be 
$900  annually. 

GOALS  will  be  given  to  a  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast  junior  or  senior, 
enrolled  in  six  or  more  semester  hours  pursuing  a  business  degree  (MIS 
preferred,  with  management  as  the  alternative).  Consideration  will  be 
given  to  well-rounded  students  with  a  2.5  or  higher  grade  point  aver- 
age, rather  than  those  who  are  eligible  for  financial  aid  or  academic 
awards. 

For  more  information  about  this  scholarship  and  other  donor/scholar- 
ship opportunities,  contact  the  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast  Development 
Office  at  (228)  865-4522. 

— Chris  Rolley 


Pictured  with  Southern  Miss  President  Shelby  F.  Thames,  from  left,  are  Andy 
Mercier,  executive  vice  president  of  Merchants  Food  Service,  and  Bob  Lowe, 
Southern  Miss  director  of  food  service  and  manager  of  Seymour's. 


Scholarship  Honors  Food 
Service  Director 


Proceeds  from  the  annual  Big  M  Golf  Tournament  were  given  to 
the  USM  Foundation  in  February  to  establish  a  scholarship 
endowment  in  honor  of  Bob  Lowe,  longtime  director  of  Southern 
Miss  Food  Services.  The  scholarship  is  in  recognition  of  Lowe's  28 
years  of  dedication  and  commitment  to  Southern  Miss  and  the 
food  service  industry. 

The  tournament  is  sponsored  each  year  by  Merchants  Food 
Service  of  Hattiesburg,  with  proceeds  designated  for  various  schol- 
arships. In  presenting  the  check,  Andy  Mercier,  Merchants  execu- 
tive vice  president  and  a  Southern  Miss  alumnus,  said  company 
officials  hope  the  $10,000  donation  will  act  as  seed  money  to  gen- 
erate support  for  scholarships  at  Southern  Miss. 
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One  Life  Touching  Many 


Retired  speech  and  hearing  professor  Dr. 
Doris  P.  Bradley  is  planning  to  stretch  her 
years  of  teaching  at  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi's  DuBard  School  for 
Language  Disorders  indefinitely.  Bradley, 
renowned  nationally  and  internationally  as 
a  leader  in  the  field  of  speech-language 
pathology,  has  established  a  gift  annuity 
that  will  one  day  fund  the  Dr.  Doris  P 
Bradley  DuBard  Staff  Development  endow- 
ment. 

"During  my  years  of  teaching  at  the  uni- 
versity I  witnessed  the  important  role  this 
school  plays  in  helping  children  adapt  and 
succeed  in  society,"  said  Bradley,  who 
retired  in  1998  after  17  years  of  service  at 
Southern  Miss.  "The  staff  is  tremendous 
and  I  want  to  contribute  to  their  develop- 
ment as  trainers  and  teachers  so  that 
through  this  program  the  university  can 
continue  improving  the  lives  of  children." 

In  1953  when  Southern  Miss  was  known 
as  Mississippi  Southern  College,  Bradley 
was  one  of  the  first  at  the  institution  to  earn 
a  speech  correction  degree.  Now  Bradley's 
service  around  the  country  and  the  world 
has  enhanced  the  lives  of  innumerable  indi- 
viduals with  communicative  disorder  and 
those  who  teach  in  this  field.  Through  her 
endowment,  she  will  continue  to  touch 
lives.  When  fully  funded,  the  proceeds 
from  the  gift  annuity  will  provide  stipends 
for  staff  development  and  support  for 
future  management  needs  of  the  DuBard 
School. 


"The  DuBard  School  benefited  greatly 
under  Dr.  Bradley's  leadership  as  professor 
and  chair  in  the  Department  of  Speech  and 
Hearing  Sciences,"  said  Dr.  Maureen 
Martin,  director  of  the  school.  "Her  contin- 
ued interest  and  involvement  during  retire- 
ment is  significant  and  we  are  truly  appre- 
ciative." 

Bradley's  planned  gift  will  help  ensure 
that  well-prepared  professionals  will  be 
available  for  those  challenged  with  com- 
municative disorders  for  years  to  come.  A 
longtime  member  of  the  USM  Foundation 
Honor  Club  and  a  scholarship  donor, 
Bradley's  additional  gift  moves  her  into 
the  President's  Circle  of  giving  at 
Southern  Miss. 

The    DuBard    School    for    Language 
Disorders  was  established  in  1962  to  serve 
children  with   severe   language,   speech 
disorders  and  hearing  impairments. 
The   school   provides   guidance 
and   counseling  for  parents 
and  families  of  the  chil- 
dren, and  offers  practi- 
cal  training   for   stu- 
dents  majoring   in 
speech-language 
pathology,  audiol- 
ogy  or  deaf  edu- 
cation. 

"A  gift  annuity 
is    an    excellent 
way    to    provide 
future  funding  for 
a  program,"  said 
Ben  Samel,  direc- 
tor   of    planned 
giving  and  devel- 
opment officer  for 
the     College     of 
Education       and 
Fsychology.    "It  is 
one  of  many  plans 
available   to   pro- 
vide  flexibility   in 
giving." 

For  more  infor- 
mation on  giving 
options,  contact 
Samel  at  (601)  266- 
5481. 

— Rebekah  Ray 
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Honor  Club  Members 

THROUGH  MARCH  9,  2004 

PRESIDENT'S  CIRCLE 

Drs.  Ray  and  Frances  Karnes* 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

HERITAGE  CIRCLE 

Mike  and  Lou  Bonner 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Don  and  Helen  Fulllam* 
Laurel,  Miss. 

CORPORATE  ASSOCIATES  FOR  EXCELLENCE 

Mississippi  Economic  Development  Council 
Jackson,  Miss. 

ASSOCIATES  FOR  EXCELLENCE 

Byron  Greco 
Burbank,  Calif. 

Rex  Gandy  and  Laura  Prange 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

John  and  Ann  Harsh 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 
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Student-Athlete  Rises  to  the  Top 


By  Dana  Luquire  '02 


Many  college  students  would  tell  you 
they  have  a  lot  of  time  on  their 
hands,  but  this  isn't  the  case  with 
Olivia  Berry.  The  20-year-old  Honors  College 
student-athlete  is  constantly  on  the  go. 

A  three-year  letter  winner,  Berry  serves  as  co- 
captain  of  the  Southern  Miss  women's  tennis 
team,  and  she  will  graduate  from  Southern 
Miss  a  year  early  with  a  4.0  average.  It's  a  phe- 
nomenal accomplishment  for  a  student-athlete 
who  is  actively  involved  on  campus. 

Berry  is  a  member  of  Kappa  Delta  Sorority 
and  served  as  its  scholarship  chairman.  "I  am 
thankful  for  the  friendships  and  opportunities 
that  being  a  part  of  the  Greek  system  has 
brought  me,"  she  said. 

Additionally,  Berry  was  secretary  for  the 
Student-Athlete  Advisory  Committee  and 
advocated  on  behalf  of  the  tennis  program  for  new  tennis 
courts.  She  plays  singles  and  doubles  on  the  tennis  team,  and 
said  she  has  seen  a  number  of  changes  in  her  three  years.  "My 
years  on  the  team  have  been  fun  and  challenging  because  the 
program  has  gone  through  a  lot  of  positive  changes,"  she  said. 
"We  are  a  lot  more  competitive  in  our  conference  and  we  con- 
tinue to  get  better  each  year." 

In  addition  to  her  involvement  in  tennis  and  Kappa  Delta, 
Berry  is  an  excellent  student  and  was  named  a  Presidential 
Scholar,  an  honor  given  only  to  a  few  deserving  individuals 
each  year.  She  is  also  an  ambassador  for  the  Honors  College, 
which  she  said  has  allowed  her  to  contribute  back  to  the  uni- 
versity. "Being  in  the  Honors  College  has  given  me  the  oppor- 
tunity to  represent  the  university  and  encourage  the  best  stu- 
dents to  attend  Southern  Miss,"  she  said.  "I  feel  that  being  an 
ambassador  for  the  Honors  College  has  allowed  me  to  give 
back  to  the  university  in  another  way  besides  tennis." 

The  excellence  that  Berry  strives  for  is  apparent  in  every- 
thing she  does.  "Olivia  is  a  serious  student  who  sets,  pursues, 
achieves  and  often  exceeds  ambitious  academic  goals,"  said 
Paula  Mathis,  coordinator  of  the  Honors  College. 

Berry  not  only  sets  and  pursues  these  goals  academically,  but 
also  athletically.  The  student-athlete  said  she  realized  early  on 


Olivia  Berry,  who  plans  to  pursue  a  career  in  the  medical  field,  excels  in  academics  and  athletics  at 
Southern  Miss. 


that  playing  a  collegiate  sport  and  taking  a  full  load  of  classes 
every  semester  was  going  to  be  a  huge  commitment.  However, 
Berry  has  found  a  way  for  the  two  activities  that  occupy  most 
of  her  time  to  compliment  one  another.  "Tennis  is  a  stress- 
relief  for  me,  but  it  is  also  rewarding,"  she  said. 

And  for  this  Southern  Miss  tennis  player,  her  rewards  have 
been  plentiful.  Last  year,  Berry  was  named  a  Conference  USA 
Gold  Medalist  Scholar,  a  recognition  given  to  athletes  who 
maintain  a  4.0  average.  She  was  also  nominated  for  the  NCAA. 
Foundation's  Leadership  Award  and  was  the  only  female  to  be 
selected  from  Southern  Miss.  Berry  was  also  named  by  Forrest 
General  Hospital  as  the  Scholar  Athlete  of  the  Year  and  as  Most 
Outstanding  Female  at  Southern  Miss  her  freshman  year. 

Berry  is  the  daughter  of  Rick  and  Ramona  Berry,  who  are 
also  Southern  Miss  graduates.  She  said  the  choice  oi  where  to 
attend  college  was  easy.  "Coming  to  Southern  Miss  was  not  a 
difficult  decision  for  me  because  both  of  my  parents  and  my 
older  sister  attended  the  university.  It  meant  a  Lot  to  my  fami- 
ly when  I  chose  to  come  to  Southern  Miss." 

Whether  Bern'  is  on  the  tennis  court,  in  the  classroom  or 
excelling  in  another  activity,  there  is  no  doubt  that  she  is  repre- 
senting the  university  well.  Bern-  said  she  is  "aware  that  [she  is] 
constantly  representing  the  university  as  an  athlete  and  a  student." 
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Compretta  Takes  New 
Position  in  Stride 

Interested  in  politics  since  he  was  a  teenager,  J.P.  Compretta  is  now  one  of 
the  most  important  members  of  Mississippi's  House  of  Representatives 


By  Dana  Luquire  '02 

For  Rep.  Joseph  Patrick  "J.P."  Compretta  '67, 
the  Mississippi  House  of  Representatives  is  a 
place  to  call  home.  Representing  the  southern 
part  of  Hancock  County  (District  122),  Compretta  is 

serving  his  seventh 
term  in  office  and 
recently  was  elected 
speaker  pro  tempore. 
His  longevity  in  politics 
isn't  surprising,  consid- 
ering the  Bay  St.  Louis 
native  has  been  fasci- 
nated by  politics  since 
he  was  a  teenager. 

"I  was  always  inter- 
ested in  politics  in  high 
school,"  he  says.  "I  was 
a  member  of  the  stu- 
dent government  and 
other  civic  organizations  in  my  school.  I  just  always 
enjoyed  it." 

Having  the  interest  from  an  early  age  motivated 
Compretta  to  run  for  the  Mississippi  government  in 
1976.  "I  saw  where  the  position  was  open  and  fig- 
ured that  1  could  do  a  good  job,"  he  explains. 

After  being  elected  to  office  in  1976,  Compretta 
served  as  a  representative  for  District  122  for  eight 
years.  Then,  he  decided  to  take  a  position  as  the 
assistant  district  attorney  for  Hancock,  Harrison  and 
Stone  counties.  However,  it  was  not  long  before 
Compretta  was  back  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  In  1988,  he  returned  to  the  House 
and  has  served  ever  since.  Today  Compretta's  pas- 


Compretta  presides  in  his  new  position  as  speaker  pro 
tempe  for  the  Mississippi  House  of  Representatives. 


sion  for  public  service  has  helped  make  him  one 
of  the  most  powerful  people  in  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

As  a  veteran  representative,  Compretta  has  seen 
many  changes.  In  fact,  he  is  the  only  member  left 
from  the  group  of  legislators  he  began  with  in 
1976.  Throughout  his  service,  Compretta  says  he 
has  been  mindful  of  the  needs  of  Mississippi's 
higher  education.  "I  have  seen  a  tremendous 
growth  throughout  the  state  and  with  the  univer- 
sities of  the  state,"  he  explains.  "With  that  growth 
come  expenditures,  and  I  have  always  supported 
growth.  I  have  a  special  interest  in  the  colleges  in 
the  state  and  their  growth." 

"I  have  seen  a  tremendous  growth 
throughout  the  state  and  with  the 
universities  of  the  state.  With  that 
growth  come  expenditures,  and  I 
have  always  supported  growth.  I 
have  a  special  interest  in  the  col- 
leges in  the  state  and  their  growth." 

Since  1994  the  total  funding  for  construction 
received  for  Southern  Miss  for  all  campuses  is 
around  $100  million,  including  the  new  perform- 
ing arts  center,  Liberal  Arts  Building  and  the 
DuBard  School  for  Language  Disorders  additions 
on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 

Compretta  has  played  a  vital  role  in  legislation 
that  has  been  passed  for  other  Southern  Miss 
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After  being  sworn  in  as  speaker  pro  tempe,  Rep.  Joseph  "J. P."  Compretta  smiles 
at  his  granddaughter  while  his  family  looks  on. 


campuses.  He  had  a  part  in  the  Gulf  Coast  campus'  expansion 
into  a  four-year  university,  which  has  helped  Southern  Miss 
grow  as  a  whole.  In  1997,  he  helped  secure  the  $3  million 
needed  to  build  the  university's  Department  of  Marine  Science, 
which  is  housed  at  the  Stennis  Space  Center  in  Hancock 
County. 

Diligent  in  his  efforts  for  higher  education  in  Mississippi, 
Compretta  says  he  cherishes  his  Southern  Miss  memories  and 
is  thankful  for  his  years  spent  at  the  university.  After  receiving 
a  bachelors  degree  in  business  administration  from  Southern 
Miss,  he  earned  his  juris  doctorate  from  Mississippi  College 
School  of  Law.  Compretta  has  practiced  law  for  more  than  33 
years  and  in  1993  was  appointed  as  the  attorney  for  the 
Hancock  County  Youth  Court.  In  this  position,  he  represents 
neglected  and  abused  children. 

Additionally,  Compretta  is  a  member  of  the  Mississippi  State 
Bar  Association  and  the  Hancock  County  Bar  Association.  He 


serves  on  ihe  board  of  directors  for  the  Mississippi  Arts  Fair  for  the 
Handicapped.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  he  is  chair  of  the 
Management  Committee  and  serves  on  the  Judiciary  A,  Marine 
Resources,  and  Ways  and  Means  committees. 

While  the  new  speaker  pro  tempore  has  been  successful  in  all  aspects 
of  his  life,  his  career  and  family  are  true  testaments  to  his  hard  work  and 
dedication.  Compretta  and  his  wife,  the  former  Barbara  Kay  Ruhr,  have 
four  children  and  one  grandchild.  The  Southern  Miss  tradition  has  been 
passed  on  to  their  son,  Jeremy,  who  received  a  bachelors  degree  and  a 
masters  of  business  administration  degree  from  the  university.  His 
daughter,  Jennifer,  also  received  her  masters  of  business  administration 
degree  from  Southern  Miss. 

"I  don't  have  much  spare  time,  but  when  I  do,  I  like  to  spend  it  with 
my  family,"  he  says. 


"J.P."  Compretta  and  his  wife,  Kay,  pose  with  their  son  Jeremy  and  his  wife, 
Rebecca,  at  his  Southern  Miss  graduation. 


MEAT  PRODUCTS 


FOR  THE  3  BIG  BBQ  DAYS  OF  SUMMER 


MEMORIAL  DAY        INDEPENDENCE  DAY  LABOR  DAY 


FAMILY  OWNED  THIRD  GENERATION  STRONG 
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College  of  Education  &  Psychology: 
Embracing  the  Future 


By  Rebekah  Ray  and  Donna  McGuyer 


LIVING  LIFE,  LEAVING  A  LEGACY 

Bronco  and  bull  rider,  baseball  play- 
er, skilled  craftsman,  army  officer,  col- 
lector of  art,  administrator,  researcher, 
author  and  publisher.  Dr.  M.  Ray 
Karnes  is  all  of  these  and  more  but  it 
is  his  commitment  to  education  that 
has  been  a  defining  force  in  his  life. 

As  a  twice-named  professor  emeri- 
tus, first  at  the  University  of  Illinois  at 
Urbana-Champaign,  where  he  taught  for  24  years  and  then  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  where  he  taught  for  five  years, 
Karnes  has  set  a  standard  for  excellence  in  education  and  giving.  His 
wife,  Dr.  Frances  A.  Karnes,  founder  and  director  of  the  Dr.  Frances 
A.  Karnes  Center  for  Gifted  Studies  as  well  as  a  professor  in  the 
Department  of  Curriculum,  Instruction,  and  Special  Education, 
joins  him  in  these  endeavors.  In  January  2004,  the  couple  increased 
their  USM  Foundation  Honor  Club  pledge  to  $100,000,  moving 
them  into  the  Presidents  Circle  with  their  support  of  the  Frances  A. 
Karnes  Scholarship  Endowment,  the  Christopher  J.  Karnes 
Memorial  Scholarship  Endowment,  and  the  Friends  of  Gifted 
Education  Fund. 

"Giving  to  something  to  which  we  are  committed,  supporting  the 
university  and  thus  helping  to  prepare  educational  leaders  is  espe- 
cially rewarding  and  gives  us  such  a  good  feeling,"  said  Dr.  Ray 
Karnes,  a  former  professor  of  educational  leadership. 

Karnes'  adventure  in  education  began  at  his  parents'  knees  as  they 
shared  their  correspondence  school  lessons  with  their  nine  children, 
introducing  them  to  architectural  and  engineering  plans  and  speci- 
fications intertwined  with  reading,  writing,  and  math.  Although 
Karnes  never  attended  elementary  school  and  three  siblings  skipped 
portions  of  two  or  three  grades,  all  nine  earned  college  degrees, 
seven  masters,  and  four  doctorates. 

"At  one  time,  five  of  us  were  university  professors,  two  were  pub- 
lic school  teachers,  and  two  held  administrative  positions  in  indus- 
try," Karnes  said. 

"My  father  was  a  skilled  mechanic  who  supervised  the  construc- 
tion of  gasoline  plants  and  oil  refineries,"  said  Karnes,  recalling  his 
childhood  in  the  Texas  oil  fields  where  his  parents  taught  him  and 
his  siblings  to  ride  and  rope,  fish,  hunt  and  trap.  "We  lived  in  tents 
on  construction  sites,  and  moved  so  often  that  no  two  of  the  nine 
children  were  born  in  the  same  county. 


"Our  parents  frequently  cooked  and  baked  on  an  open-pit  fire. 
They  taught  us  to  identify,  harvest,  prepare,  and  preserve  wild  game, 
greens,  mushrooms,  berries,  nuts  and  fruit,"  Karnes  said. 

When  Karnes  was  14,  his  family  moved  into  a  house  in  Abernathy 
Texas,  where  he  entered  the  local  public  school  and  graduated  four 
years  later  as  valedictorian.  For  the  next  six  years,  he  worked  in  con- 
struction, attaining  journeyman  and  foreman  status  in  carpentry  and 
cabinetry  before  joining  the  maintenance  department  at  North  Texas 
State  University  (now  the  University  of  North  Texas).  While  there  he 
began  taking  courses,  eventually  earning  a  bachelors  degree  in 
industrial  education,  physics,  and  mathematics  and  a  master's  in 
educational  administration. 

After  teaching  for  two  years  at  North  Texas,  Karnes  enrolled  at  the 
University  of  Missouri-Columbia,  where  he  earned  a  doctorate  in 
educational  leadership  and  technical  education  and  served  on  the 
faculty  two  years  before  and  two  years  after  World  War  II. When 
Pearl  Harbor  was  bombed,  he  went  to  work  for  the  War  Department 
as  assistant  director  of  the  instructor  training  department  at  the 
armored  school  in  Fort  Knox,  later  led  a  tank  company  overseas,  and 
after  the  war  ended  served  as  commanding  officer  of  an  engineering 
unit  in  Yokohama,  Japan. 

Of  his  University  of  Illinois  years,  Karnes  recalls  with  satisfaction  his 
55  doctoral  students  who  became  university  professors,  several  serving 
as  department  heads,  deans,  provosts,  vice  presidents,  and  presidents 
of  comprehensive  community  colleges  and  universities.  He  notes  his 
involvement  with  state  and  regional  field  and  feasibility  studies  that 
resulted  in  legislation  to  improve  the  Illinois  higher  education  system. 


Pictured  from  left,  Dr.  James  McPhail,  Dr.  Ray  Karnes,  and  Ben  Samel,  development 
officer  for  the  College  of  Education  and  Psychology. 
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Part  of  his  work  at  Illinois  took  Karnes  and  his  family  to  Sierra 
Leone  for  almost  four  years  where  he  helped  develop  Njala 
University  College  as  a  constituent  campus  of  the  University  of 
Sierra  Leone  along  with  Fourah  Bay  College  in  Freetown. 

"Helping  organize  a  college  in  Africa  was  one  of  the  most  inter- 
esting experiences  of  my  career  because  of  the  institutional  diver- 
sity and  the  primitive  environment.  We  had  17  nationalities  on  the 
faculty  and  12  in  the  student  body,"  Karnes  said.  "My  position  as 
advisor  to  Njalas  president  and  as  head  of  the  thirteen  member 
team  of  University  of  Illinois  professors  on  assignment  there 
placed  me  on  governing  councils  of  two  colleges  of  the  University 
of  Sierra  Leone." 

Upon  retiring  as  department  chair  at  Illinois,  the  Karnes  family 
moved  to  Hattiesburg  where  he  taught  educational  leadership  at 
Southern  Miss  for  five  years,  and  his  wife  established  the  Southern 
Miss  program  in  gifted  education. 

Dr.  James  McPhail,  also  a  retired  Southern  Miss  faculty  member 
and  himself  a  Presidents  Circle  member,  was  instrumental  in  bring- 
ing Dr.  Ray  Karnes  to  Southern  Miss.  "We  were  looking  for  an  expert 
in  his  field  and  were  fortunate  to  employ  him,"  said  McPhail,  who 
continues  to  be  a  close  friend.  "He  was  an  outstanding  professor  and 
contributed  greatly  to  Southern  Miss." 

TEACHING  BY  EXAMPLE 

During  her  20-year  career  as  a  first-grade  teacher,  Robbie 
Cockerham  Lightsey  touched  the  lives  of  more  than  500  stu- 
dents.Many  of  those  first-graders  became  teachers  themselves,  cred- 
iting Mrs.  Lightsey  as  the  inspiration  that  led  them  into  the  profes- 
sion. And  for  the  final  28  years  of  her  life,  Mrs.  Lightsey  taught  all 
those  who  knew  her  a  valuable  lesson — a  lesson  in  faith — as  she 
bravely  battled  cancer  and  endured  its  prescribed  treatment  of 
chemotherapy. 

"Robbie  loved  children  and  spent  years  motivating  them  as  a  teacher," 
said  Charles  Lightsey,  her  husband  of  42  years.  "She  was  a  great  witness 
to  her  faith  and  had  a  great  attitude  dunng  her  lengthy  illness." 

A  native  of  Greenville,  Miss.,  Robbie  graduated  from  Southern  Miss 
in  1962,  and  taught  in  Memphis,  and  then  at  Laurel  Christian  School 
in  Laurel.  She  and  Charles  met  while  attending  Southern  Miss. 

"Education  was  very  important  to  her,"  said  Charles,  who  estab- 
lished a  scholarship  in  her  memory  last  year  at  her  alma  mater. 
"Both  her  mother  and  aunt  were  teachers  in  the  early  1900s." 

The  Robbie  Cockerham  Lightsey  Education  Scholarship  will  be 
awarded  to  elementary  education  majors,  with  preference  given  to 
someone  from  Jones  County,  the  Lightseys'  home.  Robbie  was  active 
in  civic  organizations  there,  including  the  Tallahala  DAR  Chapter, 
the  Northwood  Garden  Club  and  the  Laurel  Junior  Auxiliary.  She 
taught  Sunday  school  at  First  Baptist  Church  and  volunteered  at 
South  Central  Regional  Medical  Center. 

"Our  years  at  Southern  Miss  were  some  of  the  best  times  of  our 
lives,"  Charles  said. "This  scholarship  for  Robbie  is  a  tremendous 
way  to  pass  on  to  others  her  love  of  education  and  of  teaching." 

Planning  to  become  a  teacher,  Robbie  first  came  to  the  university 
one  summer  while  in  high  school  to  attend  band  camp  and  later 


Robbie  Lightsey,  right,  pictured  with  her  husband,  Charles,  and  younger  daughter, 
Sarah. 


returned  to  study  education.  While  a  student  at  Southern  Miss,  she 
served  on  the  yearbook  staff  and  belonged  to  the  BSU,  Alpha  Delta 
Honorary  Society,  Phi  Alpha  honorary  history  society,  served  as  pres- 
ident of  Delta  Delta  Delta  social  sorority,  and  was  selected  for  Who's 
Who  in  American  Colleges  and  Universities. 

Charles  Lightsey  studied  real  estate  and  management  at  Southern  Miss, 
graduating  in  1961.  For  40  years  he  worked  with  the  Social  Security 
Administration,  and  retired  as  district  manager  m  Laurel  in  2000.  Today 
he  is  a  disability  representative  and  social  security  consultant. 

The  Lightseys  have  two  children.  Debbie  Lightsey  McKinley,  39, 
majored  in  banking  and  finance  and  graduated  from  the  university 
in  1985.  She  and  her  husband,  Jonathan,  also  a  Southern  Miss  alum- 
nus, reside  in  Laurel  where  Debbie  works  as  an  accountant  at 
Robison  Tire  Company.  The  Lightseys'  younger  daughter,  Sarah,  35. 
works  for  the  social  security  administration  in  Mobile . 

"Alumni  families  like  the  Lightseys  play  a  critical  role  in  advanc- 
ing the  work  of  the  university,"  said  Ben  Samel,  development  officer 
for  the  College  of  Education  and  Psychology.  "Thanks  to  this  schol- 
arship, Robbies  influence  will  be  felt  for  generations  to  come." 

CHAMPIONING  EDUCATION 

Elmer  E.  McCoy  grew  up  on  a  farm  in  Northeast  Mississippi  and 
always  knew  he  wanted  to  be  an  educator.  After  teaching  for  several 
years  in  Prentiss  County  in  the  1920s,  McCoy  decided  to  pursue  a 
degree  in  education  at  Mississippi  Normal  College  in  Hattiesburg. 
Under  one  of  the  college's  magnificent  friendship  oak  trees  on  June 
13,  1930,  he  met  his  future  wife,  Susie  Belle  Beasley.  The  two  fell  in 
love  and  formed  a  61 -year  partnership  that  would  to  this  day  impact 
education,  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  and  the  state  of 
Mississippi. 

An  endowed  scholarship  has  been  established  at  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  to  honor  these  two  longtime  teachers.  The 
establishment  of  the  Elmer  E.  and  Susie  B.  McCoy  Excellence  in 
Education  Scholarship  was  announced  in  Jackson  on  February  23. 
2004.  Mr.  McCoy  is  no  longer  living,  having  passed  in  1994,  and 
Mrs.  McCoy,  a  retired  educator,  resides  in  Booneville.  Miss. 

"The  McCoys  devoted  their  lives  to  teaching  and  expanding  edu- 
cational opportunities  to  children  in  rural  Mississippi."  said  State 
Auditor  Phil  Bryant,  who  with  Trustmark  National  Bank  president 
Harry  Walker,  will  be  spearheading  fundraising  efforts.  "I'm  pleased 
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Elmer  and  Susie  McCoy  on  the  steps  of 
College  Hall  near  the  spot  where  they 
met  in  1930. 


to  announce  that  a  scholarship 
is  being  established  at  The 
University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  to  honor  the  late 
Mr.  McCoy  and  the  energetic 
95-year-old  Mrs.  McCoy." 

A  native  of  Hazlehurst,  Mrs. 
McCoy  graduated  from 
Whitworth  College  in 
Brookhaven  and  taught  fifth 
and  sixth  grades  for  five  years 
in  Silver  Creek,  Mississippi. 
During  this  time,  she  took 
additional  courses  at 

Mississippi   Normal   College, 
and  met  Mr.  McCoy. 
"I  discovered  when  we  met  what  a  great  guy  he  was,"  Mrs.  McCoy 
said.  "He  was  such  a  first-class  Christian  gentleman.  We  had  a  won- 
derful life  together." 

In  addition  to  his  many  years  in  the  classroom,  McCoy  served  in 
the  Mississippi  House  from  1936  to  1952.  At  that  time,  the 
Legislature  met  every  other  year,  which  allowed  him  to  teach  during 
the  years  he  wasn't  in  session.  He  became  recognized  as  a  champi- 
on of  education.  In  1944,  McCoy  co-authored  the  bill  to  provide 
free  textbooks  to  the  states  schoolchildren,  and  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  Northeast  Mississippi  Community  College  in 
Booneville. 

The  McCoys  had  three  children:  Edward  and  Billy  McCoy  and 
Mary  Sue  McCoy  Anderson.  Billy  is  the  present  speaker  of  the 
Mississippi  House  of  Representatives. 

The  scholarship  will  be 
awarded  to  a  Mississippi 
resident  who  is  enrolled 
at  the  university,  pursu- 
ing a  degree  in  K-12  edu- 
cation. It  will  continue 
the  McCoy  legacy  in  edu- 
cation and  will  allow 
other  Mississippians  to 
pursue  their  degrees  in 
the  field  of  education 


Elmer  McCoy  and  Susie  Beasley  met  near  this 
site  in  1930. 


BUILDING  A  FOUNDATION  OF  KNOWLEDGE 

Chris  Ward  received  three  degrees  at  Southern  Miss  and  he's  glad 
he  did.  He  credits  the  College  of  Education  and  Psychology  with 
preparing  him  for  a  job  he  loves. 

Last  July  Ward  accepted  a  position  at  Harvard  Medical  School  and 
VA  Medical  Center  in  Brockton,  Mass.,  in  a  prestigious  postdoctor- 
al sleep  research  program,  an  opportunity  he  couldn't  refuse 
although  he  had  never  lived  anywhere  but  in  Hattiesburg. 


"After  graduating  from  Hattiesburg  High  in  1994,  I  enrolled  at 
Southern  Miss,"  said  Ward,  who  received  a  bachelor's  degree  in 
1998,  master's  degree  in  2001,  and  doctorate  in  2003  from  the  uni- 
versity. "I  feel  fortunate  to  have  had  the  guidance  of  John  Harsh  and 
John  McCoy  during  my  time  there." 

Drs.  Harsh  and  McCoy,  both  professors  in  the  Department  of 
Psychology  at  Southern  Miss,  are  pleased  Ward  has  found  well- 
deserved  success  in  his  field  of  study.  Ward,  who  was  manager  of  the 
Behavioral  Neuroscience  Laboratory  under  McCoy  conducted  his 
master's  thesis  and  dissertation  research  in  the  Southern  Miss  lab, 
studying  the  effects  of  certain  drugs  and  herbal  extracts  on  memory  in 
laboratory  animals.  He  also  worked  as  a  graduate  research  assistant  in 
the  Sleep  Research  Laboratory  with  Harsh.  In  addition  to  working  in 
the  research  labs,  Ward  taught  psychology  classes  at  the  university. 


Chris  Ward  analyzes  the  neurochemicals  important  for  regulation  of  sleep  and 
wakefulness  in  the  lab  at  Harvard  Medical  School  and  VA  Center. 

"Chris  Ward  provides  a  classic  example  of  the  hometown  boy 
makes  good'  story,"  said  McCoy.  "The  citizens  of  Hattiesburg  should 
be  proud  of  Chris  and  also  of  the  educational  system  that  provided 
the  foundations  for  his  success." 

Ward's  emphasis  area  of  experimental  psychology  serves  him  well 
in  his  work  at  Harvard  where  he  is  studying  the  basic  mechanisms 
of  sleep  in  the  Harvard  Department  of  Psychiatry  under  noted 
researcher.  Dr.  Robert  McCarley,  department  chair  and  director  of 
the  neuroscience  lab.  The  program  involves  preeminent  scientists 
from  around  the  world,  a  fact  that  Chris  Ward  finds  stimulating 
rather  than  daunting. 

"I  became  aware  of  the  work  being  done  by  Dr.  McCarley  as  an 
undergraduate  working  with  John  Harsh,"  Ward  said.  "The  broad 
training  I  received  in  neuroscience  and  experimental  psychology  at 
Southern  Miss  was  instrumental  in  securing  the  postdoctoral  fellow- 
ship at  Harvard." 

The  findings  of  the  research  at  Harvard  Medical  School  and  VA 
Center  are  expected  to  add  a  wealth  of  knowledge  in  the  field  of 
sleep  disorder  research.  Chris  Ward,  formerly  of  Hattiesburg,  will 
have  a  definitive  role  in  the  process. 

"Chris  is  one  of  our  many  outstanding  graduate  students  in  the 
experimental  psychology  program  who  will  be  building  a  founda- 
tion of  knowledge  and  skills  through  his  work  in  a  world-class  sleep 
laboratory,"  said  Harsh. 
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The  Entrepreneur 


By  Leslie  Hegwood 


One  of  the  first  lessons  learned  in  life  is  that  no  matter  how  well  you  plan,  you  never  know  where  life 
is  going  to  take  you. 

Max  Draughn  '84,  CEO  of  Cypress  Pharmaceuticals,  had  to  have  that  attitude  when  it  was  time  to 
begin  college.  Southern  Miss'  location  and  affordability  appealed  to  the  Petal,  Miss.,  native,  and  after 
three  years  of  hard  work,  he  graduated  from  the  university  with  a  degree  in  political  science. 

"1  was  not  very  involved  in  campus  activities;  I  mostly  came  to  class  and  left.  In  addition  to  my  class 
load,  I  was  also  working  about  35  hours  a  week,"  Draughn  says. 

He  knew  about  the  university  because  his  mother,  Doris  Williams  Draughn,  was  an  alumna.  But  like  many 
small-town  kids,  Draughn  had  an  intense  desire  to  get  in,  get  out  and  see  the  world. 

After  graduation,  he  worked 
in  the  forest  products  industry 
from  1983-1987.  Then  he  was 
a  sales  representative  for 
Forest  Laboratories  for  three 
years.  After  a  short  stint  with 
Wallace  Laboratories,  he  spent 
a  year  in  the  generic  pharma- 
ceutical industry. 

But  he  wanted  more. 
Draughn  could  see  the  direc- 
tion the  market  was  taking, 
and  he  knew  he  had  the  intel- 
ligence, drive  and  experience 
to  start  his  own  company. 

He  had  a  goal  and  he  wasn't 
content  with  taking  a  backseat 
to  making  it  happen.  In  1993 
Draughn    founded    Cypress 
Pharmaceuticals  and  brought 
his  first  drug  to  market.  Less 
than  five  years  later,  the  com- 
pany launched  a  branded  compa- 
ny,   Hawthorn   Pharmaceuticals,    which   now   has   representatives   all   over   the    Southeastern   and 
Southwestern  United  States.  Together  the  two  companies  will  generate  $90-100  million  in  revenue  this 
year. 

Cypress  Pharmaceuticals  produces  more  than  150  generic  pharmaceutical  products  in  a  broad  range 
of  therapeutic  categories;  everything  from  cough  syrup  to  vitamins  to  dental  products  is  offered  in  a  vari- 
ety of  formulations  and  dosages. 

Jason  Sanderson  '91,  chief  financial  officer  for  the  company  for  the  past  four  years,  isn't  surprised  by 
how  quickly  Draughn  has  become  a  success  in  the  very  competitive  health  care  industry  A  fellow  alum- 
nus with  a  degree  in  accounting,  Sanderson  works  hand-in-hand  with  Draughn  to  push  Cypress 
Pharmaceuticals  to  even  higher  levels  of  success. 

"I  started  working  for  Max  after  working  for  a  national  accounting  firm  for  eight  years,"  he  says.  "This 
has  been  the  most  exciting,  challenging  and  rewarding  job  I've  ever  had.  Max  is  a  real  entrepreneur  and 
he  encourages  the  same  from  everyone  else. His  commitment  to  quality,  service  and  integrity  in  the  gener- 
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Several  members  of  Cypress  Pharmaceuticals  staff  are  Southern  Miss  graduates.  They  include  (front  row)  Brandy 
Bowlin  '03,  Mack  Jeffress  '99,  Max  Draughn  '84,  (Second  Row)  Stephen  Dawkins  '01,  Chris  Boone  '98,  Kevin  Prince 
'02,  Allan  Carter  '94,  Jason  Sanderson  '91.  Other  alumni  not  pictured  are  Casey  Brawders  '00,  Chad  Britt  '96,  Matt 
Morgan  '96. 
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ic  pharmaceutical  industry  has  resulted  in  the  company's  outstanding  performance  over  the  years.  He  both  demands 
and  rewards  performance." 

Draughn  is  also  well-regarded  by  his  peers.  Cypress  Pharmaceuticals  has  repeatedly  been  the  recipient  of  one  of  the 
pharmaceutical  industry's  highest  accolades — the  Supplier  Quality  Award  from  Cardinal  Health — five  of  the  past  six 
years.  Cardinal  Health  is  an  industry  leader  that  holds  award  recipients  to  a  stringent  standard  of  100  percent  of  orders 
filled  and  97  percent  of  operating  and  service  commitment  objectives  met.  Cypress  Pharmaceuticals  was  also  recently 
named  the  second  fastest-growing  privately  held  company  in  Mississippi  by  the  Mississippi  Business  Journal. 

A  large  part  of  that  success  comes  from  making  each  employee  feel  essential  to  the  company.  Chris  Boone,  director 
of  accounting,  is  a  business  administration  graduate  of  Southern  Miss  and  has  been  with  the  company  for  five  years. 
"I  moved  to  Jackson  after  college  and  began  work  with  a  temporary  employment  agency  where  I  was  assigned  to 
Cypress,"  Boone  explains.  "I  had  never  heard  of  the  company  and  only  thought  I  would  be  there  a  day  or  two." 

Now  Boone  says  he  could  never  imagine  working  for  a  large  company.  "I  really  enjoy  my  job,"  he  says.  "I  get  to  see 
things  that  a  lot  of  people  limited  to  a  small  area  of  a  large  company  never  get  to  see.  Here,  things  can  change  from 
hour  to  hour,  and  I'm  right  there  for  every  minute  of  it.  The  real  joy  is  in  helping  a  friend  achieve  his  vision." 

Draughn  hasn't  made  a  conscious  effort  to  hire  Southern  Miss  alumni,  but  word  is  quickly  spreading  about  a  little 
company  in  Madison  where  everybody  is  a  friend. 

Stephen  Dawkins,  a  2000  accounting  graduates  senior  accountant  with  the  company  for  two  years,  says  he  feels 
like  he's  been  a  part  of  the  company  since  his  first  day,  that  Draughn  makes  everyone  feel  like  an  equal.  "Jason 
Sanderson  got  my  name  through  the  placement  office  at  the  university  and  gave  me  a  call  one  day,"  he  says.  "The  job 
sounded  great,  and  it's  been  unlike  any  other  place  I've  ever  worked.  I  only  work  four  doors  down  from  the  CEO." 

In  a  few  short  years,  Draughn  has  taken  the  opportunities  he  was  given  in  life  and  turned  them  into  a  successful 
and  still-growing  business,  a  happy  family  in  Madison  and  an  alumni  legacy  that  includes  his  brother  and  sister.  Things 
would  only  be  more  perfect  if  his  mother  could  be  by  his  side,  but  unfortunately  she  passed  away  in  1999. 

True  to  his  personality,  Draughn  has  taken  the  death  of  his  mother  and  allowed  it  to  bring  hope  and  opportunity  to 
others,  even  while  it  is  a  painful  memory  for  his  family  Draughn  and  his  wife,  Susan,  recently  funded  a  $100,000 
endowment  for  accounting  scholarships  at  the  university.  "My  mother  believed  that  an  education  was  the  foundation 
for  a  person's  future  and  she  dedicated  herself  to  helping  her  children  reach  our  potential,"  Draughn  says.  "My  wife 

and  I  set  up  the  scholarship  to 
honor  her  and  to  help  others 
gain  the  opportunity  to 
achieve  their  goals." 

Draughn  also  supports  the 
university  in  other  ways. 
Ironically,  now  that  he  is  a  busy 
CEO,  he  finally  has  time  to  go 
to  the  football  games  that  were 
a  luxury  when  he  was  a  stu- 
dent. He  is  an  Eagle  Club  mem- 
ber and  season  ticket  holder.  In 
addition,  he  is  also  a  life  mem- 
ber of  the  Alumni  Association. 
In  a  few  years,  Southern 
Miss  may  have  the  chance  to 
give  a  little  bit  back  to 
Draughn.  Perhaps  one  of  his 
sons — Owen,  6,  Case,  4,  or 
Stephen,  3 — will  remember 
hearing  dad  talk  about  his 
alma  mater  and  follow  his  path 


Max  Draughn  with  his  wife,  Susan,  and  their  three  sons:  (clockwise  from  top)  Owen,  6,  Stephen,  3, 
and  Case,  4. 


to  becoming  a  Golden  Eagle. 


24 


THE  TALON 


Chattanooga  Man's  Love  for  Football  Team  Inspires  Donations 


0 


John  Austin  Dickey 


By  David  Tisdale  '90,  '01 

ne  of  the  most  loyal 

supporters     of     The 

University  of  Southern 

Mississippi   football  program 

never  even  stepped  foot  on 

the  university's  campus. 

But  what  the  late  John 
Austin  Dickey  of  Chattanooga, 
Tenn. ,  described  to  family  and 
friends  as  a  "scrappy  perform- 
ance" by  the  team  on  a  cold, 
overcast  Thanksgiving  Day  in 
1958  against  the  University  of 
Tennessee-Chattanooga  was 
enough  to  make  him  as  loyal 
as  the  most  die-hard  graduate. 
Dickey  16,  was  sitting  in  the  stands  that  day  at  Chattanooga's 
Chamberlain  Field,  enduring  the  icy  temperatures  while  watching 
the  then-Mississippi  Southern  College  football  team  take  on  the 
hometown  UT-C  Moccasins.  It  was  the  last  game  of  the  season  for  the 
"Southerners,"  who  were  looking  to  wrap  up  an  undefeated  season 
against  the  Mocs. 

Looking  on  with  a  growing  mixture  of  awe  and  admiration,  Dickey 
witnessed  a  dramatic  game-saving,  four-down  goal-line  stand  in  the 
fourth  quarter  that  preserved  MSC's  victory,  a  20-13  win  that  earned 
the  school  the  first  of  two  College  Division  National  championships. 
MSC's  heroics  in  denying  the  Moccasins'  comeback  left  an  indeli- 
ble impression  on  Dickey. 

"He  loved  that  team  from  the  time  he  saw  them,"  said  his  sister, 
Helene  Dickey  Champlin  of  Athens,  Ga.  "He  thought  they  were  so 
gutsy,  the  way  they  were  just  determined  they  weren't  going  to  let 
Chattanooga  score  there  in  the  fourth  quarter." 

From  that  day  on,  Dickey  would  monitor  Southern  Miss'  athletic 
successes  from  afar,  watching  the  Golden  Eagles  (students  adopted  a 
mascot  change  in  the  early  1970s)  perform  on  television  in  both 
football  and  basketball,  and  keeping  up  with  scores  of  Southern  Miss 
games  in  newspapers. 

Despite  his  limited  contact  with  Southern  Miss,  Dickey's  devotion 
to  the  university's  football  team,  born  from  attending  one  football 
game,  inspired  him  to  faithfully  set  aside  money  in  savings  that  he 
planned  to  will  to  the  university  for  football  scholarships. 

"He  saved  just  about  everything  he  ever  made  to  put  in  for  that 
scholarship,"  Champlin  said.  "We  [family]  always  bought  him  things 
we  knew  he  wouldn't  get  for  himself,  because  if  you  gave  him  money, 
you  knew  it  would  go  into  the  savings  account.  It  took  a  lot  of  sac- 
rifice, but  he  wanted  to  do  it.  I  would  say  he  was  pretty  devoted." 

Last  year,  Dickey  passed  away  at  the  age  of  60,  and  after  nearly  half 
a  century  of  carefully  squirreling  away  every  nickel  and  dime  he 
could  spare,  his  support  of  Golden  Eagles  football  will  continue  in 


his  absence  in  the  form  of  a  gift  of  more  than  5180,000,  the  combi- 
nation of  savings,  bonds  and  an  annuity. 

The  reticent  Dickey,  who  never  married,  worked  in  the  shipping 
division  for  Cutter  Laboratories  in  Chattanooga.  Champlin  said  her 
brother  didn't  own  a  car,  lived  in  an  apartment  and  didn't  use  credit 
cards.  "He  wouldn't  go  into  debt,"  she  said. 

"John  wasn't  a  real  high-profile  person,"  Champlin  said.  "He  was 
real  shy.  He  wasn't  a  big  talker." 

Born  August  31 ,  1942,  in  San  Francisco,  Dickey  was  the  son  of  the 
late  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Ivan  N.  Dickey.  He  graduated  from  Chattanooga 
High  School  and  attended  Austin  Peay  College.  Besides  Champlin. 
Dickey  is  survived  by  another  sister,  Cynthia  Dickey  Belvin  of 
Chattanooga  and  a  brother,  Michael  Dickey,  also  of  Chattanooga. 

Dickey's  pastimes  included  watching  sports  on  television,  varying 
from  football  to  basketball  to  golf.  However,  football  was  always  his 
favorite  sport,  Champlin  said,  and  the  only  team  whose  success  he 
concerned  himself  with  was  Southern  Miss.  "That  was  the  only  one 
he  was  ever  really  gung-ho  for,"  she  said. 

Like  most  teams  in  the  1950s,  it  wasn't  unusual  for  a  football  play- 
er to  play  on  both  offense  and  defense,  and  such  was  the  case  for 
Richard  Johnston,  who  started  at  center  and  linebacker  for  the 
Southerners  that  day  in  1958  against  Chattanooga.  Consequently, 
Johnston  was  in  on  the  play  in  the  fourth  quarter  that  led  to  the  infa- 
mous fumble,  but  at  linebacker  he  also  helped  lead  the  charge  on 
defense  that  prevented  Chattanooga  from  cashing  in  on  the  miscue. 

The  faulty  exchange  on  the  snap  at  MSC's  one-yard  line  between 
Johnston  and  quarterback  George  Sekul  inspires  some  good-natured 
ribbing  between  the  two  former  teammates  to  this  day. 

"He  accuses  me  of  fumbling  the  ball,  and  I  tell  him  I'm  not  sure 
who  fumbled  it  -  that  was  the  bad  news,"  Johnston  said,  "but  the 
good  news  is  that  in  four  downs,  we  held  them  out  of  the  end  zone." 

In  his  role  as  a  team  captain,  Johnston  was  responsible  for  rela\-ing 
the  defensive  signals.  "I  called  for  a  Gap-8,  or  goal  line  defense,"  he  said, 
and  Johnston  and  his  teammates  proceeded  to  stave  off  the  Moccasins. 

Ken  Shearer,  manager  for  the  1958  team,  has  documented  the  his- 
tory of  that  season  and  other  Southern  Miss  football  milestones.  "We 
had  led  the  small  college  poll  the  whole  season,  and  they  [UT-C] 
were  in  the  top  10,  ranked  sixth,  when  we  played  them,"  he  said, 
also  recalling  that  the  Moccasins  were  led  by  Ail-American  quarter- 
back John  Green,  a  native  of  West  Point,  Miss. 

Johnston  said  he  and  his  teammates  and  the  MSC  coaching  staff  knew 
UT-C,  which  had  earlier  in  the  season  stunned  in-state  rival  University 
of  Tennessee  with  a  14-7  win,  would  he  unreccptive  hosts.  "We  knew 
they  wouldn't  be  some  pushover."  he  said.  "We  didn't  think  [because  ot 
being  undefeated]  we  would  be  granted  a  win  automatically" 

Johnston  was  overwhelmed  upon  learning  oi  Dickey's  gilt  to  the 
football  program. 

"Gee  whiz,  for  a  guy  to  be  that  much  impressed  [with  our  team] 
and  doing  something  like  he  did,  that's  just  spectacular."  he  said 

"As  a  player  on  that  team,  to  know  that  our  performance  motivat- 
ed someone  to  do  something  like  this... is  just  tremendous.  1  wish  he 
were  alive  today  so  I  could  personally  thank  him." 
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The  Music  Man 


Mel  Rogers'  talents  have  earned  him  the  respect  of  the 
entertainment  industry's  brightest  stars 


By  Karen  B.  Gibbs 


He  holds  his  clarinet  as  he  would  embrace  a  dear 
friend,  with  comfortable  affection.  "Do  You 
Know  What  It  Means  to  Miss  New  Orleans?" 
flows  rich  and  mellow  from  the  instrument.  Mel  Rogers  72 
is  as  relaxed  playing  Dixieland  in  a  red  pullover  sweater  as 
he  is  performing  "Merry  Widow"  in  a  classic  black  tuxedo. 
He  is  at  once  a  teacher,  an  orchestra  contractor,  a  musician, 
a  producer  and  an  arranger.  Multitalented  yet  unpreten- 
tiously humble,  he  is  a  man  for  all  seasons  whose  passion 
is  his  music  and  whose  music  is  his  life. 

"I  think  there's  a  type  that  is  drawn  to  music.  You 
respond  to  it  at  an  early  age,"  the  New  Orleans  native  says. 
"It  moves  you  in  a  way  so  you're  drawn  to  it  and  you  want 
to  learn  more  about  it.  I'm  sure  that's  how  it  was  with  me. 
I  can  still  hear  the  melodies  my  mother  used  to  play  to  me 
as  a  child." 

These  tunes — predominantly  movie  soundtracks, 
Broadway  musicals  and  the  works  of  Glenn  Miller  and  Pete 


Fountain — intrigued  him.  Rogers  listened  to  them  with  the  same 
attention  that  other  boys  his  age  might  have  reserved  for  the 
Yankees  in  the  World  Series.  While  they  were  memorizing  base- 
ball stats,  he  was  mentally  cataloguing  harmonic  interplay.  By  the 
time  his  fourth-grade  music  teacher,  Howard  Voorhies,  intro- 
duced him  to  the  tonette  (a  simple  instrument  comprised  of  a 
tube  with  holes),  music  had  cast  its  spell  on  Rogers  and  the 
"Fantasia"  of  his  life  began  to  unfold. 

He  chose  the  clarinet,  or  perhaps  one  could  say  the  clarinet 
chose  him.  In  any  case,  Rogers  joined  the  band  in  fifth  grade  and 
three  years  later,  impressively  arranged  the  then-popular  James 
Bond  theme,  "Goldfinger,"  for  the  school  band.  This  entailed  writ- 
ing the  music  for  each  of  the  band's  24  instruments.  With  a  begin- 
ning like  this,  it  comes  as  no  surprise  that  Rogers  stayed  with 
music  throughout  his  junior  and  senior  high  school  years  and  was 
voted  Most  Talented  in  Fortier  High  School's  senior  class  of  1968. 

At  this  point,  Southern  Miss  entered  the  scene,  recruiting 
Rogers  for  its  School  of  Music.  Majoring  in  clarinet  performance, 
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Rogers  began  honing  the  skills  integral  to  becoming  a  profes- 
sional musician.  He  remembers  instructor  Donald  Munsell 
introducing  him  to  classical  music.  This  lit  the  fire  in  Rogers 
to  learn  music  literature.  He  often  went  to  Southern  Miss' 
music  library,  where  he  listened  to  Beethoven,  Brahms, 
Mozart,  Tchaikovsky — operas,  chamber  music  and  other  clas- 
sical pieces — while  following  along  with  the  score. 

Further  nurturing  Rogers'  musical  abilities  were  music  his- 
tory instructor  Paul  Anderson  and  clarinet  instructors 
William  Gower  and  LeRoy  Johnston.  They  guided  Rogers  as 
he  perfected  his  clarinet  performance  and  encouraged  him  to 
showcase  his  skills.  Taking  full  advantage  of  the  variety  of 
opportunities  offered  by  Southern  Miss,  Rogers  played  with 
the  university  orchestra,  concert  band,  chamber  ensemble, 
and  The  Pride  of  Mississippi  Marching  Band,  and  in  theatre 
department  shows  and  quarterly  recitals.  He  even  played  with 


his  interest  in 
operas,  vocal 
music,  cantatas, 
oratorios  and 
masses.  Violin 
players  intro- 
duced him  to 
great  violinists. 
Piano  majors 
shared  their 

favorite  pianists. 
Rogers,    in   turn, 


would  recommend  to  them  a  clarinetist  or  a  piece  of  clannet 
music  that  impressed  him.  This  intermingling  of  disciplines 
broadened  his  appreciation  of  music  even  further. 

Rogers  and  his  friends,  including  Ernie  Hoffman  72  and 

world-famous  Hungarian  pianist  Rudolph  Firkusny,  an  event      John  Pleasant  72,  75,  held  opera  warm-up  parties  where  they 

Rogers  recalls  as  his  most  outstanding  memory  with  the  uni-      listened  to  recordings  of  a  particular  opera  and  then  journeyed 

versity's  orchestra.  to  New  Orleans  to  hear  it  performed  live  the  next  evening.  In 

While  formal  instructions  and  performance  experience  were      1970  they  celebrated  the  200th  birthday  of  Beethoven  with  a 

Rogers'  greatest  teachers  at  Southern  Miss,  they  were  not  his      party  that  lasted  14  hours  and  featured  all  of  the  composers 

only  ones.  Fellow  music  students  opened  his  eyes  to  the  music      recorded  works. 

and  performers  in  their  particular  fields.  Voice  majors  piqued  Indeed,  Rogers  feasted  on  music  and  by  the  time  he  gradu- 

ated, he  was  accustomed  to  play- 
ing clarinet  in  a  variety  of  settings. 
This  versatility  made  him  at  ease 
whether  performing  in  The 
Nutcracker  with  the  New  Orleans 
Ballet  orchestra,  big  band  sounds 
at  Mardi  Gras  balls  or  the  quirky 
IQIO's  tune  "Rebecca  Came  Back 
from  Mecca"  with  the  Xew 
Leviathan  Oriental  Foxtrot 
Orchestra.  Interestingly,  it  was  the 
unusual  name  of  this  orchestra 
that  caught  the  attention  of 
Saturday    Night    Live    producers 

Rogers  has  accompanied  entertainers  like  Ray  Charles,  Doc  Severenson  and  Shirley  Maclaine.  while  they  were  in  Xew    Orleans 
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In  2002  Rogers  played  flute  and 
keyboard  and  arranged  selections 
for  his  wife's  Christian  music  album. 


planning  a  show.  The 

producers  heard  them  play  and  invited  them  on  their  Mardi 

Gras  show,  the  only  SNL  to  be  filmed  outside  of  New  York  City 

Despite  the  brisk  pace  and  satisfying  engagements  in  his 
career,  Rogers  wanted  to  pursue  further  musical  studies.  In 
1975,  he  enrolled  in  Northwestern  University's  School  of  Music 
in  Evanston,  111. ,  graduating  a  year  later  with  a  masters  degree  in 
music  history. 

Degree  in  hand,  Rogers  continued  as  a  freelance  musician  m  the 
New  Orleans  area.  His  vast  experience  opened  doors  for  him  to  play 
with  26  different  orchestras  and  60  music  performers.  Rex  Harrison, 
Ray  Charles,  Doc  Severenson,  Yul  Brynner,  Shirley  Maclaine  and 
Rudolf  Nureyev  are  just  a  sampling  of  the  caliber  of  performers  he 
has  accompanied.  While  all  were  fine  artists,  Rogers  fondly 
remembers  that  only  Richard  Burton,  while  starring  in 
Camelot,  came  down  into  the  orchestra  pit  to  meet  and  per- 
sonally thank  each  musician  for  playing.  To  Rogers,  that  exem- 
plified true  star  quality. 

An  accomplished  and  versatile  musician,  Rogers  says  he 
enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  highly  respected  among  his 
peers  and  producers.  His  familiarity  with  the  musicians  and 
their  particular  musical  niche  has  made  Rogers  the  orches- 
tra contractor  of  choice  for  many  New  Orleans  area  con- 
ductors. Since  1987,  the  Saenger  Theatre,  for  example,  has 
relied  on  Rogers  to  assemble  orchestras  for  national  touring 


Broadway  productions  and  solo  performers,  most  recently 
having  him  contract  musicians  for  The  Producers.  The 
Jefferson  Symphony  Orchestra  and  the  Jefferson  Theater 
Orchestra  have  called  on  Rogers  to  provide  the  musicians 
for  all  of  their  productions  since  1988,  the  latest  being  the 
March  production  of  Oliver. 

Performing  and  contracting,  however,  are  not  the  only 
showcases  for  Rogers'  talent.  In  2002,  he  played  flute  and 
keyboard  and  arranged  several  selections  for  Sacred  Arias, 
an  album  by  his  wife,  Kitty  Cleveland,  a  Christian  music 
artist.  Then,  in  2003,  he  produced  Cleveland's  first  album  of 
Christmas  hymns,  O  Holy  Night.  Drawing  on  his  32  years  of 
experience,  Rogers  wrote  the  musical  arrangements  and 
contracted  the  musicians  for  this  holiday  collection. 
"Producing  an  album  together  will  test  a  relationship 
because  we  both  have  creative  input  and  both  egos  are 
involved,"  he  confesses,  smiling  at  his  wife. 

These  days,  he  works  as  music  instructor  in  St.  Tammany 
Parish  School  System's  gifted  and  talented  program.  Since 
1999,  Rogers  has  taught  solo  performance,  music  history 
and  music  theory  to  select  middle,  junior  high  and  high 
school  students  in  this  southeast  Louisiana  parish.  These 
aspiring  musicians  get  a  deeper  music  education  than  regu- 
lar students,  giving  them  an  edge  if  they  choose  to  major  in 
music.  In  fact,  many  test  out  of  some  of  the  freshman  class- 
es at  the  university  level. 

What  drives  an  already  successful  and  in-demand  musi- 
cian to  teach  his  craft  to  promising  young  musicians?  "I 
want  kids  to  have  the  same  experiences  I  had,"  he  says. 
"Being  a  musician  in  junior  high  and  high  school  keeps  you 
out  of  trouble  and  builds  self-confidence.  You  make  friends 
whom  you  have  for  life  and  you  build  artistic  and  intellectu- 
al skills  that  you  wouldn't  get  otherwise." 

His  students  seem  to  appreciate  his  efforts.  "Mr.  Rogers  is 
so  remarkably  good,"  says  Brian  Kingrey,  a  senior  at 
Covington  High  School,  first  chair  in  the  District  Honor 
Band  and  Rogers'  student  for  four  years.  "He's  amazing  in 
his  versatility  in  playing  jazz  and  classical  and  being  able  to 
switch  back  and  forth."  Kingrey  plays  clarinet,  oboe,  flute, 
saxophone  and  penny  whistle — "all  the  woodwinds  Mr. 
Rogers  plays,"  he  says  with  obvious  pride. 

Continuing  his  reflections,  Kingrey  adds,  "Mr.  Rogers 
believed  in  me  and  without  him  I  probably  wouldn't  be 
majoring  in  music."  Then,  after  a  thoughtful  pause,  he  sums 
up  Mel  Rogers — musician,  teacher,  arranger,  producer  and 
orchestra  contractor — in  two  words:  "He's  perfect." 
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Mama  Mia! 

Sharon  "Mama"  Spell  '95  has  taken  the  Pittsburgh  cultural 
scene  by  storm  with  her  cabaret  show,  rock  band  and  artwork 


By  Dana  McCranie 
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Like  many  people,  Sharon  "Mama"  Spell  '95  had  a  fear 
of  public  speaking.  Unlike  many  people,  she  overcame 
that  phobia  in  a  very  public  way — by  performing  in 
her  own  cabaret  show. 

Spell's  career  in  comedy  began  innocently  enough.  She 
went  to  her  first  show  at  her  friend  Todd  Marcianis  apart- 
ment with  the  intention  of  performing  comedy  but  she  was 
unsure  of  how  she'd  bring  her  humor  to  life.  "Todd  was 
encouraging  nonetheless  and  helped  me  get  on  my 
comedic  feet,"  Spell  says. 

At  a  cabaret  night  in  Marcianis  vibrant  red  living  room, 
he  handed  her  his  Mr.  Microphone  and  said,  "Go."  Though 
Spell  can't  recall  her  material — it  was  most  likely  "old 
jokes  from  a  joke  book,"  she  says — she  can  remember  how 
frightening  but  rewarding  it  was.  "The  experience  embold- 
ened me  to  try  it  again  and  this  time,  use  some  of  my  own 
jokes,"  she  says. 

The  Pittsburgh  resident  enjoyed  making  people  laugh  so 
much  that  when  a  local  coffee  shop  owner  expressed  inter- 
est in  having  her  perform  at  his  establishment,  she  could- 
n't turn  down  the  opportunity.  So,  at  The  Sip  Cafe,  where 
she  once  served  lattes  and  cappuccinos,  Spell  took  the 
stage  once  again  in  search  of  laughter. 

The  night  before  her  debut,  she  prepared  outlines  and 
program  guides  for  her  show,  and  on  the  day  of  the  show, 
she  says  she  was  "so  out-of-my-mind  nervous."  The  per- 
formance didn't  go  the  way  Spell,  a  perfectionist,  had 
planned  and  she  says  she  was  "devastated"  afterward. 

She  spent  the  next  day  on  her  couch  crying  and  watch- 
ing television.  She  had  always  been  funny  in  small  groups, 
but  the  stage  was  unfamiliar,  scary  territory.  "1  remember 
thinking,  'Five  years  from  now,  I'll  be  laughing  at  this,'" 
she  says. 

Spell  says  the  emotional  but  inspired  reaction  to  the 
show  was  due  to  its  importance.  "This  was  the  beginning 
of  my  developing  my  voice  on  stage  [and  elsewhere] ,  and 
this  was  scary  stuff,"  she  says.  "Boy,  was  I  organized  back 
then.  Now  I  scribble  set  lists  for  myself  just  minutes  before 
the  show,  bless  my  heart." 

The  Sip  Cafe  soon  became  Spell's  favorite  venue,  and  it 
was  where  she  says  she  felt  the  most  "audience  love." 
While  Spell's  beloved  cafe  is  no  longer  around,  she  finds 
much  support  in  The  Quiet  Storm,  a  current  favorite  estab- 
lishment. "That,  and  Carnegie  Hall,"  she  quips. 

During  the  cabaret's  beginning,  Spell  had  trouble  getting 
people  to  attend  the  shows,  but  these  days,  she  relies  on  a 
list  of  fans'  email  addresses  to  publicize  her  next  appear- 
ance. She  also  keeps  in  contact  with  her  audience  through 
her  Web  site,  mamarama.net. 

Spell's  venues  vary  in  size  and  location.  She's  taken  her 
humor  to  New  York,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Maryland  and,  of 
course,  her  home  state  of  Mississippi.  Spell  performs  for 


small  and  large  audiences — her  Pittsburgh  audiences  usu- 
ally range  in  number  from  12  to  120 — but  she  confesses 
she  prefers  to  see  the  audience's  faces.  "I'm  happy  if  one 
person  shows  up,  so  long  as  she  pays.  I  will  get  my  six  dol- 
lars," she  says. 

To  simply  call  "The  Mama  Spell  Comedy  Cabaret"  stand 
up  isn't  doing  it  justice;  the  show  is  more  like  very  funny 
performance  art.  Spell  says  some  people  come  to  the  show 
and  at  first  look  puzzled,  as  if  they  don't  know  what  to 
think.  But  as  she  begins  to  sing  her  satirical  songs,  the  audi- 
ence starts  to  realize  what  is  going  on.  "Oh,  she's  being 
silly,"  Spell  says  in  a  childlike  voice. 

Todd  Marciani  describes  Spell  and  her  cabaret  as  "unique- 
ly satisfying."  "She  has  that  very  special  ability  to  inhabit  a 
cliche — be  it  a  pop  song,  a  hackneyed  yarn,  or  an  overused 
sitcom  plot — and  give  it  new  dimensions,  both  hilarious  and 
poignant,"  he  says.  "Her  range  of  cultural  references  and 
influences  is  wide,  if  not  encyclopedic,  but  rather  than  use 
them  to  overwhelm  or  intimidate,  she  handles  them  with  a 
deft,  Southern  warmth.  Her  shows  and  her  character  always 
inspire  me,  suggesting  interesting  ways  to  be  good  and  kind 
and  creative  in  a  world  where  those  qualities  aren't  always  so 
easy  to  maintain." 

Spell  presents  her  humor  through  semi-autobiographical 
stories  and  catchy  songs.  Her  Southern  velvet  voice  tells 
anecdotes  about  the  oddities  of  daily  life  while  her  fingers 
accompany  on  the  keyboard,  producing  the  unique  and 
hilarious  mixture  that  is  The  Mama  Spell  Comedy  Cabaret. 
Since  its  beginning  in  1997,  the  show  has  evolved  in  many 
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ways.  "It's  become  more  and  more  autobiographical  with  some 
shading  here  and  there,"  Spell  says.  For  example,  the  cabaret 
diva  pays  tribute  to  Hattiesburg  by  singing  of  its  hospitality  and 
charm  through  silly  and  strangely  informational  lyrics.  "As  a 
robot  from  Mars  living  on  Earth,  the  show  pretty  much  writes 
itself,"  Spell  says. 

A  talented  artist 

Listening  to  The  Mama  Spell  Comedy  Cabaret,  which  over- 
flows with  song,  wit  and  laughter,  its  hard  to  imagine  that  she 
could  be  equally  talented  in  another  area.  But  Spells  original 
passion  was  for  drawing  and  painting.  She  graduated  cum  laude 
in  1995  from  Southern  Miss  with  a  bachelors  of  fine  arts  degree, 
specializing  in  those  two  areas. 

In  painting,  Spell  learned  to  how  to  make  mistakes  work  for 
her.  If  she  makes  a  weird  mark  on  the  canvas  or  a  paint  smear, 
she  knows  how  to  transform  the  mixtures  of  color  into  a  work 
of  art. 

To  see  Spell's  artwork  up  close,  Hattiesburg  residents  needn't 
go  far.  Her  senior  honors  thesis  project  was  a  mural  on  the 
Southern  Miss  campus;  she  completed  her  requirements  for  the 
university's  Honors  College  by  painting  the  southern  exterior 
walls  of  the  Center  for  International  Education.  In  fact,  it  was 
Spell's  involvement  in  the  mural  project  that  helped  her  find 
similar  work  in  Pittsburgh. 

A  few  months  after  she  moved  to  Pittsburgh,  she  was  hired  to 
assist  Robert  Quakers  on  his  Homestead  Mural  Project.  The 
mural  project  consists  of  42  boards  that  hang  from  the  street 
lamps  along  East  Eighth  Avenue  in  Homestead,  Pa.,  and  depict 
21  images  of  the  city's  industrial  heritage. 

Like  the  cabaret  show,  Spell's  career  as  an  artist  has  also  been 
successful.  Her  work  has  been  displayed  at  galleries  in 
Pittsburgh  and  are  in  private  collections  around  the  country. 


"My  most  important  accomplishment  is  that  I  am  still  creating 
art... I  exhibited  a  collaborative  visual  arts  show  last  year  and  that 
fact  gives  me  joy." 

Spell  will  exhibit  a  new  series  of  smaller  works  on  paper  for  a 
Pantheon  group  show  in  Vicksburg  in  May.  "The  pieces  don't  have 
to  be  huge — or  even  good — for  them  to  be  important,  the  impor- 
tant thing  is  to  keep  learning  and  keep  working,"  she  says. 

ie 

Comedy  and  art  weren't  the  only  places  she  found  a  niche. 
Spell  plays  keyboard  and  sings  lead  vocals  for  The  Mofones,  who 
describe  their  music  as  "loud,  theatncal,  schticky  pop."  Spell 
uses  the  skills  she  developed  during  her  10  years  of  piano  les- 
sons, "and  I  can  scream  and  holler,"  she  says.  "We  have  a  lot  of 
fun  rockin'  out." 

These  days,  Spell  is  keeping  busy  with  all  of  her  creative  out- 
lets. In  December  alone,  she  performed  nine  cabaret  shows. 
Managing  her  demanding  schedule  lately  has  become  a  bit  of  a 
challenge.  She  said  she  takes  lots  of  naps  and  then  laughingly 
adds,  "especially  behind  the  wheel." 

In  addition  to  a  hectic  schedule. 
Spell  also  successfully  balances  the 
demands  of  different  roles.  "If  anyone 
asks  me  if  I'm  a  comedian  or  a  per- 
former, I  tell  them  that  I  am  an  artist. 
It's  an  all-encompassing  term,  and  it  is 
the  most  important  part  for  me."  she 
explains. 

With  so  much  opportunity  in  front 
ol  her.  Spell  is  trying  to  figure  out  her 
next  move.  After  taking  her  cabaret  to 
New  York.  Spell  says  shell  decide  on 
her  next  goal.  For  now.  however,  she 
knows  she  wants  to  take  her  cabaret 
on  the  road  this  spring.  "In  the  arts. 
you  can  take  a  break,  but  you're  never 
done,"  she  says.  "There  is  always  one 


The  Mama  Spell  Comedy  Cabaret  and  its  star  have  been  described  as  "uniquely  satisfying." 


more  painting  to  paint  or  one  more 
person  to  make  laugh." 
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Donna  Fleming  and  her  daughter,  Kimberly, 
found  themselves  at  a  crossroads  when  Donna  decided  to  become  a  nun 

By  Karen  B.  Gibbs 


er  brown  eyes  are  fixed  on  the  doorway  of  the  community 
living  room.  At  20  years  old,  Kimberly  Fleming  looks  like  a 
confident  young  woman  but  the  constellation  of  freckles 
dusting  her  nose  hints  that  there  is  still  a  little  girl  within.  It  is  this 
inner  child  who  stares  with  detached  wonder  as  the  white-veiled 
honoree  enters,  ready  to  make  her  first  profession  of  vows.  The  46- 
year-old  nun  is  clothed  in  a  floor-length  white  habit  with  teal  blue 
panels  that  brush  the  tops  of  her  sandled  feet.  She  approaches 
Kimberly  who  is  still  trying  to  grasp  the  reality  of  the  moment. 

"This  is  real,"  Kimberly  remembers.  "I  kept  thinking,  'She's 
going  to  come  home....  It's  been  me  and  her  for  all  these  years — 
There's  no  way  she's  gonna  be  able  to  stay.'" 

And  with  that,  the  two  embrace.  Kimberly  and  her  mother,  the 
soon-to-be  Sister  Mary  Magdalene. 

This  seemingly  improbable  juxtaposition  of  mother-daughter 
roles  is  in  truth  the  product  of  a  year  of  soul-searching,  unselfish 
love  between  the  two.  It  begins  with  Donna  Ladner  Fleming  74, 
career  woman  and  mother  of  Kimberly.  Divorced  when  Kimberly 
was  3,  Donna  tried  her  hardest  to  give  her  daughter  a  loving  fam- 
ily life.  For  more  than  19  years,  they  shared  each  other's  hopes  and 


dreams.  Even  though  Donna  annulled  her  marriage  to  Kimberlys 
father,  the  dating  scene  held  little  allure  for  her.  Instead,  she 
devoted  her  time  to  earning  a  living  and  being  a  good  mother. 

Then,  one  fateful  day  in  April  1998,  Donna  was  downsized  out 
of  a  job.  Discouraged  and  confused,  she  went  that  night  to  church 
seeking  answers  and  peace  for  her  predicament.  The  speaker  was 
Mother  Nadine,  founder  of  a  religious  order  named  Intercessors 
of  the  Lamb.  Donna  had  heard  her  speak  before  and  had  listened 
to  Mother  Nadine's  tape  series  on  contemplative  prayer,  so  she 
was  familiar  with  her  message.  Nevertheless,  Donna  was  unpre- 
pared for  the  impact  the  night's  talk  would  have  on  her. 

Mother  Nadine  spoke  of  hearing  God's  voice  and  being  led  by 
God  through  the  scriptures.  Donna  wanted  this  same  relationship 
with  God  and  requested  a  meeting  with  Mother  Nadine.  "I  went 
to  ask  about  going  on  a  retreat  to  discern  what  the  Lord  had  for 
me  but  what  came  out  was  'I've  been  thinking  of  a  religious  voca- 
tion,'" Donna  explains.  "That  was  from  the  Holy  Spirit."  She  went 
on  the  retreat  the  next  week. 

While  on  the  eight-day  silent  retreat,  Donna  was  called  by  God 
to  give  her  life  in  service  to  the  Lord.  God  showed  her  how  He 


32 


THE  TALON 


The  Intercessors  of  the  Lamb  motherhouse,  located  in  the  Ponca  Hills  of  north  Omaha,  Neb. 

was  going  to  use  all  the  skills  she  had  learned  out  in  the  world  to  work  for  Him  now.  Mother 
Nadine  advised  Donna  to  continue  to  pray  and  the  two  met  again  three  months  later  in  New- 
Orleans.  Mother  Nadine  confided  to  Donna  that  when  she  prayed  about  her  becoming  a  sis- 
ter, she  got  the  feeling  that  there  was  something  unfinished  and  maybe  that  was  concerning 
her  daughter.  Mother  Nadine  and  Donna  both  agreed  that  Kimberly  had  to  be  okay  with  this 
decision  also.  Thus  began  intercessory  prayer  for  Kimberly  to  surrender  to  God's  will  and  to 
be  led  to  the  man  she  was  to  marry,  if  that's  what  God  wanted  for  her. 

A  student  at  Southern  Miss  at  the  time,  Kimberly  was  confused  at  first  when  her  mother  told 
her  of  her  desire  to  become  a  religious  sister.  But  ultimately  she  wanted  what  was  going  to 
make  her  mother  happy.  "If  she  felt  she  was  having  a  calling  to  do  this,  I  was  supportive  ot 
that,"  Kimberly  says. 

With  her  daughter's  approval,  Donna  began  preparing  for  her  September  move  to  the  Ponca 
Hills  of  north  Omaha,  Neb.,  where  the  Intercessors  of  the  Lamb  motherhouse  is  located.  She 
sold  her  house  in  Slidell,  La.,  and  got  rid  of  all  her  possessions  that  summer.  Meanwhile. 
Kimberly  found  a  job  and  began  to  settle  down. 

Life  for  this  once-inseparable  duo  changed  dramatically. 

..eactions  to  these  changes  were  varied.  On  the  one  hand,  giving  up  "things"  was  the 
easiest  change  for  Donna  to  accept.  On  the  other  hand,  leaving  Kimberly  was  the  sin- 
gle hardest  adjustment  she  had  to  make.  Donna's  heart  told  her  that  although  she 
found  it  difficult  to  leave  Kimberly,  her  beloved  daughter  was  finding  the  situation  even  more 
trying.  As  a  friend  told  Donna,  "It's  harder  for  the  people  you  leave  behind.  You're  going  to 
something,  but  we're  still  here  and  we  feel  the  void." 

No  one  felt  the  void  more  than  Kimberly.  "At  first  I  was  happy  [for  her] .  but  I  lost  my  mom  at 
the  same  time,"  she  says.  "I  knew  she  was  still  there;  it  wasn't  like  she  was  gone  totally  but  I  kept 
thinking  of  the  future,  when  I  have  kids.  They're  really  not  going  to  know  their  grandmother, 
and  that's  what  kept  going  through  my  head — all  the  things  she  was  missing  out  on.  The  first 
year  was  the  hardest  because  every  holiday  that  came  along,  everything  reminded  me  of  her." 

"I  think  that  was  the  biggest  act  [of  love  that  I've  ever  done],"  Kimberly  continues.  "It  made 
me  realize  how  much  I  love  her  and  how  much  she  loves  me.  It's  made  us  both  stronger  and 
more  appreciative  of  each  other  when  we  are  together." 
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Kimberly  and  her  mother,  at  Kimberly's  wedding 


"We  were  and  we  still  are  very  close," 
Kimberly  continues.  "I  told  her  every- 
thing and  we  had  a  very  open  relation- 
ship. I  think  she  knew  in  her  heart  that  I 
was  going  to  be  okay.  I  was  such  an  inde- 
pendent person  and  1  had  a  lot  of  friends 
and  family  around.  I  think  if  she  wouldn't 
have  felt  that,  she  would  have  never 
left. ..me  being  her  only  child." 

The  time  that  followed  was  a  dance  of 
two  souls  choreographed  by  the  divine 
hand  of  God.  While  Donna  was  in  forma- 
tion classes,  absorbing  the  meter  of  her 
new  vocation,  Kimberly  was  learning  to 
dance  solo.  Their  spirits  both  heard  the 
same  melody  but  their  lives  were  moving 
in  different  directions.  Donna  was  learning 
to  put  her  own  ideas  and  opinions  second 
to  those  of  others  in  her  community.  She 
was  acquiring  a  pure  love,  loving  for  the 
others  sake. 

Meanwhile,  Kimberly  was  developing  her  own  identity.  She  met 
Josh  Wilson,  an  employee  at  her  grandfathers  store  in  Slidell,  and 
they  began  dating.  Love  soon  blossomed,  and  Kimberly  felt  it 
slowly  filling  the  void  created  by  her  mothers  absence. 

"tonths  passed,  filled  with  new  growth  of  character  for 
both  Donna  and  Kimberly.  On  Holy  Saturday  in  1999, 
Kimberly  arrived  with  her  grandparents  and  two  aunts  in 
Nebraska  for  her  mothers  "clothing  in  the  habit."  Kimberly  met 
Mother  Nadine  and  was  impressed  with  her  kindness.  "I  liked  her 
a  lot  and  could  tell  she  looked  after  all  the  sisters  as  if  they  were 
her  own  children.  That  was  comforting,"  she  says. 

That  night  Kimberly  and  her  mother  stayed  in  the  convent 
together,  sharing  their  thoughts,  expressing  a  year's  worth  of  feel- 
ings in  a  few  short  hours.  Kimberly  saw  how  happy  her  mother 
was,  and  visiting  her  mother  and  meeting  the  other  sisters  gave 
her  peace. 

And  so,  on  Easter,  in  the  rolling  hills  of  Nebraska,  Donna  Ladner 
Fleming  gave  her  life  to  God  and  received  her  religious  name,  Sr. 
Mary  Magdalene.  Thus  began  her  three  years  as  a  novice.  During 
this  time,  she  grew  closer  to  God  and  attended  formation  classes, 
learning  more  about  contemplative  prayer  and  praying  for  the 
needs  of  others.  Then,  on  Easter  Sunday  2003,  having  decided  that 
she  wanted  to  live  the  rest  of  her  life  as  a  contemplative  nun,  Sr. 
Mary  Magdalene  made  her  final  profession  of  vows. 

Now,  one  year  later,  both  mother  and  daughter  have  moved  on 
with  their  different  lives.  Sr.  Mary  Magdalene  is  the  newly  named 
novice  director  for  her  religious  order  and  is  in  charge  of  the  train- 
ing and  formation  of  postulants  and  novices.  Prior  to  that,  she  was 
prayer  group  liaison  for  the  100  prayer  groups  around  the  world 
that  seek  guidance  from  the  Intercessors  of  the  Lamb  religious 
community.  In  addition,  she  directs  retreats  and  serves  as  spiritu- 
al director  for  20  people. 


Despite  all  these  responsibilities, 
Sr.  Mary  Magdalene  surprisingly  still 
considers  her  life  peaceful.  "There 
are  hectic  demands  on  your  min- 
istry," she  explains.  "Unlike  in  the 
outside  world,  you  have  no  options 
to  attend  or  not.  You  have  to.  Your 
time  is  not  your  own.  There  is  no 
day  off,  no  retirement... but  God 
gives  you  the  grace.  That's  the  great 
thing  about  contemplative  prayer:  it 
is  very  restful  because  you're  resting 
in  God's  heart.  Peace  comes  over  you 
and  it  charges  up  your  battery  to 
keep  going." 

And  Kimberly?  She  and  Josh  were 

married  in  February  2002  and  had 

their  first  child,  Madelyn  Elizabeth, 

in  May  2003.  Sr.  Mary  Magdalene 

spent  two  weeks  with  the  family  at 

that  time  but  won't  see  the  baby  again 

until  June  of  this  year.  "As  much  as  I  hate  to  say  it,  Madelyn 

won't  be  as  close  to  her  as  I  am  to  my  grandmother,"  Kimberly 

says. 

Echoing  that  sentiment,  Sr.  Mary  Magdalene  adds,  "I  know  it's 
been  difficult  for  Kimberly  since  the  baby.  The  only  drawback  I 
felt  is  that  I'd  never  be  a  traditional  grandmother.  My  first  grand- 
child was  born  one  month  after  final  vows.  On  retreat,  God 
showed  me  that  He  would  make  sure  I  would  be  a  part  of  her  life 
and  we  would  have  a  spiritual  bond.  Even  though  we  weren't 
together,  I  could  pray  for  her." 

Other  aspects  of  Kimberly's  life  have  been  affected  because  of 
her  mothers  vocation.  Laughing,  she  says  when  her  friends  find 
out  her  mother  is  a  nun,  they're  usually  shocked.  "It  still  kills  me 
whenever  I  meet  somebody  new  and  my  friends  say,  'Her  Mom's 
a  nun,'  and  they're  like,  What?'  I  guess  they  don't  think  that  nuns 
can  have  children  and  so  they're  curious  about  it." 

On  the  spiritual  side,  the  effect  of  her  mother's  choice  is  more 
positive.  "I  definitely  feel  closer  to  God,"  Kimberly  says.  "[My 
mom's]  always  telling  me  different  stories  of  people  and  their 
experiences  and  that  enlightens  me.  For  my  21st  birthday  she 
made  a  tape  for  me  of  music  I  hadn't  heard  before,  but  it  was  of 
things  she  thought  I  might  like.  That  was  neat." 

Even  with  the  luxury  of  hindsight,  Kimberly  says  she  wouldn't 
change  her  mother's  being  a  nun  back  to  being  just  her  mother. 
She  says  she  knows  how  happy  her  mother  is  and  how  much  she 
loves  her  new  life.  "In  another  aspect,  in  order  for  her  to  see  her 
first  grandchild,  I  would  want  her  back,"  Kimberly  says.  "I  want 
Madelyn  to  know  my  mother  like  I  know  her  and  see  what  a  great 
person  she  is.  I  wouldn't  be  telling  the  truth  if  I  said  that  I  would- 
n't want  her  to  be  close  to  me  if  she  could  come  back  tomorrow. 
Of  course  [I  would,  but]  I  want  her  to  be  happy,  and  if  that's 
where  she  is  the  happiest  and  that's  where  God  wants  her,  then 
that's  where  I  want  her  to  be." 
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University  Bids  Farewell 
to  an  Old  Friend 
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Virginia  Smith,  a  student  at  Southern  Miss,  played  several  songs  on  the  bagpipes 
to  commemorate  Van  Hook's  final  day  of  operation. 


n  March  31,  2004,  almost  45  years  of  golf  came  to  a 
close  when  the  university's  B.O.  Van  Hook  Golf  Course 
closed.  But  the  land  will  have  new  life  as  an  innovation 
and  commercialization  park  that  will  attract  research-driven 
businesses  and  industry  to  the  greater  Hattiesburg  area.  The 
park  is  the  result  of  a  partnership  with  the  Area  Development 
Partnership. 

Although  Van  Hook  closed  on  March  31,  Lake  Sehoy  remains 
as  a  recreational  portion  of  the  park  for  the  university.  "We  have 
experienced  a  steady  decline  in  usage  at  both  facilities  for  quite 
some  time,"  said  Gregg  Lassen,  university  chief  financial  officer. 
"It  makes  financial  sense  to  use  this  land  in  a  way  that  better 
serves  both  the  university  and  the  Hattiesburg  community." 

The  course  was  designed  and  named  after  Southern  Miss'  first 
golf  team  coach,  B.O.  Van  Hook,  whose  tenure  lasted  from  1950 
to  1969.  Since  its  inception,  Van  Hook  has  served  as  the  univer- 
sity's golf  course  and  was  a  place  where  many  played  their  first- 
ever  round  of  golf.  With  discounts  provided  to  students  and  fac- 
ulty, the  course  offered  affordable  golf  in  the  Hattiesburg  area. 

On  Van  Hook's  final  day,  a  farewell  tournament  commemorat- 
ed the  occasion  and  featured  120  golfers  who  were  all  avid 
golfers  at  "The  Ranch,"  as  the  course  was  fondly  known  by  reg- 
ulars. The  event  began  with  Virginia  Smith  dressed  in  full 
Scottish  attire  and  playing  "Amazing  Grace"  on  the  bagpipes.  A 
hearse  parked  near  the  No.  1  tee  symbolized  the  "passing"  of  a 
golf  course  with  a  long  history. 

The  last  official  shot  at  the  course  was  hit  by  James  Ray 
Carpenter  from  the  No.  1  tee.  Carpenter,  77,  was  a  former  pres- 
ident of  the  Professional  Golf  Association  and  the  golf  pro  at  Van 
Hook  for  26  years. 


Several  golfers  pay  tribute  to  Van  Hook  by  standing  in  front  of  a  hearse  parked 
at  the  number  one  tee,  which  symbolized  the  death  of  the  course. 


Several  Van  Hook  Golf  Course  flags  fly  for  the  last  time. 
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Thames,  Professors  Reach  Settlement 


By  Judy  Smith  '97,  '99 


An  unusual  level  of  controversy  present  at  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  for  the  past  two  months  appears  to  have 
reached  a  conclusion.  The  unrest  stemmed  from  President  Shelby 
E  Thames'  suspensions  of  two  tenured  professors,  Dr.  Francis  Glamser  and 
Dr.  Gary  Stringer,  but  a  resolution  between  the  two  parties  has  finally  been 
reached  with  hopes  that  the  university  can  move  past  these  disturbances 
and  begin  the  mending  process. 

An  open  hearing  for  Thames  to  discuss  the  reasons  for  the  dismissals  of 
the  two  professors  and  for  Glamser  and  Stringer  to  answer  those  claims 
was  held  April  28  in  the  R.C.  Cook  University  Union  on  the  Hattiesburg 
campus.  The  hearing  was  set  to  last  two  days,  but  only  a  few  hours  of  dis- 
cussions was  needed  for  the  two  parties  to  come  to  a  settlement  that  was 
made  public  two  days  later  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  State  Institutions  of 
Higher  Learning  (College  Board).  During  the  hearing,  Thames  was  ques- 
tioned by  attorney  Jim  Keith  of  the  Jackson  firm  Adams  and  Reese,  which 
represented  the  university.  Thames  testified  for  almost  two  hours,  dis- 
cussing the  charges  against  Glamser  and  Stringer. 

Dunng  his  testimony,  Thames  discussed  the  internal  investigation  of  the 
two  professors  as  conducted  by  Jack  Hanbury  director  of  resources  and 
risk  management  at  the  university.  It  was  revealed  that  the  Southern  Miss 
e-mail  accounts  of  Glamser  and  Stringer  had  been  monitored  to  investigate 
how  involved  the  two  were  in  the  inquiry  into  Vice  President  of  Research 
and  Economic  Development  Angeline  Dvoraks  academic  credentials  and 
her  tenure  status  in  Kentucky. 

The  examination  of  the  professors'  e-mail  accounts  was  authorized  after 
the  media  began  to  question  Thames  about  Dvorak's  academic  career.  On 
July  15,  2003,  Stringer  e-mailed  a  former  co-worker  who  now  works  at 
Michigan  State  University  where  Dvorak  was  employed  from  1990  to 
1994,  inquiring  about  Dvoraks  academic  background.  It  was  revealed  that 
the  investigation  conducted  by  Stringer  into  Dvorak's  credentials  began  in 
July  2003,  contrary  to  Stringer  and  Glamser's  assertions  that  they  began 
their  investigation  after  December  11,  2003,  when  Glamser  received  an 
anonymous  packet  of  information  on  Dvorak  and  a  letter  urging  him  to 
look  into  her  resume.  The  letter  alleged  that  she  misrepresented  herself. 

Thames  said  he  viewed  these  men  as  a  detriment  to  the  university  say- 
ing they  misrepresented  themselves  in  these  investigations  and  participat- 
ed in  malicious  activity  to  discredit  Dvorak,  Thames  and  the  university 
administration.  Officially,  Thames'  dismissals  were  based  on  Glamser  and 

Stringer's  alleged  dishonest 
and  misleading  statements, 
malicious  conduct,  abuse  of 
state-owned  property,  the 
disclosure  of  Dvorak's  Social 
Security  number  to  receive 
confidential  information, 
unprofessional  behavior,  and 
insubordination  that  had  led 
to  the  undermining  of 
Thames  and  his  administra- 
tion. Thames  maintained 
that  the  basis  of  his  suspen- 
sions was  based  on  an  exten- 
sive investigation  and  was 
not  taken  lightly. 

After  Thames'  testimony, 
presiding  hearing  officer  and 
former  state  Supreme  Court 
Justice  Reuben  Anderson 
called  for  a  closed-door  con- 
sultation with  Thames  and 


Former  Mississippi  Supreme  Court  Justice  Reuben 
Anderson  presides  over  the  hearings  regarding 
the  dismissal  of  Drs.  Glamser  and  Stringer. 


Drs.  Glamser  and  Stringer  listen  to  the  pro- 
ceedings that  took  place  April  28  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus. 


Keith  and  the  two  professors 
and  their  attorneys,  Michael 
Adelman  and  Robert  McDuff 
of  Hattiesburg.  Following  the 
two-hour  meeting,  Anderson 
announced  that  the  two  par- 
ties had  reached  an  agreement 
that  would  be  sent  to  the 
College  Board  for  its  approval, 
but  the  particulars  of  the  deal 
would  be  discussed  only  if  the 
College  Board  accepted  the 
settlement.  Before  the  hearing 
would  be  recessed,  Anderson 
said  Glamser  and  Stringer 
would  be  given  30  minutes 
each  to  answer  the  charges 
raised  against  them. 

During  their  testimony,  the 
professors  maintained  their 
belief  that  the  primary  reason 
for  their  dismissals  was  based 

on  their  investigation  into  the  academic  credentials  of  Dvorak,  whose  resume 
had  come  under  scrutiny,  and  their  work  was  viewed  as  a  threat  to  the  admin- 
istration. Glamser  and  Stringer  were  questioned  by  their  attorneys  and  con- 
tinued to  rebut  Thames'  claims. 

Anderson  announced  that  both  parties  viewed  the  settlement  as  the  most 
beneficial  move  for  the  university  and  the  community.  "We  believe  it  is  in  the 
best  interest  of  the  faculty,  staff,  alumni  and  students  of  Southern  Miss  to  put 
the  matter  behind  us,"  Anderson  read  from  the  prepared  statement  at  the 
hearing.  "We  welcome  the  opportunity  to  heal  the  wounds  of  the  university 
community  and  to  engage  in  constructive  and  positive  efforts  to  move 
Southern  Miss  forward." 

On  April  30,  the  College  Board  called  a  special  meeting  at  the  IHL  office  in 
Jackson  to  review  the  settlement.  After  reviewing  the  agreement,  the  nine 
College  Board  members  in  attendance  unanimously  approved  the  settlement 
and  then  released  the  particulars  of  the  agreement.  Under  the  terms  of  the  set- 
tlement, the  university  recommended  that  Dvorak  not  pursue  litigation  pro- 
ceedings against  Glamser  and  Stringer.  Termination  actions  against  the  pro- 
fessors were  withdrawn,  but  the  professors  were  not  reinstated.  It  was  agreed 
that  Glamser  and  Stringer  receive  their  regular  salaries  and  benefits  for  the 
next  two  years  but  not  return  to  the  classroom.  They  have  the  option  of  con- 
verting from  an  employee  status  to  a  consultation  position  at  Southern  Miss 
if  they  choose  to  take  a  position  at  another  university.  After  the  academic  year 
of  2005-2006,  the  university  has  no  obligation  to  retain  the  two  professors. 

Stringer's  research  project  on  the  works  of  acclaimed  poet  John  Donne,  a 
study  that  he  has  been  a  part  of  for  the  past  20  years,  will  continue  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  university  during  the  two-year  period,  but  the  university  will 
not  restrict  Stringer  from  taking  his  research  to  another  institution.  However, 
the  university  will  not  financially  support  Stringer  if  he  removes  his  research 
from  Southern  Miss.  It  was  agreed  that  credit  for  any  work  done  by  Stringer 
while  he  is  still  affiliated  with  the  university  will  be  attributed  to  Southern 
Miss.  The  professors  will  not  be  provided  supplies  or  office  facilities  on  cam- 
pus, but  they  will  be  permitted  to  retrieve  their  personal  belongings  from 
their  former  offices.  Glamser  and  Stringer  have  agreed  to  not  publicly  criticize 
or  offer  commentary  on  Thames  or  the  administration  at  Southern  Miss  dur- 
ing the  aforementioned  two  years. 

The  settlement  was  reached  in  hopes  of  returning  a  constructive  working 
atmosphere  back  to  the  university.  The  campus  learning  environment  had 
been  disrupted  after  the  two  professors  were  informed  of  their  dismissals.  On 
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Dr.  Frank  Glamser,  Dr.  Gary  Stringer  and  their  attorneys  take  notes  during  the  hearing. 

March  5,  Glamser  and  Stringer  were  officially  suspended  with  pay,  pending 
termination  proceedings  and  approval  by  the  College  Board.  After  meeting 
individually  with  Thames,  both  men  were  given  letters  informing  them  of 
the  reasons  for  their  finngs.  Thames  informed  the  professors  that  they  no 
longer  had  access  to  their  offices,  and  their  computers  had  been  retrieved  by 
the  university 

The  dismissals  came  a  day  after  the  professors  were  questioned  by 
Hanbury  about  their  investigation  into  Dvoraks  academic  credentials. 
During  the  separate  meetings,  Glamser  and  Stringer  answered  some  of  the 
initial  questions  but  then  refused  to  answer  any  more  questions  at  that  time 
without  the  presence  of  their  legal  counsel.  Glamser  and  Stringer  were 
excused  from  their  respective  meetings  and  were  informed  the  next  day  that 
they  were  to  be  released  from  the  university. 

Stringer  has  been  a  member  of  the  Southern  Miss  English  department  for 
32  years.  He  was  not  teaching  this  semester  but  was  advising  two  graduate 
students  as  he  continued  his  work  on  John  Donne.  Glamser  has  taught 
anthropology  and  sociology  at  the  university  since  1980  and  is  currently  the 
president-elect  of  the  Mid-South  Sociological  Association. 

In  his  initial  official  statement,  Thames  said  he  struggled  with  the  deci- 
sion to  suspend  the  two  professors  but  felt  that  it  was  done  with  the  best 
interests  of  the  university  at  heart.  "The  decision  to  initiate  termination  pro- 
ceedings with  Dr.  Gary  Stringer  and  Dr.  Frank  Glamser  on  Friday,  March  5, 
2004,  was  not  made  without  careful  examination  of  the  evidence,"  Thames 
said  in  the  issued  statement.  "Given  the  ongoing  issues  on  this  campus,  we 
would  have  preferred  a  different  path.  However,  there  is  a  point  where  con- 
structive criticism  turns  to  destructive  and  inappropriate  actions,  which  can 
have  corrosive  effects  on  university  morale." 

Due  to  privacy  and  legal  considerations,  the  formal  charges  against  the 
two  could  not  be  released  by  the  university  at  that  time,  but  Thames  said  the 
suspensions  stemmed  from  a  six-week  investigation  conducted  by  Hanbury. 
At  the  time,  the  two  professors  said  the  reason  for  their  dismissals  was  based 
on  allegations  that  they  misused  university  computers  and  telephones  while 
investigating  the  academic  credentials  of  Dvorak.  Dvorak  continues  to  deny 
any  falsifications  or  misrepresentations  and  has  offered  an  explanation  on 
her  relationship  with  the  University  of  Kentucky. 

News  of  the  suspensions  of  Glamser  and  Stringer  spread  quickly  across 
the  campus,  setting  off  a  string  of  protests  and  demonstrations.  Concerned 
faculty  held  a  special  Faculty  Senate  meeting  the  Sunday  evening  after  the 
suspensions.  The  40-member  Faculty  Senate  unanimously  passed  a  resolu- 
tion urging  the  College  Board  to  end  the  termination  proceedings  and  to 
reinstate  Glamser  and  Stringer  immediately.  The  resolution  asked  the  board 
to  "work  to  renew  an  environment  that  provides  for  freedom  of  speech,  aca- 
demic freedom  and  freedom  from  retaliation."  There  was  also  a  unanimous 
vote  of  "no  confidence"  in  Thames. 

In  response  to  the  vote  of  "no  confidence,"  Thames  held  a  press  confer- 
ence March  8  at  the  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  Administration  Building  to  explain 
why  he  had  dismissed  the  two  tenured  professors  and  to  answer  questions 


Timeline  of  Events 

December  13,  2003  -  Frank  Glamser,  president  of  the  American 
Association  of  University  Professors,  presents  Southern  Miss  President 
Shelby  F  Thames  with  a  packet  Glamser  said  was  slipped  under  his 
door  anonymously.  The  information  claims  Vice  President  of  Research 
and  Economic  Development  Angie  Dvoraks  resume  contains  inaccura- 
cies because  she  lists  herself  as  a  tenured  professor  at  the  University  of 
Kentucky. 

January  16  -  WDAM-TV  reports  there  are  questions  about  Dvorak's 
resume.  Thames  and  Glamser  both  comment  on  the  6  p.m.  news. 

January  20  -  Dvorak  defends  her  credentials  dunng  a  press  conference 
in  the  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  Administration  Building  and  said  she  will  sue 
anyone  who  questions  them. 

January  22  -  The  AAUP  releases  information  gathered  during  their  own 
investigation  that  says  Dvoraks  resume  contains  inaccuracies. 

February  -  The  Faculty  Senates  ad  hoc  committee  and  a  committee 
from  the  Graduate  Council  begin  their  own  investigations  into  Dvorak's 
resume. 

March  5  -  Thames  calls  Glamser  and  English  professor  Gary  Stringer  to 
his  office,  suspends  both  and  locks  their  offices.  AAUP  members  hold 
an  emergency  meeting. 

March  7  -  The  Faculty  Senate  holds  a  special  session  and  casts  40-0 
vote  of  "no  confidence"  in  Thames. 

March  9  -  Hundreds  of  anti-Thames  students,  faculty  and  community 
members  gather  outside  the  administration  building  to  protest  the  sus- 
pensions. The  Student  Government  Association  passes  a  resolution  to 
"support  student  education." 

March  10  -  Thames  answers  questions  from  students  about  the  sus- 
pensions dunng  an  open  session,  which  drew  hundreds  into  the 
Commons  rooms  A,  B  and  C.  Pro-Thames  supporters  hold  a  counter 
protest  outside  the  Ogletree  Alumni  House.  A  faculty  convocation  is 
held  at  both  the  Hattiesburg  and  Gulf  Park  campuses  and  Thames 
receives  a  430-32  vote  of  no  confidence. 

March  11  -  The  USM  Gulf  Coast  campus  holds  an  anti-Thames  rally. 

March  18  -  The  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  Board  of  Tmstees  holds 
a  special  session  to  discuss  the  chaos  at  Southern  Miss.  Members  decide 
to  ask  Attorney  General  Jim  Hood  for  advice. 

April  1  -  Hood  announces  former  Mississippi  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Reuben  Anderson  will  preside  over  the  hearing  ior  the  two  professors 
The  Faculty  Senate  sends  an  open  letter  to  Thames. 

April  6  -  A  second  anti-Thames  protest  is  held  on  the  Hattiesburg  cam- 
pus on  the  administration  building  lawn. 

April  28  -  The  hearings  For  the  two  professors  are  held  on  the 

Hattiesburg  campus.  A  confidential  settlement  is  reached  between  all 
parties  involved. 

April  30  -  The  College  Board  holds  a  special  meeting,  accepts  the  set- 
tlement and  announces  the  agreement  to  the  public. 

Timeline  provided  courtesy  of  The  Student  Pnnt; 
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THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE 
BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

PUBLIC  STATEMENT  ISSUED  ON  MARCH  10, 2004 

The  mission  of  any  institution  should  never  be 
displaced  by  unfruitful  diversions.  The  job  of 
teaching  and  training  others  for  significant  roles  in 
society  is  too  important.  The  current  disruption  at 
Southern  Miss  is  getting  in  the  way  of  these  signif- 
icant roles.  It  is  obvious  that  all  who  are  involved 
in  the  controversy  at  Southern  Miss  have  caused 
some  detriment  to  the  University.  This  controver- 
sy certainly  has  affected  all  who  are  affiliated  and 
associated  with  the  University  (students,  alumni, 
faculty,  friends  of  the  University  and  staff).  The 
longer  this  controversy  festers  and  lingers,  the 
greater  the  negative  impact  for  all  concerned. 

We  call  on  both  sides  to  get  beyond  their  emo- 
tional energies  and  to  expend  those  energies  on 
resolving  the  disagreements  by  communicating 
issues  and  opinions  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  [the  IHL  Board] .  By 
doing  so,  they  are  availing  themselves  of  the  prop- 
er authorities  charged  with  administering  fair  and 
impartial  decisions  regarding  matters  such  as  these. 
They  [the  Board]  are  also  privileged  to  the  confi- 
dential information  that  the  general  public  is  not. 

Having  all  the  facts  and  using  a  civil  and  delib- 
erate decision-making  process  exemplifies  that  for 
which  our  great  nation  stands.  To  do  less  leads  to 
anarchy  and  poorly  made  decisions  based  on  emo- 
tions only. 

The  policies  and  procedures  are  in  place  and  lie 
in  the  hands  of  the  IHL  Board  members  for  resolv- 
ing the  issues  at  hand.  We  implore  the  IHL  Board 
to  thoroughly  investigate  the  facts  and  to  resolve 
this  matter  in  a  most  expedient  manner,  and  to 
make  the  facts  available  to  the  public!  Delay  and  a 
lack  of  public  advisement  will  only  exacerbate  the 
situation. 

We  call  upon  all  who  love  and  support  Southern 
Miss  to  put  their  emotional  energies  aside  so  that 
this  issue  can  be  resolved,  and  so  that  we  can  focus 
more  on  the  mission  and  vision  of  our  University. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  The  University  of 

Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association 

Eugene  D.  Owens,  President 

This  statement  was  endorsed  by  the  Alumni 
Association  Board  of  Directors  on  April  3,  2004, 
and  the  Past  Presidents  Council  of  the  Alumni 
Association  on  April  16,  2004,  with  the  following 
resolution. 

The  Past  Presidents  Council  of  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association  endorses 
the  public  statement  made  by  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Alumni  Association  on  March 
10,  2004,  and  asks  the  public,  faculty,  students 
and  alumni  to  support  the  President  and 
University  administration  in  their  duties  until  this 
issue  is  resolved. 


The  Past  Presidents  Council  of  The  University  of 

Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association 

John  Polk,  Chair 


Dr.  Shelby  Thames  listens  as  an  attorney  presents  the  case  for  Drs. 
Glamser  and  Stringer. 


about  the  current  state  of  affairs 
on  campus.  About  150  mem- 
bers of  the  media,  administra- 
tion, faculty,  students  and  citi- 
zens attended  the  conference. 
Once  again,  Thames  said  the 
professors'  dismissals  were 
based  on  "solid  grounds  that 
are  totally  independent  of  any 
constitutionally  protected  free 
speech."  Thames  closed  with  a 
request  that  judgments  be  with- 
held until  all  the  facts  could  be 
disclosed.  The  full  text  of 
Thames'  March  8  remarks  can 
be  found  at  www.usm.edu/ 
wusm/thamestext  .html . 

Many  students  were  angered 
by  Thames'  dismissals  and 
voiced  their  concerns.  On  March  9,  several  hundred  students  staged  a  protest  in  front  of  the 
Aubrey  K.  Lucas  Administration  Building.  The  next  day,  about  150  alumni,  community  leaders, 
faculty  and  staff  members  rallied  outside  the  Ogletree  House  to  show  their  support  for  Thames, 
wielding  signs  and  speaking  in  support  of  the  president.  Student  protests  in  support  of  the  two 
professors  were  also  held  on  the  Long  Beach  campus  later  that  week. 

In  reaction  to  the  uneasiness  on  campus,  the  Student  Government  Association  (SGA)  recom- 
mended in  SGA  Senate  Resolution  9  that  the  SGA,  faculty  and  administration  "take  immediate 
action  to  do  what  is  necessary  to  ensure  education  of  students  is  not  further  disrupted."  The 
Alumni  Associations  Executive  Committee  issued  its  own  statement,  emphasizing  that  the  pri- 
mary purpose  of  the  university  is  to  teach  and  train  students;  Eugene  Owens,  president  of  the 
Association,  said  the  "current  disruption"  on  campus  was  hindering  those  goals.  The  Association 
also  urged  the  College  Board  to  lead  a  thorough  investigation  into  the  facts  and  to  find  an  expe- 
dient resolution  to  the  controversy.  (For  the  Alumni  Association's  complete  statement,  please  see 
sidebar  on  this  page.) 

The  Faculty  Senate  called  a  March  10  convocation,  held  at  the  Mannoni  Performing  Arts 
Center,  for  faculty  to  speak  about  the  incidents  and  to  voice  their  opinions.  Seventy  percent  of 
the  faculty  attended  the  convocation  and  cast  their  votes  by  secret  ballot  on  the  resolutions  pre- 
sented by  the  Faculty  Senate.  Including  votes  from  the  Hattiesburg  and  Gulf  Park  campuses, 
431  faculty  members  voted  to  send  the  motion,  urging  the  reinstatement  of  Glamser  and 
Stringer  and  a  resolution  to  the  latest  controversy,  to  the  College  Board.  Thirty-three  opposed. 
In  the  other  vote,  430  members  of  the  faculty  supported  the  vote  of  "no  confidence"  in  Thames, 
with  32  in  opposition.  The  votes  did  not  affect  Thames'  presidency,  and  he  formally  stated  that 
he  would  not  resign. 

Although  Thames  did  not  attend  the  convocation,  he  released  a  statement  about  the  incident: 
"I  understand  some  people  attending  the  convocation  voted  as  they  walked  into  the  venue,  not 
after  hearing  everyone  speak.  They  have  not  had  the  benefit  of  the  truth,  which  is  why  I  again 
and  again  asked  Drs.  Glamser  and  Stringer  to  come  forward  with  the  charges,  ask  for  an  open 
hearing  so  that  the  evidence  can  be  heard  and  let  people  make  a  judgment  only  when  all  evi- 
dence is  on  the  table.  I  have  acted  in  the  best  interests  of  our  university,  and  I  will  continue  to 
do  so." 

Following  Thames'  actions,  the  Faculty  Senate  released  an  open  letter  to  Thames  on  April  1 
to  restate  their  concerns  to  him  and  to  share  those  sentiments  with  the  public.  In  the  letter,  the 
faculty  expressed  their  concerns  that  Thames'  decision  to  suspend  Glamser  and  Stringer  was 
made  without  input  from  respective  chairs,  the  dean  or  the  provost.  Thames  maintained  that  he 
took  the  appropriate  action  based  on  the  information  he  had  reviewed  regarding  the  actions  of 
the  two  professors.  The  letter  to  Thames  also  asserted  that  the  faculty's  no  confidence  vote  in  his 
administration  did  not  merely  stem  from  his  actions  against  Glamser  and  Stringer  but  was  a 
reflection  of  the  larger,  more  widespread  issues.  The  full  text  of  the  letter  can  be  seen  on  the  Web 
at  www.usm.edu/fsenate/. 

The  April  28  hearing  was  set  to  help  the  university  move  beyond  the  concerns  that  had 
occurred  on  campus  for  the  past  two  months,  to  clear  up  speculations  and  misunderstandings 
surrounding  the  dismissals  and  to  reveal  the  actual  reasons  why  the  professors  were  suspended. 
The  hearing  appeared  to  be  a  success.  A  settlement  was  proposed  to  bring  an  end  to  the  dispute 
between  the  professors  and  Thames  and  to  help  the  university  rise  above  the  current  situation. 

"While  the  situation  at  Southern  Miss  has  indeed  been  unfortunate,  we  could  not  allow  it  to 
consume  the  reputation  of  this  highly  respected  institution  of  higher  learning,"  Eugene  Owens 
said.  "We  are  extremely  pleased  that  the  matter  has  been  dealt  with  by  the  College  Board  so  that 
we  can  once  again  focus  on  the  positive  aspects  and  successes  of  our  alma  mater." 
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Alumni  Chapters  Honored,  Chapter  Officers  Honored 


Tony  Palazzo — Northeast  Mississippi 


Dixie  Hill— Birmingham 


Linda  Ishee— Gulf  Coast  Metro 


In  January,  the  Alumni  Association  honored  several  alumni 
chapters  with  awards. 

Based  on  points  for  specific  activities  and  services,  chapters 
were  evaluated  based  on  three  levels  or  classifications. 

The  Outstanding  Chapter  Award  winner  for  Level  III  was  the 
Northeast  Mississippi  chapter;  Tony  Palazzo  accepted  the 
honor.  The  Birmingham  chapter  received  the  Outstanding 
Chapter  Award  for  Level  II,  and  Dixie  Hill  accepted  the  recog- 
nition. The  Gulf  Coast  Metro  chapter  earned  the  Outstanding 
Chapter  Award  for  Level  I,  and  chapter  president  Linda  Lang 
Ishee  accepted  the  honor. 

Additionally,  Ishee  received  the  Scott  Caldwell  Award  for 
outstanding  chapter  president.  The  award  is  given  in  honor  of 
Southern  Miss  alumnus  Scott  Caldwell,  who  died  of  cancer 
during  his  term  as  president  of  the  Mobile  chapter  in  1992. 
Ishee  became  president  of  the  Gulf  Coast  Metro  chapter  in 
January  2003. 

"I  am  immensely  honored  to  have  received  the  Scott  Caldwell 
Award  m  recognition  of  service  as  outstanding  alumni  chapter 
president,"  Ishee  says.  "I  feel  our  entire  chapter — the  'Coast 
Eagles' — has  accomplished  much  in  the  way  of  achieving  greater 
support  for  our  university  through  various  social  functions  and 
family-oriented  activities,  encouraging  more  alumni  involve- 
ment, and  creating  a  spint  of  camaraderie  and  enthusiasm.  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  means  a  great  deal  to  me  as 
well  as  to  my  entire  family,  and  I  am  proud  to  be  of  service." 


Luncheon  Held  to  Honor 
Elected  Officials 


On  February  3  at  Dennerys 
Restaurant  in  Jackson,  a  special 
luncheon  was  held  honoring 
Mississippi  elected  officials  who  are 
also  Southern  Miss  alumni.  The 
luncheon  allowed  Golden  Eagles 
serving  in  the  Mississippi  Legislature 
to  visit  with  members  of  the  Alumni 
Association  and  members  of  the 
administration. 

President  Thames  was  in  atten- 
dance and  spoke  about  the  universi- 
ty. Richard  Giannini,  athletic  direc- 
tor, was  also  present  and  spoke 
about  the  tax  referendum  for  athlet- 
ic improvements  for  the  university. 
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Longtime  Southern  Miss  Supporter,  Medical 
Pioneer  Dies 

Lowery  A.  Woodall  '51,  whose  leader- 
ship for  more  than  34  years  helped 
expand  Forrest  General  Hospital  into  a 
regional  medical  center,  died  March  13. 
He  was  74. 

Woodall  served  as  the  chief  adminis- 
trator for  Forrest  General  Hospital  since 
1962.  During  this  time  the  hospital 
established  a  cardiac  care  unit  and  began 
offering  expanded  psychiatric  services.  He  was  also  active  in 
economic  development  and  served  as  the  chairman  of  the 
Hattiesburg-Forrest  County  Industrial  Park  Commission. 

He  also  played  a  major  role  in  securing  funding  for  the  Pearl 
River  Community  College  Workforce  Development  Center, 
which  is  currently  under  construction.  The  $3.73  million  facil- 
ity will  be  named  after  Woodall. 

A  lifelong  supporter  of  the  university,  Woodall  was  recog- 
nized several  times  by  the  Alumni  Association  for  his  service. 
He  was  inducted  into  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  (1987)  and 
received  the  Alumni  Outstanding  Service  Award  (1961),  the 
Alumni  Continuous  Service  Award  (1985),  the  Alumni 
Service  Award  (2000)  and  the  Alumni  Meritorious  Service 
Award  (2002).  Woodall  also  served  on  the  Alumni 
Association's  board  of  directors  in  1999.  Additionally,  he  won 
the  Hub  Award  in  1980. 

Woodall  served  as  president  of  the  USM  Foundation  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Century  Club  and  the  Big  Gold  Club.  His 
civic  memberships  included  the  Hattiesburg  Country  Club,  the 
Hattiesburg  Rotary  Club  and  the  William  Carey  College 
Century  Club. 


Seawolves  Host  Southern  Miss  Night 

On  April  3,  the  Mississippi  Seawolves  hockey  team  host- 
ed "Southern  Miss  Night."  More  than  600  fans  cheered  on 
the  Seawolves  as  they  wore  Southern  Miss  jerseys  in  sup- 
port of  the  university.  After  the  game,  the  jerseys  were  auc- 
tioned and  nearly  $14,000  was  generated  for  scholarships. 


Legacy  Corner 

While  the  fall  semester  was  full  of  activities,  such  as  the  painting  of 
the  Eagle  Walk,  the  T-shirt  trade,  and  The  Legacy  Series,  the  spring  is 
time  for  The  Legacy  Board  to  plan  and  prepare  for  future  events  and 
bring  new  ideas  to  the  table. 

The  group  continues  to  build  the  traditions  and  spirit  of  Southern 
Miss  by  supporting  athletics  and  student  involvement.  The  Legacy 
held  its  annual  "Legacy  Night  at  the  Green  House"  on  March  3.  The 
group  hosted  a  cookout  for  the  student  body  and  encouraged  them  to 
stay  for  the  game  against  the  Tulane  Green  Wave.  The  event  was  com- 
plete with  sausage  dogs,  music,  and  black  and  gold.  The  cookout  was 
highlighted  by  a  "Drink  the  Green  Wave  Contest,"  which  consisted  of 
campus  celebrities  competing  to  see  who  could  finish  off  a  pitcher  of 
green  Kool-Aid  first. 


Joe  Johnson  Endowment  Established 

In  memory  of  past  Alumni  Association  President  Joe 
Johnson  '62,  an  endowment  in  economic  development 
has  been  established  with  the  USM  Foundation. 
Currently,  the  endowment  has  more  than  $21,000, 
and  donations  are  still  being  taken. 

Johnson,  who  died  August  27,  2003,  was  actively 
involved  with  his  alma  mater.  He  and  his  wife,  Renee, 
were  life  members  of  the  Alumni  Association  and 
members  of  the  USM  Foundation's  Honor  Club. 
Johnson  served  in  multiple  leadership  positions  for  the  university,  includ- 
ing president  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  in  1990.  He  was 
inducted  into  the  Association's  Hall  of  Fame  in  1992  and  had  just  com- 
pleted a  term  as  chair  of  the  organization's  Past  Presidents  Council  shortly 
before  his  death. 

To  donate  to  the  Joe  Johnson  Memorial  Endowment  in  Economic 
Development,  contact  the  USM  Foundation  at  (601)  266-5602. 


New  Life 

Members 

William  Austin  Jackson 

Mary  Anding  McIntyre 

Emily  Cooper  Jackson 

Sheila  McLeod  Savage 

Joe  D.  and  Lisa  C.  Stevens 

Cynthia  Denise  Morris 

Polly  Vinzant  Lampkin 

Robyn  Moran  Villarreal 

Kathy  Anne  Harrison 

Robert  Lee  Everett  III 

Stephen  E.  Buckley,  MD 

Stanley  and  Deborah  Hill 

Keith  Gregory  Eilermann 

Harriet  Lowery  Jones 

Frank  E  Fall 

Brian  G.  and  Heather  S. 

Victor  Andrew  Fiorentini 

Houston 

Rex  and  Rebecca  Kelly 

Charles  Andrew  Sanders 

Elizabeth  Ann  Raley 

Michael  Scott  Dollfus 

Robert  and  Betsy  Tannehill 

Phyllis  Reynolds  Williams 

Marion  E.  Cockrell  III 

William  Albert  Speed 

Joseph  Richard  Haydel  Jr. 

William  A.  and  Emily  C.  Jackson 
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Baseball  Team  Sweeps  Ole  Miss 

The  Southern  Miss  and  the  Ole  Miss  baseball  teams 
have  been  playing  each  other  since  1916,  but  on  April 
27,  history  was  made  when  the  Golden  Eagles  swept 
the  Rebels.  The  win  gave  Southern  Miss  a  three-game 
sweep  over  Ole  Miss  for  the  first  time  in  31  years  when 
the  two  teams  have  played  more  than  once  in  a  season. 
The  Eagles  6-3  win  took  place  at  Smith-Wills 
Stadium  in  Jackson  in  front  of  a  crowd  of  more  than  4,800.  Southern  Miss  finished  the 
night  with  six  runs  on  seven  hits  and  committed  one  error;  Ole  Miss  scored  three  runs 
on  12  hits  and  committed  three  errors.  Matt  Shepherd  led  the  Golden  Eagles  with  two 
hits,  and  Jody  Blount  hit  a  three-run  homer  to  left  centerfield  in  the  sixth  inning  to 
give  the  Eagles  the  lead. 

Anthony  DeWitt  earned  his  seventh  win  of  the  season,  pitching  a  season-high  eight 
innings,  giving  up  three  runs,  two  earned  on  10  hits  and  striking  out  six  batters. 
Austin  Tubb  earned  his  fifth  save  of  the  season,  pitching  the  final  inning,  giving  up  two 
hits  and  striking  out  Charlie  Babmeaux  to  end  the  game. 

The  win  gave  the  Eagles  their  31st  win  of  the  season  and  handed  the  No.  9  ranked 
Ole  Miss  their  12th  loss. 

Southern  Miss  also  beat  the  Rebels  in  Hattiesburg  on  March  23  with  a  score  of  8-7 
and  in  Oxford  on  April  20  with  a  score  of  8-4. 

Carter  Named  to  C-USA  All-Freshman  Team 

Deondra  Carter  of  Pearl  River,  La.,  was  named  to  the  Conference 
USA  All-Freshman  Team.  She  is  the  first  Lady  Eagle  freshman  to 
receive  the  honor  since  the  1996-97  season.  She  played  in  all  26 
games  and  started  in  23  games.  She  led  the  team  in  scoring,  averag- 
ing 12.9  points  and  5.0  rebounds.  She  averaged  13.1  points  and  4.5 
rebounds  against  C-USA  teams. 

Southern  Miss  finished  the  2003-04  season  with  a  14-13  record, 
the  first  winning  mark  since  the  1999-2000  season. 
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Green  Resigns,  Eustachy  Named 
Men's  Basketball  Coach 

After  eight  seasons 
with  Southern  Miss, 
James  Green  resigned 
as  the  head  men's  bas- 
ketball coach.  Larry 
Eustachy,  former 
head  coach  of  Iowa 
State,  has  been 
tapped  to  lead  the 
Golden  Eagles. 

Under  Green's 
guidance,  the  mens  basketball  team  compiled  a 
123-109  overall  record.  In  the  2000-01  season, 
Green  was  named  the  C-USA  Coach  of  the  Year 
and  led  the  team  to  a  22-9  record.  The  team  was 
also  C-USA  regular  season  co-champions  and 
participated  in  the  National  Invitational 
Tournament.  In  the  1997-98  season,  the  Golden 
Eagles  posted  a  22-11  record  and  also  earned  a 
berth  in  the  NIT. 

The  Golden  Eagles  finished  the  regular  sea- 
son with  a  13-14  overall  record  and  6-10  record 
in  C-USA. 

"James  is  a  quality  person,"  said  Richard 
Giannini,  director  of  athletics.  "In  a  very  com- 
petitive Conference  USA,  he  led  the  team  to  a 
conference  championship  and  two  NIT  appear- 
ances. He  has  been  a  leader  off  the  court,  as 
well,  achieving  high  graduation  rates  among  his 
student-athletes.  I  appreciate  James'  dedication 
to  Southern  Miss  and  I  wish  him  well  in  his 
future  endeavors." 

Eustachy,  the  2000  National  Coach  of  the 
Year  by  both  The  Associated  Press  and  the 
United  States  Basketball  Writers  Association, 
comes  to  Southern  Miss  after  posting  a  13-year 
head  coaching  record  of  260-145,  which 
includes  stints  at  Iowa  State  (1998-2003),  Utah 
State  (1993-98)  and  Idaho  (1990-93).  He  fin- 
ished with  one  30-win  season,  five  20-win  sea- 
sons and  has  averaged  20  wins  per  season  dur- 
ing his  career. 

"I  am  excited  about  coming  to  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi,"  Eustachy  said.  "It  has 
great  potential  with  its  outstanding  alumni  and 
hungry  fan  base.  I  would  like  to  thank  President 
Dr.  Shelby  Thames  and  Director  of  Athletics 
Richard  Giannini  and  everyone  else  for  believ- 
ing in  me.  I'm  looking  forward  to  taking 
Southern  Miss  basketball  to  a  national  level." 
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D'Angelo  Joins  Golf  Team 

■  Micky  D'Angelo  has  turned  in  his  Southern  Miss  helmet  and 


■ 


picked  up  a  golf  club.  The  junior  Golden  Eagle  starting  quarter- 
ack  for  parts  of  the  past  two  seasons  has  joined  Head  Coach 
Steven  Johnsons  golf  team.  The  change  comes  after  D'Angelo 
suffered  another  concussion  in  the  2003  Liberty  Bowl  and  decid- 
ed to  give  up  the  sport  of  football. 
According  to  Johnson,  "He  [D'Angelo]  possesses  tremendous 
golf  skills,  and  we're  happy  that  he  will  bring  his  leadership  skills  and  maturity  to  our 
program.  He'll  be  a  welcome  addition  to  an  already  outstanding  squad." 

D'Angleo  said  he  knows  he  has  a  lot  of  hard  work  ahead  of  him.  "You  don't  make  the 
transition  quickly  from  football  to  golf,  and  if  I'm  going  to  be  able  to  help  the  golf  team, 
I  have  a  lot  of  work  ahead,"  he  said.  "But  if  hard  work  makes  a  difference,  then  I'll  be 
able  to  help,  and  I  appreciate  Coach  Johnson  giving  me  the  opportunity  to  remain 
active  in  athletics." 


Davis,  Pruitt  Named  to  All-American  Team 

■  Rod  Davis  and  Etric  Pruitt  were  named  to  the  2003  Ail-American  team  by  the 
Ail-American  Football  Foundation.  The  awards  add  to  the  already-decorated  careers 
for  both  Davis  and  Pruitt,  who  both  participated  in  the  2004  Senior  Bowl  in  January. 

Davis,  a  three-time  Ail-American,  led  the  2003  Southern  Miss  team  in  total  tack- 
les with  164  and  has  a  team-best  111  solos.  He  also  has  20  tackles  for  loss,  four 
sacks,  four  pass  breakups,  11  quarterback  hurries,  one  fumble  recovery  and  five 
forced  fumbles. 

Davis  set  the  school's  all-time  tackle  (526),  tackle  for  loss  (60.5)  and  solo  tackle 
(360)  records.  He  is  also  the  all-time  leader  in  Conference  USA  in  two  categories, 
total  tackles  and  tackles  for  loss.  On  the  school  charts,  he  also  ranks  in  the  top  five 
in  both  career  sacks  and  fumble  recoveries. 

Pruitt  has  also  set  records  at  Southern  Miss.  He  is  the  top  defensive  back  in 
Southern  Miss  history  with  362  career  tackles.  Pruitt  finished  the  season  with  132 
total  tackles,  five  tackles  for  loss,  three  interceptions,  10  pass  breakups,  three  fum- 
ble recoveries  and  one  forced  fumble.  •» 


Willcutt,  Tubb  Named  Preseason  Ail-Americans 

■    Brad    Willcutt    and    Austin    Tubb    were    selected    to 
CollegeBaseballlnsider.com's  preseason  Ail-American  team  as 
honorable  mention  selections. 

Tubb,  a  2003  NCWBA  All-Amencan  and  NCBWA  pre- 
season All-American,  finished  with  a  3-2  record  and  a  1.45 
ERA  in  31  innings  pitched  as  the  team's  closer.  Last  season, 
he  struck  out  30,  walked  nine  and  collected  10  saves. 

Willcutt,  a  preseason  NCBWA  All-American  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  2003  All-Conference  USA  team  and  2003  NCAA 
Hattiesburg  Regional  All-Tournament  team,  was  third  on  the 

team  last  season  with  a  .325  batting  average,  hitting  12  home  runs  and  driving  in  61 
runs.  Willcutt  ranked  second  in  the  league  with  20  doubles;  he  scored  52  runs,  en  route 
to  earning  second  team  all-league  honors. 


©  2004  PGA  TOUR 

GLEN  HNATIUK  '88 

PROFESSIONAL  GOLFER 

PGA  TOUR 

In  1998,  Glen  Hnatiuk  joined  the  PGA 
Tour  after  playing  professional  golf  for 
more  than  eight  years.  The  Canada 
native  currently  ranks  second  in  driving 
accuracy  percentage  on  the  tour.  In 
2003,  Hnatiuk  made  19  cuts  in  28 
starts.  His  best  finish  for  the  year  was  at 
the  Valero  Texas  Open,  where  he  tied  for 
seventh  place.  Hnatiuk  also  had  13  top 
five  finishes  and  15  top  10  finishes  for 
the  year.  In  2000,  he  tied  for  third  place 
in  the  B.C.  Open,  making  it  his  best  PGA 
Tour  finish.  The  same  year,  he  also 
played  for  the  World  Cup.  While  at 
Southern  Miss,  Hnatiuk  was  named  to 
the  1988  All-Metro  Conference  selec- 
tion. His  first  nationwide  tour  win  was 
at  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Classic. 
Hnatiuk  currently  resides  in  Homasassa, 
Fla.  He  and  his  wife,  Julia,  have  two 
children,  Ilene  and  Morgan. 
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Eagle  Club  Members  Participate  in  Quail  Hunt 

Bud  Holmes,  a  longtime  friend  of  Southern  Miss  Athletics  and  a 
Circle  of  Champions  member,  hosted  a  quail  hunt  February  3-6  at 
his  camp  in  Petal.  More  than  60  Eagle  Club  members  participated  in 
this  shoot.  On  February  17,  Holmes  sponsored  a  quail  dinner  at 
Cane  Creek  Restaurant  for  all  hunters,  their  guests  and  volunteers. 

Other  hosts  for  this  event  were  Bob  Mixon,  Bobby  Dews,  Dr.  Doug 
Rouse,  Jimmy  Havard,  Holt  McMullan,  Ben  Willoughby,  Dennis 
Sweet,  Alexander  Stolen,  Chris  Happ,  Maurice  Dantin,  Doc  Roberts 
and  Robert  St.  John. 


Krandall  Howell  gets  ready. 


Hosts  Bud  Holmes  and  Robert  St.  John 


Ben  Willoughby,  Dr.  Charlie  Burchell,  Dr.  Shelby  Thames,  Jimmy  Havard  and  James 
Ray  Carpenter  (from  left) 


Eagle  Club  Prepares  for  Record-breaking  Year 

Now  more  than  ever  before,  Southern  Miss  is  poised  to  become  a 
national  power  in  intercollegiate  athletics.  With  the  changes  in 
Conference  USA,  Southern  Miss  has  the  capability  to  be  more  com- 
petitive in  all  sports.  This  includes  continuing  dominance  in  football, 
improveing  standings  in  basketball,  and  competing  on  a  national 
level  with  our  baseball  team,  which  has  already  seen  national  rank- 
ings for  two  consecutive  years.  The  past  few  years  have  seen  us  gar- 
ner conference  championships  and  bowl  berths  and  host  one  of  the 
most  successful  regional  tournaments  in  baseball.  Plus,  our  athletes 
are  being  designated  Ail-Americans.  Additionally,  success  has  carried 
beyond  the  playing  field  to  the  classroom,  where  our  student-athletes 
continue  to  graduate  at  a  higher  level  than  the  student  body. 

To  ensure  that  we  continue  to  excel  and  climb  to  dominance,  we 
must  meet  the  challenge.  Over  the  next  five  years,  we  must  position 
ourselves  for  accelerated  growth.  The  Eagle  Club  must  double  not 
only  in  size  but  in  dollars  raised,  and  our  overall  department  must 


continue  and  exceed  its  established  goals  in  'Building  Dominance."  To 
be  where  we  need  to  be  in  2008,  we  must  have  the  facilities  and  the 
budgetary  support  to  compete  with  the  nations  leading  universities. 

Currently  the  athletic  department  provides  scholarship  support  to 
more  than  300  student-athletes.  It  requires  in  excess  of  S3  million 
annually  to  fund  these  scholarships.  Through  the  generous  support 
of  our  donors,  and  through  our  endowment  program,  we  are  able  to 
fund  $1.8  million  of  the  overall  costs.  The  remaining  dollars  are  allo- 
cated through  the  departments  operating  funds.  Our  goal  is  to  fully 
fund  these  scholarship  costs  over  the  next  five  years. 

You  can  make  a  difference  by  joining  the  Eagle  Club  today.  Eagle 
Club  membership  and  two  football  season  tickets  for  2004  cost 
$225,  and  this  cost  includes  reserved  parking  for  the  entire  season. 
For  more  details,  contact  the  Eagle  Club  at  (601)  266-5299. 

Arts  and  Athletics 

Artist  Alexander  Stolin  was  the  distinguished  guest  of  Southern 
Miss  athletics  for  this  year's  Grand  Time  Social,  which  was  held  at  the 
Grand  Casino  Biloxi.  This  years  event  also  featured  former  NFL 
greats  Tony  Dorsett,  Sammy  Winder,  Bud  Brown  and  Bubbie  Blister. 
Stolin,  also  known  as  Sasha,  displayed  several  pieces  of  his  art. 
Additionally  he  donated  "Carters  Grocery,"  an  oil  on  canvas,  to  the 
auction  that  helped  create  the  Sammy  Winder  Football  Endowment 
at  Southern  Miss. 

Stolin  obtained  his  masters  degree  in  fine  arts  from  the  State 
Institute  of  Art  in  Kiev,  Ukraine.  Since  coming  to  the  United  States, 
his  art  has  been  displayed  in  leading  galleries  across  the  country  as 
well  as  in  many  publications.  His  artwork  is  well-known  in  places 
such  as  New  Orleans,  Delray  Beach,  Fla.,  Atlanta,  Houston,  Mobile. 
Ala.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  and  New  Mexico.  Additionally,  Stolins  "The 
Tory  of  the  South:  Art  and  Culture,  1890-2003"  was  the  opening 
exhibition  at  the  Ogden  Museum  of  Southern  Art  in  New  Orleans. 


Artist  Alexander  Stolin  donated  his  "Carter's  Grocery"  oil  painting 
to  an  auction  that  helped  create  the  Sammy  Winder  Football 
Endowment  at  Southern  Miss. 


<FR1X.    ; 


43 


SNAP 


FOUNDERS'  DAY/OFFICIAL  RING  CEREMONY 

On  March  30  Southern  Miss  celebrated  its  94th  birthday.  A  ceremony  was  held  on  the  lawn  of  the  Lucas  Administration  Building 
to  commemorate  the  occasion,  and  later  that  day  the  official  ring  ceremony  was  held  in  the  University  Commons.  Danny  Rawls 
'69,  '80,  Photo  Services  manager,  was  present  to  capture  the  events  of  the  day. 


Dr.  Joe  Paul,  vice  president 
student  affairs,  talks  about  the 
university's  past  and  hopes  for  an 
even  brighter  future. 

The  first  recipients  of  the  official 
ring  were  presented  at  an  on- 
campus  ceremony. 

Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas  and  Bob  Pierce, 
executive  director  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  at  the  Founders'  Day 
ceremony. 

Jared  Loftus,  president  of  the 
Student  Government  Association, 
spoke  about  the  outgoing  and 
incoming  SGA  officers. 

Powell  Ogletree  at  the  Founders' 
Day  ceremony. 

Walt  Cain,  the  incoming  SGA 
president,  is  sworn  into  office. 

State  Auditor  Phil  Byant  and  Tim 
Ryan,  executive  director  of  the 
USM  Foundation,  at  the  Founders' 
Day  ceremony. 

Students,  alumni,  faculty,  staff  and 
members  of  the  administration  at 
the  Founders'  Day  ceremony  on 
the  lawn  of  the  Aubrey  K.  Lucas 
Administration  Building. 

*For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or 
scan  your  photos  at  a  resolution  of  300 
dpi.  If  you  have  any  questions,  contact 
the  Alumni  Association  at  (601)  266-5013. 
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Exciting  things  are  happening  to  Southern  Miss 
alumni,  and  now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on 
the  news  and  accomplishments  of  your  fellow 
Golden  Eagles.  To  submit  your  news  to  The  Talon, 
please  send  your  information  to  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi,  Alumni  Association,  118 
College  Drive  #5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406- 
0001;  e-mail  alumni.talonnustn.edu;  or  post 
online  at  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


All  cities  are  in  Mississippi  unless  otherwise 
noted. 


1950s 


JAMES  WAITES  '59  of  Laurel  was 
recently  elected  to  the  William  Carey 
College  Board  of  Trustees.  He  was  the  for- 
mer chief  of  staff  of  South  Central 
Regional  Medical  Center. 


1960s 


ERNEST  J.  SEWELL  '62  recently  was 
elected  as  a  Federal  Reserve  Bank  direc- 
tor. He  also  serves  as  the  president  and 
chief  executive  officer  of  FNB  Southeast 
and  FNB  Financial  Services  Corporation 
in  North  Carolina. 

ROSEMARY  SIMMONS  '62  has  retired 
after  40  years  in  education.  She  was  the 
director  of  the  fine  arts  division  at 
Northwest  Mississippi  Community 
College. 

FRANCES  WHITEHEAD  '62  is  the 

proud  grandparent  of  four  grandchildren. 


1970s 


LESLIE  CAROL  SISTRUNK  70  retired 
from  federal  service  after  a  career  of  more 
than  32  years.  She  served  as  chief  of  library 
services  at  the  G.Y  "Sonny"  Montgomery 
VA  Medical  Center  in  Jackson. 


After  22  years  with  the  Gulfport  Police 
Department,  Steve  Barnes  '90,  '93  recently  was 
appointed  the  department's  chief  of  police. 
Because  of  his  hard  work,  he  now  serves  in  the 
departments  highest  position,  a  true  testimony  of 
determination  and  perseverance. 

When  Barnes  began  working  at  the  police 
department,  he  was  a  radio  dispatcher  with  a  high 
school  degree.  In  the  mid-1980s,  he  decided  he 
wanted  to  earn  a  college  degree,  so  he  started  tak- 
ing night  classes  at  the  university's  Gulf  Coast  campus.  After  five  years  of  night 
classes,  he  earned  his  bachelor's  degree  in  criminal  justice,  and  then  went  on  to 
receive  his  master's  degree  in  criminal  justice.  Today,  he  has  completed  his 
coursework  for  a  Ph.D.  in  adult  education  and  will  be  receiving  the  degree  when 
he  finishes  his  dissertation. 

Barnes  said  he  is  thankful  he  was  able  to  receive  his  education  while  main- 
taining his  position  with  the  police  department.  "The  degree  program  at 
Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast  was  tailored  for  individuals  who  worked,"  he 
explained.  "The  instructors  were  fantastic  to  work  with,  and  I  was  fortunate  to 
have  a  chief  who  allowed  me  to  go  to  class." 

Barnes  is  also  grateful  for  the  instructors'  mentorship  during  his  work  on  his 
dissertation.  "I  personally  extend  my  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  to  Dr. 
John  Rachal  and  Dr.  Willie  Pierce  for  their  continuous  support  during  my  doc- 
toral program,"  he  said. 

Originally  from  Duluth,  Minn.,  Barnes  has  lived  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 
since  1972  and  considers  Gulfport  his  home.  He  said  he  looks  forward  to  his 
new  position  and  is  honored  to  be  chosen  as  chief.  "It  meant  a  great  deal  to  me 
that  the  mayor  and  council  of  Gulfport  had  faith  in  my  abilities  and  qualities  to 
be  in  this  position,"  he  said. 


MAJORIE  KAY  ASP  KUENN  73,  74  has 

been  selected  for  the  2004-2005  edition  of 
Who's  Who  of  American  Women.  She  has 
been  the  orchestra  director  in  the  Hickman 
Mills  School  District  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
for  25  years. 

SUSAN  HUGHES  TINNON  74,  '90 

recently  accepted  a  position  as  the  manager 
of  human  resources  with  Behr  Heat  Transfer 
Systems  Inc.  in  Charleston,  S.C.  Behr  Heat 
Transfer  Systems  manufactures  radiators  for 
BMW,  Ford,  Freightliner,  John  Deere  and 
other  automotive  companies.  She  and  her 
husband,  GENE  TINNON  '61,  recently 
relocated  to  the  Charleston  area. 


JAMES  H.  HEIDELBERG  75  has  been 

elected  as  a  fellow  of  The  Mississippi 
Foundation,  which  is  restricted  to  only 
five  percent  of  the  membership  of  the 
Mississippi  Bar.  He  also  received  the 
Mississippi  Bar's  Distinguished  Service 
Award  for  2003.  Heidelberg  practices  in 
Pascagoula. 

KEN  W.  RIGBY  75  is  serving  in  North 

Central  Iraq  as  the  commander  of  the 
168th  ENGP  of  MSXG.  He  is  planning 
and  coordinating  reconstruction  efforts 
for  schools,  clinics  and  governmental 

facilities. 
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TIM  LOCKLEY  76  has  retired  after  28 
years  as  a  research  entomologist  for  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Agricultures 
Imported  Fire  Ant  Laboratory  in 
Gulfport.  He  has  accepted  a  position  with 
the  Mississippi  Department  of  Agriculture 
as  senior  entomologist  for  Hancock, 
Harrison  and  Pearl  River  Counties. 

DR.  CLAUDE  W.  GOSSETT  JR.  77 

retired  from  Auburn  University,  where  he 
was  a  professor  of  voice  for  25  years. 
Currently,  he  and  his  wife  live  in  Lindale, 
Texas,  near  their  son  and  his  family. 


MICHAEL 
BRUCE  PERI- 

NI  78  is  now 
director  of 
public  affairs 
at  NORAD  and 
U.S.  Northern 
Command  in 
Colorado 
Springs,  Colo. 

PRISCILLA  T. 

GUY  79  has 

been  selected 
for  the  position 
of  chief  of  pros- 
thetics and  sen- 
sory aids  serv- 
ice at  the  VA 
Gulf  Coast 
System  located 
in  Biloxi. 

WANDA  BRIS- 
TER-RACHW- 

AL  79  is  now 

employed  at 
Florida  State 
University  after 
teaching  at  the  University  of  Arizona  and  at 
Baylor  University.  She  has  performed  exten- 
sively throughout  the  United  States  and 
Europe. 

ANGELA  DIANE  LEE  '81,  91  recently 
graduated  from  the  Drug  Enforcement 
Administration  Training  Academy  in 
Quantico,  Va.  She  is  a  diversion  investigator 
with  the  Drug  Enforcement  Agency  in  Little 
Rock,  Ark. 

JOANNA  ALFONSO  WILLIAMS  '81,  '82, 

'88  and  Harris  Bell  Williams  of  Pascagoula 
announce  the  February  20,  2004,  birth  of 
their  son,  Knox  Haralson.  He  is  welcomed 
by  big  sister  Augusta  and  big  brothers 
Harris  Jr.  and  Bennett. 


JILL  GUNNELL-DROUANT  '82  was 

promoted  as  an  agent  for  State  Farm 
Insurance  &  Financial  Services  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas.  Her  daughter,  EMILIE 
TAYLOR  '03,  is  attending  graduate 
school  at  Tulane  University. 

JILL  CREEL  '83  and  her  husband,  Larry, 
started  their  own  business  and  are  the 
proud  parents  of  Cody,  13,  and    Kyleigh, 
11. 

ANDY  KIMBRELL  '83  is  the  proud 
father  of  three  children:  Drew,  8,  Katie, 
4,  and  Kelly,  2. 

CLAUDIA  DAVIS  '84  announces  the 
October  6,  2003,  birth  of  her  daughter, 
Bethany  Grace. 

LT.  COL.  R.  STEVEN 
MURRAY  '85  was 

deployed  to  Iraq  in  the 

first  half  of  this  year  as 

part  of  Operation  Iraqi 

Freedom.  Murray  is 

chief  of  public  affairs  at  Air  Force 

Recruiting  Service  headquarters  at 

Randolph  Air  Force  Base  in  Texas. 

(PHOTO) 

KATHY  KIRKPATRICK 
BAILEY  '86,'92  and  her 

husband,  John,  announce 
the  December  19,  2003, 
birth  of  their  daughter, 
Heather  Nicole.  Proud 
Golden  Eagle  grandpar- 
ents are  WE.  "BUD"  KIRKPATRICK 
'58,  '62  and  VIRGINIA  LAVIGNE 
KIRKPATRICK  '59.  (PHOTO) 

JENNIFER  BARNHILL  '87  was  married 
in  May  2000  and  now  has  two  children, 
Casey  and  Vance. 
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STAN  BUCKLEY  '88  is  the  new  pastor 
at  First  Baptist  Church  in  Jackson. 

LANA  NICHOLSON 
BULGER  '89  and 
CHRIS  BULGER  '91 

announce  the  November 
17,  2003,  birth  of  then- 
son,  Stephen  Ross. 
Proud  Golden  Eagle  grandparents  are 
JIMMIE  C.  NICHOLSON  '49,  75  and 
MARY  HAZEL  ROSS  NICHOLSON  58 
(PHOTO) 


1990$ 


GATES  WEAVER  '90  is  the  division 
champion  for  the  fourth  guiding  principle 
for  American  Medical  Response. 

NEELY  CARLTON  '91  is  a  legislative 
liaison  for  Gov.  Haley  Barbour  for  the 
2004  general  session. 

KIM  DEBEN  '91  currently  is  employed 
as  an  accounting  operations  manager  for 
Hancock  Bank. 

JEANNE  ELIZABETH  MCCARTY  '91 
and  JASON  IAN  HEWITT  '93  were  mar- 
ried on  December  31,  2003. 

ANTHONY  "TONY" 
PALAZZO  '91  and  his 

wife,  Amy,  announce  the 
February  3,  2004,  birth 
of  their  son,  Joseph. 
Joseph  is  welcomed  by 
big  brother  Madison.  Anthony  recently 
earned  his  masters  degree  in  health  care 
administration  from  the  University  of 
Alabama  at  Birmingham.  (PHOTO) 


After  working  as  the  assistant  athletic  trainer  for 
the  Jacksonville  Jaguars  for  more  than  nine  years, 
John  Burrell  '90  has  landed  one  of  the  highest 
positions  an  athletic  trainer  could  ever  hope  for: 
head  athletic  trainer  for  the  Washington  Redskins. 

After  receiving  his  bachelors  degree  in  athletic 
training  from  Southern  Miss,  Burrell  served  as 
head  athletic  trainer  for  Alcorn  State  University  in 
Lorman,  Miss.,  and  as  assistant  athletic  trainer  of 
the  Canadian  Football  Leagues  now  defunct 
Shreveport,  La.,  Pirates  during  the  team's  inaugural  session. 

At  Southern  Miss,  Burrell  was  able  to  work  with  many  athletes  and  said  he  is 
thankful  for  the  experiences  the  university  allowed  him.  "I  was  lucky  to  be  able 
to  work  with  so  many  great  athletes  at  Southern  Miss,"  he  said.  "I  even  worked 
with  Brett  Favre,  and  he  is  a  friend  of  mine  still  today." 

The  Vicksburg  native  said  he  also  sharpened  his  skills  working  with  Southern 
Miss'  women's  sports.  "I  had  a  great  experience  [at  Southern  Miss],  and  I  also 
worked  with  the  women's  basketball  team  at  Southern  Miss.  It  was  a  fulfilling 
experience  and  I  learned  a  lot,"  he  said. 

Burrell  said  he  is  proud  he  received  his  degree  from  Southern  Miss,  adding  that 
the  university's  athletic  training  curriculum  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  country.  "We 
actually  have  three  Southern  Miss  graduates  [from  athletic  training]  in  the  NFL 
today,"  he  said.  "I  am  truly  honored  to  say  that  I  came  from  Southern  Miss." 

Burrell  credited  fellow  alumnus  Jim  Gallaspy  70,  72,  former  Southern  Miss 
head  athletic  trainer,  with  making  the  program  what  it  is  today.  "[Jim]  was  one 
of  the  first  people  I  called  when  I  found  out  I  received  this  position,"  he  said. 

Over  the  course  of  his  career,  Burrell  has  earned  recognition  for  his  profession- 
al success.  While  working  with  the  Jacksonville  Jaguars,  he  earned  the  2003  NFL 
Training  Staff  of  the  Year  award.  Additionally,  Florida  Governor  Jeb  Bush  appoint- 
ed him  to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  newly  created  Board  of  Athletic  Training. 

Burrell  is  also  active  with  his  fraternity,  Kappa  Alpha  Psi.  He  serves  as  a  finan- 
cial life  member  and  also  was  polemarch-elect  for  the  fraternity's  Jacksonville 
alumni  chapter. 

Whether  in  Florida  or  Washington,  D.C.,  Burrell's  heart  doesn't  seem  to  stray 
far  from  his  alma  mater.  "I  told  my  nephews  that  if  they  went  to  Southern  Miss 
1  would  pay  their  tuition,  but  not  if  they  go  somewhere  else,"  he  said. 

Hopefully  the  family  will  follow  the  path  of  success  that  Burrell  started  at 
Southern  Miss  several  years  ago. 


BOB  PIERCE 
'91  and  KRISTI 
PIERCE  '95 

announce  the 
December  30, 
2003,  birth  of 
their  son,  Andrew  Robert.  (PHOTO) 


SHEILA  TILLMAN  '91  retired  in  July 
2002  after  41  years  with  Northrop 
Grumman  in  Pascagoula. 

MICHAEL  B.  COOPER  '92  recently 

joined  the  staff  of  Coast  Community  Bank 
in  Gulfport  as  assistant  vice  president. 
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Hasty  Graduates  from  Coast 
Guard  Training  Center 

Coast  Guard  Seaman  Nathan  S.  Hasty  '03 
recently  graduated  from  the  U.S.  Coast 
Guard  Recruit  Training  Center  in  Cape  May 
NJ.  During  the  eight-week  training  program, 
Hasty  completed  a  curriculum  consisting  of 
classroom  academics  and  practical  instruc- 
tion on  military  customs  and  courtesies, 
water  safety  and  survival,  seamanship  skills, 
first  aid,  fire  fighting  and  marksmanship.  An 
emphasis  was  also  placed  on  physical  fitness 
and  health. 

Hasty  and  other  recruits  also  received 
instruction  on  the  Coast  Guards  three  core 
values — honor,  respect,  and  devotion  to 
duty — and  how  to  apply  them  in  their  mili- 
tary performance  and  personal  conduct. 

To  reinforce  the  team  concept,  Hasty  and 
other  recruits  were  trained  in  sexual  harass- 
ment prevention,  drug  and  alcohol  aware- 
ness, civil  rights  adherence  and  work-life 
balancing  basics,  as  well  as  total  quality 
management.  Hasty  is  now  among  36,000 
men  and  women  who  comprise  the  Coast 
Guards  force. 

Denton  Joins  Guice  Agency 

Walt  Denton  '96,  '97  has 
joined  the  Gui.ce  Agency  as 
vice  president  of  account 
management  for  the  Biloxi, 
Miss. -based  advertising 
and  public  relations  firm. 

Denton  leaves  his  posi- 
tion as  senior  account  exec- 
utive with  GodwinGroup  in  Jackson  to  join 
the  newly  opened  agency. 

While  at  GodwinGroup,  Denton  managed 
accounts  including  Trustmark  National  Bank, 
the  Mississippi  Development  Authority  and  the 
Nissan  North  America/Mississippi  Marketing 
Partnership. 

Bullock  Named  State  Auditor's 
Public  Relations  Director 

Mick  Bullock  '03  was 
named  public  relations 
director  for  the  Office  of 
the  State  Auditor. 

In  the  position,  Bullock 
will  be  responsible  for 
directing  the  information 
program,  writing  and 
producing  publications, 
maintaining  community  relations,  dissemi- 


nating   press    releases    and    coordinating 
media  events. 

He  is  a  native  of  Columbia,  Miss.,  and 
graduated  from  Southern  Miss  with  a  degree 
in  communications.  Bullock  had  been  work- 
ing with  the  Mississippi  Senate  as  one  of 
three  head  pages. 

Thames,  Kelly  Named  Top 
Community  Leaders 

Dr.  Shelby  Thames  '59,  '61  and  Rex  Kelly 
'80  have  been  named  to  the  Top  10  South 
Mississippi  Community  Leaders.  The  Sun 
Herald  and  the  Journal  of  South  Mississippi 
Business  recognized  the  men  for  their  leader- 
ship and  commitment  to  improving  South 
Mississippi  and  its  quality  of  life. 

Thames,  president  of 
Southern  Miss,  founded 
the  university's  Department 
of  Polymer  Science  in 
1970.  He  has  won  numer- 
ous honors  and  awards  for 
his  research  in  polymers. 
As  president  of  the  univer- 
sity he  has  overseen 
increases  in  funding  for 
research  and  student 
enrollment. 

Kelly  is  director  of  corpo- 
rate communications  for 
Mississippi  Power.  He  serves 
as  chairman  of  Leadership  Gulf  Coast  and  has 
been  director  of  the  Southern  Public  Relations 
Federation.  Additionally,  the  Mississippi  Beach 
chapter  of  the  Public  Relations  Association  has 
named  its  professional  achievement  award  in 
Kelly's  honor. 

Two  Alumni  Open  Restaurant 

Justin  Green 
'02  and  Jenny 
Combs  Green 
'02  recently 
opened 
Firehouse  Subs 
in  Hattiesburg. 
Firehouse  Subs 
offers  30  sand- 
wiches, several 
salads  and  a  children's  menu.  The  restaurant 
also  has  more  than  50  hot  sauces.  Firehouse 
Subs  is  located  at  6106  Miss.  98  West,  Suite  10 
and  is  open  10:30  a.m-9  p.m.,  Monday- 
Saturday  and  11  a.m.-8  p.m.  Sunday. 
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RICKEY  D.  JONES  92  is 

employed  as  manager  and  officer  at 
the  university  branch  of  Trustmark 
Bank  in  Hattiesburg. 

ROBERT  L.  "BOB" 

COLLINS  JR.  '92, 

97  and  JANE  LEE 

COLLINS  '94,  '98 

announce  the  July  22, 

2003,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Susanna 

Lee.  (PHOTO) 

DAVID  KOSTMAYER  92  has  passed 
an  examination  and  met  the  require- 
ments to  be  credentialed  as  a  certified 
valuation  analyst  by  the  National 
Association  of  Certified  Valuation 
Analysts. 

LINDA  COBB  GILBERTSON  '93 

and  her  husband,  John,  announce  the 
December  1,  2003,  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Mallory  Ann.  She  is  wel- 
comed home  by  big  brother  Trent. 

TARA  ROSE  GREENWOOD  93 
and  JOEL  GREENWOOD  '95 

announce  the  September  7,  2003, 
birth  of  their  daughter,  Grace 
McKenna.  She  is  welcomed  by  big 
brother  Peyton.  Proud  Golden  Eagle 
grandparents  are  CHARLES  ROSE 
'67  and  MARTHA  BYARS  CRUM- 
BY '67. 

LAWRENCE  WESSON  '93  has 

accepted  a  position  as  head  baseball 
coach  for  University  Christian 
School  in  Brandon. 

GIOVANNI  WOODWARD- 
BUFORD  '94  has  been  promoted  to 
a  financial  services  officer  at 
Hancock  Bank  in  Diamondhead. 
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PATRICK  JOHNSON  '94  and  Knsten 
Lawrence  were  married  on  August  16, 
2003.  Johnson  has  been  promoted  to 
director  of  client  services  for  the  RJA 
Group  Inc.,  a  Chicago-based  consult- 
ing firm  specializing  in  security  con- 
sulting and  fire  protection  engineering. 

MITCHELL  SAXTON  96  was  mar- 
ried in  2000  to  Margaret  Farrand- 
Saxton,  who  is  in  law  school  at  UCLA. 

SCOTT  EVERETT  WHITE  96  and 

his  wife,  Laura,  announce  the 
December  18,  2003,  birth  of  their 
son.  Miles  Everett. 

ROBERT  JEFFREY  HAND  '97  and 

his  wife,  Paula,  announce  the 
December  20,  2003,  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Lillie  Claire. 

KEITH  CATON  '99,  '01  has  been 
promoted  to  head  strength  and  condi- 
tioning coach  at  Elon  University  in 
North  Carolina. 


2000s 


CASEY  PAIGE  GUYTON  '00  and 

Keith  O'Neil  Jones  were  married 
December  27,  2003. 

The  rehearsal  dinner  for  REGGIE 
HOUZE  '00  and  SHEA  KIDD 

HOUZE  '02  was  featured  in 
Mississippi  Magazine.  The  article 
made  references  to  the  meeting  of  the 
couple  at  Southern  Miss  and  the  din- 
ner held  in  the  Stout  Hall  banquet 
rooms  which  featured  several  recipes 
of  university  chefs. 


TERESA  MONT- 
GOMERY 00  has 

been  certified  as  a 
family  life  educa- 
tor and  received 
her  real  estate 
license.  She  is  employed  with 
RE/MAX  Real  Estate  Partners  Inc. 
(PHOTO) 

RICARDO  WOODS  00  and  CON- 
TINA  QUINN  '00  were  married  on 
December  13,  2003. 

GREGORY  JEFFERSON  01  and 
YUKO  KAMIMURA  03  wed 

December  20,  2003. 

JOHN  PATRICK  JOHNSON  '02 

and  Laura  Ashley  Strong  were  mar- 
ried December  27,  2003. 

BRANDY  PRINCE  02  and  JAMES 

D.  PRINCE  '03  were  married  on 
July  12,  2003. 

MATTHEW  WADE  CASSELL  02 

and  Gingerlyn  Boue  Fedric  wed  on 
December  20,  2003. 

AMANDA  LOUISE  BYRD  03  and 

Aritt  Everett  Davis  were  married 
December  20,  2003. 

NANCY  EICHELBERGER  MOAK 
03  and  RUSTY  MOAK  03  were 
married  January  3,  2004.  The  cou- 
ple resides  in  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

CLINT  RAYBURN  '03  and  Dawn 
Payne  wed  on  December  20,  2003. 


In  Memoriam 


The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
extends  sincere  sympathy  to  the  families  of 
the  following  alumni  and  friends. 


AUTHORS 


"Administration  de  Salarios  e 

Incentivos" 

Miguel  Amaya  Galeano  '72 

432  pages 

"Administracion  de 
Salanoss  e  Incentivos," 
Miguel  Amaya  Galeanos 
first  book,  provides  organi- 
zations with  the  necessary 
tools  to  design  a  benefit  or 
incentive  salary  program  in 
order  to  attract,  hire  and 
maintain  personnel.  He 
analyzes  four  factors  that  have  an  effect  on  effi- 
ciency within  organizations. 

The  book  explores  the  development  of  pro- 
ductivity necessary  in  every  organization  for 
optimal  performances  within  organizations.  This 
includes  the  functional  design  of  workstations, 
processes  and  activities  implied  to  them,  and  the 
performance  that  the  organizations  expect  from 
the  workers.  Students  and  professionals  related 
with  human  resources  and  financial  areas  will 
find  in  this  book  a  good  base  to  face  the  big  chal- 
lenge of  the  new  century — productivity. 

"Administracion"  is  sold  in  bookstores 
throughout  Columbia,  South  America. 

"The  Journey:  Encountering  God 
on  the  Appalachian  Trail" 
Harold  Howell  78,  '86 
Peak  Pi-ess,  123  pages,  $9.95 

Harold  Howell  endured  a 
174-day,  2,067  mile  adven- 
ture from  Springer  Mountain, 
Ga.,  to  Mount  Katahdin, 
Maine.  He  wrote  about  his 
experiences  along  the 
Appalachian  Trail  including 
running  short  of  water,  risk- 
ing lightning  strikes,  and 
falling  on  jagged  rocks.  The 
author  takes  these  experiences  and  uses  them  as 
metaphors  for  spiritual  insights  throughout  the 
book.  The  book  includes  31  devotionals  that 
are  thought-provoking  reflections  that  chal- 
lenge the  reader  to  "think  outside  of  the  reli- 
gious box."  The  book  also  focuses  on  how  to 
find  spiritual  significance  in  everyday  situa- 
tions. The  book  also  includes  eight  valuable 
hiking  tips  about  the  Appalachian  Trail.  To 
order  a  copy  of  "The  Journey,*  contact  the 
author  at  harolddeb@earthlink.net. 
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SouthernMissAlumni.com  is  the  top  colle- 
giate Web  site  in  the  state.  Make  sure  you 
are  taking  full  advantage  of  it  by  register- 
ing as  a  member.  It's  easy  to  do  and  grants 
you  access  to  our  alumni  directory  so  you 
can  locate  and  catch  up  with  all  your  old 

classmates. 


Click  on  "Register  Now" 

when  you  visit 

www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 


SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 
•ALUMNI- 


(Due  to  space  constraints,  obituaries  may  not 
exceed  40  words  and  are  subject  to  editing  by 
the  editorial  staff  of  The  Talon.) 

NINA  BELLE  GODFREY  31  of 

Charlotte,  N.C.,  has  died. 

WILBUR  MANN  JORDAN  34  of  Clinton 
died  January  20,  2004.  He  was  91. 

MARY  GREEN  MOORE  ABNEY  35  of 

Bay  Springs  died  on  March  1,  2004.  She 
taught  home  economics  at  Heidelberg  High 
School  before  becoming  owner  and  operator 
with  her  husband,  R.R.  "Monkey"  Abney,  of 
Abneys  Department  Store  in  Bay  Springs. 


ESTHER  EVANS 

36  of  Ellisvtlle 
has  died. 

VIVIAN  L.  RAY 

37  of  Seminary 
died  December 
19,  2003.  Ray,  86, 
was  a  retired 
teacher  and  tax 
preparer. 

IVA  VAUGHAN 

37  of 

Diamondhead 
died  February  9, 
2002. 

CLAUDE 
HEWITT  '40  of 

Natchez  died 
March  11,2003. 

ALTHEA  MARIE 
ODOM 
HATHORNE  '42 

of  Hattiesburg 
died  on  February  3,  2004.  She  was  a 
retired  teacher  from  Hattiesburg  and 
Collins  schools. 

DR.  JAMES  REGINALD  SWITZER  45  of 

Purvis  died  January  7,  2004.  Switzer,  86, 
was  a  retired  professor  and  administrator  at 
Southern  Miss.  He  served  as  director  of 
admissions,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  and  as  dean  of  men 
and  dean  of  student  affairs.  Additionally 
Switzer  was  a  professor  of  health  and  phys- 
ical education. 

RUBY  CLARK  ADCOCK  '46  of  Ridgeland 
died  December  19,  2003.  She  was  78. 


GEORGE  LAGRONE  TUTOR  '46  of 

Magee  died  February  9,  2004.  He  was  a 
retired  educator. 

CARROLL  ORVILLE  PHILLIPS  48  of 

Shreveport,  La.,  died  January  18,  2004.  He 
was  a  retired  research  chemist  and  the  first 
director  of  the  Ralph  Worley  Shreveport 
Observatory,  a  research  facility  for  LSU. 

DR.  PRENTICE  J.  WALKER  '48  of 

Hattiesburg  died  February  14,  2004.  Walker, 
78,  was  a  physician. 

ESTHER  CRAIG  '49  of  Jackson  died 
February  4,  2004.  She  was  a  teacher  for 
more  than  40  years. 

W.T.  LEE  '49  of  Walker,  La.,  died  November 
27,  2003.  Lee  was  a  retired  educator  in 
Mississippi,  Texas  and  Louisiana  schools.  He 
was  a  pnncipal  in  Walker,  La.,  for  17  years. 

WILLIAM  E  DUKES  '50  of  Gulfport  died 
December  11,  2003.  Dukes  was  a  special 
agent  for  the  FBI. 

EDMUND  "ED"  COSLIDGE  LINGLE  '50 

of  Pearl  died  in  December  2003. 

DR.  HUGH  CARROLL  MCLEOD  JR.  '50 

of  Jackson  died  February  5,  2004.  He  was 
80. 

GEORGE  WAYNE  MCKAY  '51  of 

Atmore,  Ala.,  has  died. 

LILLIE  B.  MONTGOMERY  '51  of  Laurel 
died  January  25,  2003.  She  was  a  retired 
school  teacher. 

DR.  PHILIP  EARL  SLADE  JR.  '51  of 

Pensacola,  Fla.,  died  January  6,  2004. 
Slade,  74,  was  a  retired  research  chemist. 
He  was  also  associate  professor  of  chem- 
istry at  Southern  Miss  from  1957-1960. 
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ROSS  HARVEY  '52  of  Gulfport  died 
December  28,  2003.  He  was  75. 

GREGORY  PIERCE  METZ  52  of 

Louisville  died  December  17,  2003.  Metz, 
74,  was  a  retired  investigator. 

ADA  POPE  '53  of  Milton,  Fla.,  has  died. 

TOM  GARTMAN  '57,  '96  of  Brookhaven 
has  died. 

HAZEL  MOULDER  SHANKS  57  of 

Taylorsville  died  January  17,  2004.  She 
taught  high  school  typing,  bookkeeping 
and  shorthand  for  40  years. 

SIDNEY  WINSTON  LYON  '58  of  Laurel 
died  January  30,  2004. 

JOHN  T  ELFENJR.  '61  of  Fayetteville, 
Ga.,  died  on  November  23,  2003.  Elfen 
was  instrumental  in  establishing  the 
kindergarten  and  school  lunch  programs 
at  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Catholic  School, 
where  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Education  in  the  early  1970s.  He  also 
served  as  a  behavior  therapist  for  the 
Clayton  County  school  system. 


DR.  VINCENT  EDWARD  BITETTO  '62 

of  Rochester,  N.Y.,  died  November  26, 
2003.  Bitetto  was  chair  of  the  psychology 
department  at  St.  John  Fisher  College. 

DONALD  F.  HOOD  '63  of  Baton  Rouge, 
La.,  died  March  21,  2003. 

DOUGLAS  MCCURLEY  '66  of  Byram 
died  September  30,  2002. 

GLORIA  S.  MCQUAGGE  '66  of 

Cleveland  died  February  10,  2004.  She 
was  a  teacher  in  the  Cleveland  School 
District  for  many  years,  and  served  as  the 
past  president  of  the  Mississippi 
Association  of  Educators. 

IRVIN  FAVRE  '67  of  Kiln  died  December 
21,2003.  He  was  58. 

ROBERT  CADE  '68  of  Hattiesburg  died 
December  18,  2003.  He  was  a  retired  fac- 
ulty member  in  the  university's 
Department  of  Radio,  Television  and 
Film. 


DELIA  WEDDINGTON  STEWART  '68 

of  Houston,  Texas,  died  February  18, 

2004. 

DR.  A.  DAVID  COLLINS  '69  of  Jackson 
died  on  February  8,  2004.  He  was  a  long- 
time staff  member  at  UMC,  where  he  was 
selected  Teacher  of  the  Year  for  three  con- 
secutive years. 

RONNY  WAYNE  SMITH  '70  of  Banner 
died  December  20,  2003.  He  was  a 
teacher  and  drives  education  instructor  in 
Grenada  Public  Schools. 

ROY  COCKERHAM  '71  of  Sun,  La.,  has 
died. 

TERRIE  FRENCH  HALL  '73  of  Long 
Beach  died  March  6,  2004.  Hall,  52,  was 
an  educator  at  Harrison  County  schools. 
At  Southern  Miss,  she  was  a  Dixie 
Darling,  cheerleader,  and  beauty  and 
Homecoming  queens. 


So,  where's  the  glee? 

These  members  of  the  Mississippi 
College  Girls'  Glee  Club  look  about 
as  happy  as  a  long-tail  cat  in  a 
room  full  of  rocking  chairs. 

Photo  credit:  1921  Neka  Camon 


Left  to  Right:  First  Row — Misses  VCainwright,  Robinson,  Johnson, 
Cirlot.  Gilnian,  Barnes.  Second  Row — .Misses  Sigrest,  Peters. 
Moore,  Priddy,  Carr.  Swetman,  Lewis.  Ruth  Lipscomb  at  Pia:v 
Miss    Frances    Alta    Hallock,    Director,    in    front. 
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TERESA  PARKER  74  of  Laurel  has 
died. 

ROY  TURNER  75  of  Hattiesburg 
died  August  13,  2002. 

CATHY  CARUCCI  76  of 

Jonesboro,  Ark.,  died  September  5, 
2003. 

DEBORAH  DELMAS  PEYTON  76 

of  Gadsden,  Ala.,  died  December  8, 
2003. 

BETTIE  RUTH  ELLIOTT  80  of 

Hattiesburg  died  January  25,  2004. 

DR.  THOMAS  MORGAN  82  of 

Northfield,  Conn.,  died  in  June 
2003. 

IRENE  CLEVELAND  '83  of  Biloxi 
has  died. 

ROBERT  MCCABE  '83  of  Tucson, 
Ariz.,  has  died. 

DR.  STANLEY  HECKER  '84  of 

Ocean  Springs  died  August  23, 
2003. 

CARI  ESTESS  '87  of  Picayune  has 
died. 


GIDGET  ANN  NECAISE  '87  of 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  died  February  16, 
2003. 

DR.  LUPO  A.  QUITORIANO  '88 

of  Fairfield,  Calif.,  died  February  3, 
2004.  He  was  employed  as  a  staff 
psychologist  and  readjustment  coun- 
selor at  the  Long  Beach  Veterans 
Administration  Medical  Center. 

ANTHONY  SMITH  '90  of 

Mendenhall  died  August  1,  2002. 

MARK  CRAIG  '98  of  Gulfport  died 
May  25,  2003. 

BARBARA  TURNER  ADAMS  died 
December  9,  2003.  She  was  63. 

Editor's  Note:  In  the  winter  2004 
issue,  JOHN  WALLACE  PREWITT 

'55  was  incorrectly  listed  in  the 
Class  Notes'  "In  Memoriam"  section. 
The  memoriam  should  have  been  for 
HELEN  PREWITT  '53,  John 
Prewitts  mother,  who  died 
November  23,  2002.  The  Talon 
regrets  this  error. 


Share  the  milestones  in  your  life 

with  other  Southern  Miss  alumni. 

To  be  a  part  of  the  classnotes 

section  of  The  Talon, 

please  fill  out  this  form  and  mail  to: 

USM  Alumni  Association 
Box  5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406 
Or  email  us  at  alumni@usm.edu. 


DATE 


NAME    

Include  maiden  name  or  nickname  if  applicable 

CLASSYEAR    

DEGREE 

ADDRESS 


PHONE 


E-MAIL  ADDRESS 


FAMILY  INFORMATION 

If  applicable 

SPOUSE 

Include  maiden  name  or  nickname,  if  applicable 

CLASSYEAR    


DEGREE. 


CHILDREN 


Names  and  age 
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Attach  additional  pages  and  photos  if  you'd  like. 

Please  enclose  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to 

return  any  materials  you  send.  Please  mark  photos  clearly 


/,     T>     f  i 

urrent     fumni     etaif     iscounts 


These  cards  are  accepted  at 

the  businesses  listed  below! 

Do  you  have  yours? 


/.southern  miss  alum  ni.com 


Anderson's  Rug  Market 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

■aymont  Inn  &  Suites  -  * 

10%  discount  on  rack  rate 

ourne  Brothers  Printing 

20%  discount  on  any  service 

labot  Lodge  •  * 

Nightly  rate  of  $55.00,  plus  tax 

"ellular  One  -  * 

$30  savings  on  cellular  activation  (except  on  local  plan)/ 

Free  pager  activation 

lomfort  Suites  •  * 

Nightly  rate  of  $69.00,  plus  tax 

)omino's  Pizza  -  * 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

•unhopen  Inn 

$10  savings  off  small  room  &  $20  savings  off  large  room  rates 

Jarfield's  Restaurant  ■  * 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

irand  Bank 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

tattiesburg  Inn  •  * 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

Hawthorn  Suites  - 

Nightly  rate  of  $69  +tax;  complimentary  breakfast  (+) 

Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

Free  initial  cousultation  of  any  contingency  fee  case 

10%  discount  on  initial  consultation  fee  on  non-contingency  cases 

&L  Sales 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

tesslers  Team  Sports 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

ance  Computer  Systems 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

eatha's  Bar-B-Que  inn 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

egg  Mason/Chris  Inman 

10%  discount  on  all  store  trans  actions/ free  portfolio  reviews 

Nevada  Bob's  Golf  (Gulf  Coast) 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

)ak  Grove  Rental 

10%  discount  on  rental  items  (not  valid  with  other  discounts 

or  promotions.) 

Dwen's  Business  Machines 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

arris  Jewelers 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

*eak  Fitness 

15%  discount  off  membership  fee 

'hoto  Arts  Studio 

10%  discount  on  any  gallery  purchase,  retail  purchase  or  service 

*ine  Burr  Country  Club 

$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

'rimerica/Ken  Sheil 

Free  financial  needs  analysis 

hadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

15%  discount  on  your  next  round  of  golf/ not  valid  with  other  dis- 

counts or  promotions 

igns  First-  * 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss  related  signs 

immons  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

onic  Drive-In  on  HWY  11 

Free  20  oz  drink  or  slush  with  purchase  of  #1  or  #2  Sonic  Burger 

outhern  Interiors 

5%  discount  on  flooring/10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

outhland  Florists 

10%  discount  on  store  purchases  (cash  &  carry  items  excluded) 

all  Pines  Farm 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

"he  Trophy  Shop 

10%  discount  on  all  engravings 

Jniversity  Florist 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cash  and  carry  only) 

/an  Hook  Golf  Course 

20%  discount  on  daily  greens  fees 

/illies  Restaurant 

$1.00  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order,  and  large 

drink/$1  00  off  gameday  party  subs 

All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 
Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 
Hattiesburg  location  only. 
Offer  not  valid  during  football  season. 


ese  businesses  are  participants  in  the  C.A.R.D.  Program  with  The  University 
f  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association.  By  presenting  your  paid  alumni 
membership  card  you  are  entitled  to  a  discount  at  these  businesses. 


SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 


Answers 

1)  For  whom  is  Shoemaker  Square  named? 

Shoemaker  Square  is  named  after  the  former  Dean  of  Students 
Tom  Shoemaker. 

2)  Who  is  responsible  for  making  Southern  Miss'  colors 
black  and  gold? 

Florence  Burrow  Pope  and  her  husband,  Moran,  were  a  part  of 
the  first  class  of  1912  and  they  liked  black  and  gold.  The  colors 
were  then  voted  on  by  the  student  body  and  have  not  changed  since. 

3)  What  was  the  name  of  Southern  Miss'  first  live  Golden 
Eagle  mascot? 

The  first  live  Golden  Eagle  mascot  was  named  Nugget  in  1980. 
Nugget  was  replaced  in  1986  by  Nugget  II,  who  died  in  1992. 

4)  What  was  the  original  name  of  the  school  yearbook  in 
1914,  and  what  did  the  name  mean? 

In  1914,  the  school's  yearbook  made  its  debut  as  the  Neka 
Camon,  a  Native  American  term  meaning  "The  New  Spirit." 

In  the  Winter  2004  issue  of  The  Talon,  we  reported  that  the  Dixie  Darlings  were 
formed  in  1952.  The  DDs  were  formed  in  1954.  The  Talon  regrets  this  error. 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association  by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utiliz- 
ing the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating 
additional  revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


Josten's 

Ofjidul  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch.  For  more  infor- 
mation, call  800-523-0124  and  request  operator  A22SE 


Alumni  Holidays  International 
Organising  International  Excursions  For 
Southern  Miss  Alumni.  For  further  information  on 
upcoming  trips,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 
601-266-5013. 


DiplomaDisplay" 


American  Insurance  Administrators 

Li/c,  Health  And  Short-Term  Major  Medical  Insurance. 

Go  to  http://www.aia-insurance.coni/AIA/SouthemMiss 

or  call  800-922-1245. 


MBHK 


MBNA' 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  friends! 
Announcing  a  special  No- Annual-Fee  MasterCard* 
credit  card  now  conveniently  available  to  Southern  Miss 
Alumni.  Simply  call  (8661  GET-MBNA  for  details  about 
the  costs  and  terms  of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the 
credit  card. 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Spedall)  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree  Frames 

For  more  information,  go  to  www.diplomadisp 

or, all  800-422-4100  ' 


ESF 

EDUCATION  SERVICES 

FOUNDATION 

Education  Services  Foundation 
Student  Loan  Consolidation. 

For  more  information,  go  to  www  esfw  eb.cot    - 
or  call  (866)  542-6033 
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Go  On  The  Road... 


With  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Alumni  Association! 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association  has  a  wonderful  opportunity  for  you  to  be 

a  part  of  the  2004  Southern  Miss  football  season! 
Be  there  when  the  Golden  Eagles  face  perennial  power 

Nebraska  on  September  11  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska! 


SOUTHERN 

MISSISSIPPI 

•ALUMNI- 


Option  I 


Fly  Commercial  from  Jackson  to  Omaha 

Ground  transportation,  bus  trip  to  game  and  hotel  are  included. 

FLIGHT  SCHEDULES  TO  AND  FROM  OMAHA  ON  NORTHWEST: 

All  flights  have  a  morning/afternoon  departure  from  Jackson,  MS  on  Friday,  September 
10.  They  will  return  with  a  morning/afternoon  arrival  on  Sunday,  September  12. 
Flight  One 

Depart  Jackson  at  7:16  a.m 

Depart  Omaha  at  7:12  a.m. 


Friday,  September  10 
Sunday,  September  1 2 
Flight  Two 
Friday,  September  10 
Sunday,  September  1 2 


Arrive  in  Omaha  at  10:25  a.m. 
Arrive  in  Jackson  at  10:24  a.m. 


Arrive  in  Omaha  at  4:10  p.m. 
Arrive  in  Jackson  at  3:18  p.m. 


Depart  Jackson  at  12:21  p.m. 
Depart  Omaha  at  1 1 :35  a.m. 

Hotel  Accommodations:  Two  nights  at  the  Omaha  Marriott  Hotel 

Transfers:  Roundtrip  shuttle  service  to  hotel  from  airport  and  back  (includes  one  bag  porterage  per 

person)  and  to  and  from  the  game  on  Saturday  (approximately  one  hour  travel  time). 
Cost:  Commercial  flight  cost  out  of  Jackson,  MS,  based  on  double  occupancy  at  the  Marriott,  is  $499 

per  person.  This  price  includes 

•  Two  nights  at  the  Omaha  Marriott  •  Transportation  to  the  football  game  and  back 

•  Transportation  to  the  Marriott  from  the  airport      •  Eagle  Landing  pre-game  tailgate  party  on 
and  back  Saturday  in  Lincoln 

Please  note:  airline  tax  and  surcharge  are  subject  to  change  until  ticketed. 
Deposit:  Nonrefundable  deposit  of  $200  per  person  due  by  June  9,  2004,  with  balance  due  by 
July  9,  2004.  No  reservations  will  be  accepted  without  deposit. 


Option  II 


Ground  and  Lodging  Package  Only 


If  it  is  not  convenient  for  you  to  travel  with  us  by  air,  book  your  own  travel  arrangements  into  Omaha, 
then  stay  with  us  at  the  Marriott  and  join  us  for  tailgating  and  the  game.  Please  check  with  Magnolia 
Travel  for  alternate  night  stays. 

Cost:  $186  per  person  based  on  double  occupancy  for  two  nights  at  the  Omaha  Marriott. 
Balance  is  due  in  full  on  July  9,  2004.  The  cost  will  be  nonrefundable  after  July  9. 


VS, 


Things  you 

should  know  regarding  our  visit 

to  Omaha: 

•  Transportation  to  and  from  the  origination  airport 
must  be  arranged  separately.  Shuttle  service  will 
not  be  provided. 

•  Airline  and  transfer  tickets  and  hotel  accommoda- 
tions are  limited  and  will  be  filled  on  a  first  come, 
first  serve  basis. 

•  All  deposits  and  payments  are  non-refundable. 
Price  will  change  if  less  than  50  people  participate. 
Optional  cancellation  insurance  is  available  for 
medical  reasons  by  request. 

•  Magnolia  Travel  is  the  official  travel  agency  for  the 
Nebraska  Game  Trip.  They  will  take  reservations 
directly  on  behalf  of  the  Alumni  Association.  They 
can  also  book  your  air  travel  into  Omaha  from 
other  cities. 

•  Game  tickets  are  not  included  in  this  package. 
Tickets  must  be  purchased  directly  from  the 
Southern  Miss  ticket  office  at  1-800-844-TICK  or 
601-266-5418.  The  cost  per  ticket  is  $50. 

•  You  will  receive  a  travel  itinerary  following  the 
final  purchase  of  your  travel  package  two  weeks 
prior  to  departure. 


MAGNOLIA  TRAVEL 

1-800-718-8817  •  601-264-6691 

3420  Hardy  St.,  Suite  5  •  Hattiesburg,  MS  39402 

www.MagnoliaTravelAgency.com 

Ask  for  the  Nebraska 


♦  ♦ 


Everyone  has  a  VISIOPL 

We  provide  TOCUS* 


Spend  more  time  on  your  passion.  Business  Banking  from  Union  Planters  allows  you  to  concentrate 
on  the  bigger  picture.  We'll  take  the  time  to  thoroughly  understand  your  business,  your  challenges,  and 
your  goals.  And  we'll  help  you  focus  not  just  on  today,  but  on  tomorrow  as  well.  From  loans  to  cash 
management,  our  business  bankers  will  tailor  solutions  with  options  and  credit  terms  that  work  for  you. 
Maybe  that's  why  the  SBA  has  consistently  rated  Union  Planters  one  of  the  top  five  small-business-friendly 
banks  in  the  nation.  To  find  out  what  we  can  do  for  your  business,  call  (601)  264-8200  or  visit  your 


nearest  Union  Planters  branch. 


AUNION  PLANTERS  BANK 


Member  FDIC 

All  loans  subject  to  credit  approval  www  unionplanters.com  C  Copyright  2003  Union  Planters  Bank  03/2003  AD-B~16 


Your  SOUTHERN  MISS  Connection! 

%zcHgmtcyou(Know  •  Iheljtperience  foil  Trust 
America's  9{eigfiborfiood 'Realtor! 


Sue  (ja[(aspy  !Real "Estate,  Inc. 
1-888-584-8184 


Sue  Gallaspy 
Broker 


Thinking  of  retiring? 

Kids  coming  to  college? 

Need  investment  property? 


Jim  Gallaspy 
Property  Manager 


For  nearly  25  years,  we've  dedicated  ourselves  to  providing  you  and  your  family 

the  kind  of  professional  service  we  would  want  for  ourselves. 
Over  the  years,  southern  Mississippi  residents  have  trusted  us  for  good  results... 

you  can  too! 

Contact  us  for  all  your  real  estate  needs  here,  or  for  referrals  to  other  destinations. 


Nationwide  Referrals 
Property  Management 


Residential  Sales 
Rentals 


Commercial  Sales 
Investment 


3420  Hardy  Street,  Ste.  2  Hattiesburg,  MS  39402    www.suegallaspy.com    email:  usmmom@netdoor.com     Fax:  601-261-9567 


SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 
•ALUMNI- 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 
118  College  Drive,  #5013 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 


PERIODICAL 


